For Such a Time as This
A Daily Devotional
Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025

1 Corinthians 2:10
God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God.

Psalm 130:1
Out of the depths I cry to thee, O LORD! % w
It is the depths that concern us today. The depths of our

human existence matched by the depths of God’s grace and

meaning for life. The psalmist and the apostle Paul alike
understand that both humanity and God involve depth.

These two texts are the subject of Paul Tillich’s sermon,
‘The Depth of Existence.” Here’s what Tillich says early in
his sermon: All visible things have a surface. Surface is
that side of things which first appears to us. If we look
at it, we know what things seem to be. Yet if we act
according to what things and persons seem to be, we are
disappointed. Our expectations are frustrated. And so
we try to penetrate below the surfaces in order to learn
what things really are. Why have men always asked for truth? Is it because they have been disappointed
with the surfaces, and have known that the truth which does not disappoint dwells below the surfaces in
the depth?

Tillich is exactly right here; we are disappointed with the experience of life ‘on the surface’ and so we seek
something deeper, more profound ... something representative of truth. At the heart of our turning is God. We
are made so that we might turn to God even after turning away from him. We are made not to be satisfied with
the surfaces of life, but rather to seek the deeper things, the very depths of both our experience and the character
of God. Much of scripture certainly speaks to this. This is why we are strangely turned to the ways of God,
sometimes even despite our intentions or devices.

At the very end of the same sermon, Tillich closes with these words: Eternal joy is the end of the ways of
God. This is the message of all religions. The Kingdom of God is peace and joy. This is the message of
Christianity. But eternal joy is not to be reached by living on the surface. It is rather attained by
breaking through the surface, by penetrating the deep things of ourselves, of our world, and of God. The
moment in which we reach the last depth of our lives is the moment in which we can experience the joy
that has eternity within it, the hope that cannot be destroyed, and the truth on which life and death are
built. For in the depth is the truth, and in the depth is hope, and in the depth its joy.

Prayer for the Day: (From The Valley of Vision)
O Lord, help me never to expect any happiness from the world, but only in thee. Amen.
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