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From John 20: 

Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came 

and stood among them, and said, “Peace be with you.” Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; 

and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be 

faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet believe.” 

 

The passage above is the conclusion of the famous ‘doubting 

Thomas’ encounter between the disciple and his resurrected 

Lord. Thomas has told the others that he would not believe 

unless he had the chance to actually place his fingers in Jesus’ 

wounds.  

 

Christian ethicist, Stanley Hauerwas, opens a sermon entitled 

‘Believing is Seeing’ with this: 

 

Christians are often tempted, particularly in this time called 

modern, to say more than we know. We are so tempted 

because we fear we do not believe what we say we believe. So, we try to assure ourselves that we believe what we 

say we believe by convincing those who do not believe what we believe that they really believe what we believe once 

what we believe is properly explained. As a result, we end up saying more than we know because what we believe – 

or better, what we do – cannot be explained but only shown. The word we have been give for such a showing is 

‘witness.’ 

 

As complicated as some of that may seem, Hauerwas is on to something important. Part of the anxiety we feel about belief 

is born out, I believe, in some of our nervous attempts to convince others of the rightness of our belief. If only we could 

explain adequately what we believe to another and win, as it were, a convert, the more strengthened we will be in our 

belief. At least, that is what we think sometimes. 

 

Hauerwas realizes that what we are called to do is not convince ourselves or others, but only bear witness.  A little later in 

the same sermon, he says this: 

 

…believing means being made participants in a way of life unintelligible if Jesus is not our Lord and our God. To 

so live is not to try to make the world conform to our wishes and fantasies, but rather to see truthfully the way the 

world is. But we do not see the way the world is just by looking. We must be transformed, we must be freed from 

our ill-formed desires, if we are to see that this is God’s Son and declare here is the Creator and Redeemer … 

 

I think Hauerwas is right here too … 

 

Prayer for the Day: (From The Valley of Vision)  

O God, there is no comfort in anything apart from enjoying thee and being engaged in thy service. Amen. 
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