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In face of all this, what is there left to say? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not hesitate to 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all--can we not trust such a God to give us, with him, everything else 

that we can need? 

 

Who would dare to accuse us, whom God has chosen? The judge himself has declared us free from sin. Who is 

in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, 

Christ prays for us! 

 

Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can trouble, pain or persecution? Can lack of clothes and food, 

danger to life and limb, the threat of force of arms? 

 

No, in all these things we win an overwhelming victory through him who has proved his love for us. 

 

I have become absolutely convinced that neither death nor life, neither messenger of Heaven nor monarch of 

earth, neither what happens today nor what may happen tomorrow, neither a power from on high nor a power 

from below, nor anything else in God's whole world has any power to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord!                    -From Romans 8           

 

PRELUDE    When in Our Music God is Glorified           Albert Travis 

 

SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE             Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum 

 

HYMN 35    Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty           LOBE DEN HERREN 

 

THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION: (unison)         Mr. Scott Sucke 
O God, who gave us birth, you are ever more ready to hear than we are to pray. You know our needs 

before we ask, and our ignorance in asking. Show us now your grace, that as we face the mystery of death 

we may see the light of eternity. Speak to us once more your solemn message of life and of death. Help us 

to live as those who are prepared to die. And when our days here are ended, enable us to die as those who 

go forth to live, so that living or dying, our life may be in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. AMEN. 

 

READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT         Mr. Sucke 

Psalm 121 

Psalm 23 

 

READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT      Dr. Ankrum     

From John 14 

From Romans 8 

 



 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM  To the Lamb on the Throne             Dan Forrest  
Worthy the Lamb.  Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad His wonderful name; the 

name all victorious of Jesus extol; His kingdom is glorious and rules over all.  “Salvation to God, who sits on 

the throne!” Let all cry aloud, and honor the Son; the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, fall down on their 

faces and worship the Lamb.  Worthy the Lamb.  God rules in the height, almighty to save; though hid from our 

sight, His presence we have, the great congregation His triumph shall sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus our 

King.  “Worthy the Lamb.”  Then let us adore and give Him his right, all glory and power; all wisdom and 

might; all honor and blessing with angels above, and thanks never ceasing and infinite love.  “Worthy the 

Lamb!” 

 

HOMILY                      Dr. Ankrum 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM  Christmas Has a Darkness            Chaz Bowers 
This anthem was commissioned by First Presbyterian Church in loving memory of Dr. John Salveson.  The 

music is by Chaz Bowers who accompanies the choir today in its debut. The text is by Christina Rossetti from 

her poem Christmas Eve.  Born on December 26, 1963, John had a particular affinity for Christmas and music 

that welcomed the Christ.   

Christmas has a darkness 

Brighter than the blazing noon, 

Christmas has a chillness 

Warmer than the heat of June, 

Christmas has a beauty 

Lovelier than the world can show: 

For Christmas bringeth Jesus, 

Brought for us so low. 

Earth, strike up your music, 

Birds that sing and bells that ring; 

Heaven has answering music 

For all angels soon to sing: 

Earth, put on your whitest 

Bridal robe of spotless snow: 

For Christmas bringeth Jesus, 

Brought for us so low. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING             Dr. Ankrum 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 

HYMN 687   Our God, Our Help in Ages Past        ST. ANNE 

 

BENEDICTION            Dr. Ankrum 

 

POSTLUE    Toccata, Symphony IV               Charles-Marie Widor 
 Those who are able, please stand. 

Please silence all electronic devices during the service. 

The congregation of FPC invites you to a reception following the conclusion of 

the service in the Dining Room of our church building. 
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DECEMBER 26, 1963 – SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 
 

Dr. John Barth Salveson was born December 26, 1963 to Rev. Jerry 

and Joan (Stenberg) Salveson on their 10th wedding anniversary. He 

was born in Polson, Montana while his father served English 

Lutheran Church in Ronan, Montana. John began his elementary 

education in Kindred, North Dakota. After a move to Fargo, North 

Dakota, he attended Grace Lutheran School and completed high 

school at Oak Grove Lutheran. John received his Bachelors degree 

in music from Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota. During 

his high school years he served as the organist at St. John Lutheran 

and St. Marks Lutheran churches in the Fargo area. 

 

After college John moved to the Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota area to pursue his passion for a career in 

music ministry. He began his service at Mount Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) in Minneapolis. From there he 

had a full time opportunity at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Waverly, MN. This was his first chance to blossom 

and demonstrate his full talents. The Bishop came for a service and was astounded at the music and how well 

the congregation sang. His priest Father Bill was not surprised. He had told John I want you to give me a 

Lutheran choir! From here John pursued his Masters of Music and Worship at Luther Seminary in St. Paul in a 

joint program with St. Olaf College. Here his professors were impressed with his knowledge of theology, which 

he had gained from his father. 

 

From there John moved to Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Columbia Heights, MN, St. Patrick's 

Catholic Church in Inver Grove, MN. Then an opportunity for a full time Lutheran position presented itself in 

Lawrence, KS just west of Kansas City. But the call of Minnesota was too great and John later returned to the 

Twin Cities area to serve at St. Josephs Catholic Church in Hopkins, MN. After a brief stint at Christ the River 

of Life in Minneapolis John took a position at Mount Carmel Lutheran in Minneapolis while he pursued his 

doctorate. He graduated with a Doctorate in Organ Performance and Choral Conducting from the University of 

Minnesota in 2012. He was then able to really blossom at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Bloomington, 

MN. His final position was as Minister of Music/Organist at First Presbyterian of Greensburg, Pennsylvania. 

When the cancer diagnosis came in August of 2021 and the outlook was grim, John said, "Well, I got to do my 

dream job for three and a half years". 

 

John met his future husband, Robert Moen, on June 20, 1990 at a Lutheran's Concerned (for LGBT people) 

worship meeting. His original thought was that Bob was a "kook". He often said this was later verified. When 

marriage became legal, John and Bob were married at their home congregation, Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

in Minneapolis on June 7, 2014. This year they celebrated 32 years of their life together!  
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