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From Matthew 16: 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 

the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 

Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son 

of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 

you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 

 

Jesus asks his disciples about their views on his identity.  It is 

Peter who responds affirmatively and with some decisiveness 

that he is the Christ. Jesus praises this answer and rightly 

attributes it not to some progression of evidence or avalanche 

of reason that has led Peter to believe it, but rather gives 

attribution to the work of God in Peter’s life.  

 

Too often, this question, posed by Christ to his disciples in a 

certain context and in a certain setting, is lifted out of both 

context and setting and used as a litmus test.  Shamefully, 

Christians will ask this question of their neighbors with a smug, self-righteous stance that if their particular views are 

not echoed back to them then they can rightly assign them to heathenism, atheism or some kind of heresy that proves 

their neighbors wrong and they right.  They go home, like the Pharisee, pleased with themselves rather than loving of 

neighbors. This was not what Jesus meant by this question. 

 

Wolfhart Pannenberg, a late-twentieth century theologian, writes:  

 

A Christian’s statements about Jesus must be for him, at least in their central content, more than simply one 

interpretation among other equally possible interpretations for the same set of facts. He knows and believes 

that only the Christian way of speaking about Jesus is appropriate to the facts, or better, to Jesus’ person. 

Such a claim must, however, be accounted for; it must show itself to be true, not primarily in the face of 

others’ doubts, but to the satisfaction of the believer’s own concern for truth. Every Christian is asked 

whether his understanding of Jesus is also the true one that is appropriate to Jesus himself. 

 

Pannenberg’s view reveals a grace-filled understanding of the Christian’s affirmation that Jesus is the Christ. This is 

not about a litmus test that a person is asked to pass by either God or the church; rather it is an affirmation that 

though based in the personal conviction of the believer, must also rise to the level of honesty and integrity in regards 

to the witness of the truth. The believer in their public confession and affirmation of Christ, must be convinced that 

one does so not in order to protect shaky worldviews that one has held since Sunday school, but rather because one is 

convinced that it is truth and that truth must be followed no matter where it leads.  The Christian has no need to fear 

the truth when it comes to considering Jesus Christ; for truth leads us to Christ – the real Christ – and never away 

from him.  As such, Peter’s affirmation provides an excellent example of just that; truthful, yet humble. 
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