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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

FIRST NEWS:

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Care provided

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

STIRRED HEARTS …
WE ARE ASKED HOW OUR HEARTS ARE STIRRED! For me, it’s just not one thing but for now I
will just talk about our worship here at First Presbyterian Church. Our sanctuary sets the tone.
It’s a beautiful place to sit and reflect upon my life. The stain glass windows, the chancel and
organ/choir loft make you feel peaceful when you walk through the doors. The organ music, the
voices from the choir members and the words of the songs are moving (sometimes literally). The
Prayer of Confession is one of my favorite parts of the morning worship. I realize what I have
and have not done since I last came to church.

DEADLINE FOR APRIL ISSUE: MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019
Email submissions to fpcgreensburg@comcast.net or mail to church office.

The Coulter Society asks that you please consider
remembering our church in your will!
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In the past, my children have been very moved by these words which sadden me but then gives
me hope as we say those words together. The sermons challenge my thoughts, answer my
questions and bring harmony into my life. I give thanks to God each week that I can come to this
church to worship.
This past year I was the Chair for the Worship Committee. This committee just seemed like a
good fit for me when I was looking to serve our church. I have embraced all the duties. I have
enjoyed preparing the Elements for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper and reading liturgy
during the Sacrament of Baptism (and most people know I don’t like to speak publicly). This
committee has taught me a lot about worship in our church.
I worship God to bless and honor him. The words of the Lord stir my heart regularly. Sometimes
I get lost in the words that I forget to do what I’m supposed to be doing during a service (last
year’s Maundy Service comes to mind.) Worship is the selfless act of love towards God. I
googled stirred hearts. Try it and you will find many interpretations. One definition stood out to
me… amazing, awe-inspiring, magnificent, moving and overwhelming were just a few words.
To me they were describing God. But they also relate to worship here at FPC.
So, how and why do you worship God here at FPC?
Jill Gaetano, Worship Chair

OUR CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
PRAYER LIST: Linda Anderson, Rona Beluschok, Raeann Berger, Dorcas

Brown, Lisa Bulger, Carolyn Carr, Paul Carr, Edna Mary Cox, Michelle
King Cushey, George DeCaro, Chris Dieck, Anna DiPalato, Gregory
Dolan, Janie Dowdy, Joanne Doyle, Laureen Earnest, Richard Enterline,
Elizabeth Felice, Joseph Folino, Maryland Folino, Ruth Hershey, Edgar
Highberger, Grace Howard, George Hritz, Hubie, Jody, Juniper, Anna
Kostrick, Ray Kuyat, Jake Manallo, George Maser, Dorothy Matusiewicz,
Beverly Ross McClung, Ed Murphy, Alex Noel, Bill Noel, Denise Ohr,
Nancy Pallitta, Kathleen & Norbert Piekut, John Pollins IV, Gary Pricer, Marcia Remaley, Mark
Rubino, Ron Russell, Lucas Sanders, Nico Salvio, Rich Schall, Sean, Liz Sember, Pat Sheridan,
Suzanne Slaugenhaupt, Dave Stucker, Janet Sutherland, Linda Turin, Lynda Turin, Elsie
Vanetta and Gealy Wallwork.
BIRTHDAYS: Each month we observe the VIP and fourscore or more birthdays: If you are 80 or
older, and would like to be listed in the monthly newsletter, please contact the church. March
birthdays are:
Sally Rager, 1081 Cranston Dr., Gbg (3)
Leslie Ruffner, 643 Bovard-Luxor Rd, Gbg (3)
Joseph Pallitta, 114 Winslow Court, Greensburg (18)
Ruby Porterfield, 668 Lee St., Greensburg, (19)
CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES – If you don’t receive contribution envelopes and would like a set
or if you currently receive envelopes for yourself or a family member and do not wish to receive
them please let me know. Lu Ann Peters, Financial Secretary.
MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS since February 06 – Dan and Ginger Collier, Bill Drake

Stewardship Report
Total Disbursements through 01/31/19
Total Receipts through 01/31/19
Total Income over/under Expense

$58,586.88
$40,180.03
($18,406.85)

If you would rather receive an electronic version of the First News, please let us
know at fpcgreensburg@comcast.net and we’ll add you to our email list and
remove you from the paper copy list. Then you will receive the First News through
your computer rather than the mail box, but you’ll have to let us know!! A copy of
the latest First News can also be found at our website:
www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com

VIPS ARE MEMBERS of our congregation who are unable to attend church services on a shortterm or long-term basis. The Board of Deacons, along with the pastors, provide these members
with visits, phone calls, cards and reminders of their connection to our congregation, including
the sacrament of communion, as requested. Please contact the church office (724-832-0150) for
more information and/or to request to be added to our list.
A NEW ARRIVAL in the family is amazing, exciting and can be overwhelming. The Deacons are
offering a meal for the family on a busy day with appointments, etc. The new mother, or a
family member, can contact Darlene Nagrosky (724-837-4157), Gretchen Lowry (724-838-9726)
or the church office. We do not have a formal network to know of births at the regional
hospitals; however, the church office will forward information as received. Anyone wishing to
provide a meal may also contact Darlene or Gretchen. Thank you for your help with this
ministry.
THE PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE of the Board of Deacons is asking church members with
family or friends who are hospitalized, have health conditions that have changed, and/or have
other concerns that you wish the church to know about, please inform the church office at 724832-0150 and your concern(s) will be directed to the proper person(s).
HAVE YOU CONSIDERED SPONSORING A COFFEE HOUR? Provide your own cookies, muffins
or pastries or underwrite the refreshments for $35. Use the sign-up sheet on the Dining Room
bulletin board. Your contributions and participation are greatly appreciated.
STEPHEN MINISTRIES AT FPC: Is there someone you know or you yourself who could use a
little encouragement? Our Stephen Ministers have been trained to be a good listening ear and
caring heart. If you would like to suggest someone to the care of our Stephen Ministry, please
see either Sandra Beauregard or Rev. Atkinson.
ATTENTION ALL BOWLERS!!!! Save the date for this year’s Bowl for Kids’ Sake fundraiser for
Big Brothers and Bid Sisters of the Laurel Region. It will be held on Sunday, April 7 at Hillview
Lanes. More details to follow in the upcoming weeks in the First View.
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE – First Commonwealth Bank will hold a blood drive at
First Presbyterian Church on Monday, April 8 from noon – 5:30 p.m. in the dining room. Please
consider making a life saving donation.

Jump for J.O.Y.!
Good Friday, April 19, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
This year, our Good Friday Breakfast is undergoing some changes. You’ll
get to be a part of something new! Join us for a time to Jump for J.O.Y.,
“Jesus,” “Others,” “Yourself.” We’ll have a time of learning to worship
God in a different way with Rev. Atkinson & Dr. Salveson, hearing about
how we help to care for others and the earth, and sharing in a meal together
with your friends and family!
Please register your child(ren) using the form below or on our church
website at https://www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com/jump-for-joy.html.
Thanks and we look forward to seeing your children on Good Friday!

Jump for J.O.Y. Breakfast Registration
RSVP by April 14 – return form to church office
Child

grade/age

health concerns/allergies

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian

Emergency Phone #

____________________________________________________________________________
Email
____________________________________________________________________________
Willing to volunteer?

Anything else we need to know?

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Notes from the Loft
“On my heart imprint your image, blessed Jesus, King of
grace. That life’s troubles nor its pleasures Eever may your work
erase; let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, is my
life, my hope’s foundation, all my glory and salvation!” - Thomas
Konig
Have you ever been afraid? I am sometimes, well, often really.
Most of the time it’s just minor, like wondering if I put enough
money in the parking meter and how much the ticket might be if I
didn’t. Other times it’s more serious – like wondering if that noise
I hear coming from the car engine is going to be a problem and
quickly trying to figure out what I’ll do if my car ceases to
function. Other times, that fear is closer to terror, wondering what
the test the doctor ordered will reveal, or if that pain in my side is
something serious, after all, it was once.
There are other fears too – watching the news certainly inspires
fear, as I wonder if we, as a country, will ever be able to get along. Other stories make me
wonder if we can ever heal our compulsion towards violence. Still other stories lead me to fear
the weather, wondering exactly how many of Pittsburgh’s hills will slide into valleys – or if that
will happen right here.
Perhaps that’s why I need Lent. For me, this season is about so much more than repentance.
Yes, I am called to repentance, but in fairness, I must do that every day. This season is about
quiet time. It is about pausing to notice the beauty in the desert. The bloom of a cactus is quite
spectacular. Lent give me that chance to breath. During this season, I have the chance to admit
to the Holy that I’m sometimes afraid. Afraid that I might mess things up, afraid of what’s
around me, afraid that I don’t know the answers, and afraid to admit when I am helpless.
But Jesus meets me in that desert, in this quiet season, and says “be not afraid.” For when Jesus
meets me, he seals my heart with his Image. He showers me with His grace. He promises to
walk with me through all my sorrows AND pleasures, he gives me hope. In springs of water
flowing through the desert, he reminds me again that I am baptized, that I have been sealed with
the Cross of Christ forever.” Suddenly, my fears turn to hope, and even those times when fear
finds me again, Jesus is there, promising to be my hope and salvation.
God bless you on your Lenten Journey,
John Salveson, Minister of Music and Organist

WANT TO IMPACT THE LIVES OF OUR KIDS? How about helping
them grow in faith!? In this format, a Bible story is taught for 3
weeks using a variety of methods (art, drama, cooking, music,
games, science, & video.) Our kids love it, teachers enjoy the
flexibility, and most importantly, our children are growing in
their faith! Want to help out this year? Talk to Niki!
OUR CHILDREN ARE HAVING A GREAT TIME GROWING IN
FAITH! For March, join us as we learn about the power of
friendship in the story of “Four Friends.” We’ll finish the month
by starting our next story, “Jesus Feeds the 5000.”
K-2nd Grade
Cooking (Kitchen)

3rd-5th Grade
Science (Fletcher Room)

March 10
“Four Friends”
March 17

Gathering
Science (Kitchen)

Storytelling Room (3rd
Floor, Room 1)
Art (1st Floor, Room 2)

March 24

Art (1st Floor, Room 2)

Science (Kitchen)

March 31
“Jesus Feeds
the 5000”

Gathering

Storytelling Room (3rd
Floor, Room 1)

March 3

VBS…COMING SOON! Are you ready for another epic week of
Vacation Bible School?! Join us for a journey to Athens to hear from
the apostle Paul! He’ll share his stories with us about being a
missionary and bringing the good news all around the known world!
Mark your calendars for June 17 to 21 to participate in this fun &
exciting part of our ministry! Registration opens on April 1.

PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS… Check us out at www.fpcgpreschool.weebly.com The website
contains lots of information about our preschool, including upcoming events, our education
methods, and more! Know someone looking for a preschool next year? Open Enrollment is
happening NOW! Recommend us to a friend!

AUGUSTINE ON THE CHRISTIAN LIFE - SUNDAY
MORNINGS AT 9 A.M. On the Christian Life is a
well-attended Sunday morning adult education
class that seeks to provide a greater understanding
of the Christian faith through examination of the
life and thought of a great theologian. Our group
has studied Dietrich Bonhoeffer, John Calvin,
Jonathan Edwards and Martin Luther in the past.
This year, we will be reading about and
discussing the faith of one of the earliest
theologians, Augustine of Hippo. Dr. Ankrum
leads this class.
SPECIAL BOOK STUDY (MARCH 10) …What is poverty? Can we end poverty, or is its
presence in the world inevitable? What is our responsibility as Christians to the poor among
us? Join the conversation as we read the book: “Always Among Us? What Jesus Really Said
About the Poor,” by Rev. Liz Theoharis. We meet on the Second Sunday of each month at 11:30
a.m.; bring your own bagged lunch.
THRU THE BIBLE … Are you interested in learning the whole story of the Bible? Have you ever
read the Bible in its entirety or at least wanted to? Then this adult study group is for you!! We
will gather in the Assembly Room for an hour a month to go through the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation! We will meet on Monday, March 25, 2019 at 7 p.m. to discuss the Book of
Joshua.
LAST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB is always looking for readers of fiction willing to discuss what they
find in the novel assigned for the month! We are a very friendly group who enjoy getting
together to talk about the meaning and significance of good literature and Christian faith. Dr.
Ankrum usually leads our discussion. We will meet on Tuesday, March 26, 2019 at 7 p.m. when
we will discuss The Professor’s House by Willa Cather.
THE MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY meets at Eat’n Park on Rt. 30 E. each Wednesday
morning at 7:45 a.m. for a time of fellowship, study and, of course, breakfast. We are now
studying the Book of Acts under the leadership of Dr. Ankrum.
THE FAITH & FAMILY GROUP meets on the third floor of the CE Wing at 9 a.m. every Sunday
during the academic year (Sept. – May) to discuss topics related to our faith and family
relationships. The group is composed of young couples, singles and any in the church who are
concerned about issues related to faith and family. Join us!

Congregational Activities from the
Membership & Evangelism Committee
CORNERSTONE GATHERING: ALL ARE INVITED! - SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 6 P.M.: Cornerstone is
a gathering of folks from FPC on a monthly basis for dinner and conversation. We will meet at
Abruzzi’s, 9745 Route 30, Irwin. This is a very popular restaurant and they have agreed to
accommodate our group even though they generally do not accept private groups on the
weekend! Please be sure to arrive promptly. Sign up during coffee hours, call Sandy Beauregard
or the church office before March 6. See you there!!!
THE LUNCH BUNCH - TUESDAY, MARCH 12 – 11:30 A.M. - We are going on a field trip in
March. Due to problems with the van, the group will be meeting at the Rialto Restaurant at
11:30 a.m. There is parking in the Bell Garage across the street from the restaurant, several lots
and on-street parking. After enjoying lunch we will walk to the Palace to begin our guided tour
on stage at 1:00 p.m. Make your reservations soon at coffee hour or by calling the church office.
All are welcome.

CHURCH TOUR & LUNCH!
SATURDAY, MARCH 30 – 10 A.M.
Join us as we travel to Shadyside and tour
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church at 10:00
a.m. Lunch will be at the Church Brew
Works in Lawrenceville following the tour.
Check the First View in the coming weeks
for more information.

LOOKING FOR US ONLINE? Not only do we have a Facebook page
(facebook.com/firstpresbyteriangreensburg) but we also have a BRAND NEW website! Check it
out and let us know what you think! You can find it at www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com.
ATTENTION!!!! When sending mail to the church office, please be sure to include “P. O. Box
1038” on the address line to assure delivery. Though we have had this P.O. box for many years,
new policies at the post office have enforced the use of this designation.

Circle Meetings for Presbyterian Women
ABIGAIL CIRCLE MEETS WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13 @ 10:30 A.M. Our Bible study this year is
God’s Promise – I am With You. We meet in the Refectory (the small dining room just off the
Dining Room). If you have any questions, please see Peg Carpenter, Circle Chairperson or call
the church office.
REDSTONE HIGHLANDS CIRCLE –MARCH 14 @ 10:00 A.M. The members of the former Lois
Circle are reconvening as a new circle to be held at Redstone Highlands in Greensburg on the
second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. The circle will meet in the Highlanders Room and
will be led by the Rev. Bobbie Hineline. You do not need to be a resident of Redstone to
participate. If you are interested in this new circle, please call Linda Turin or the church office.
AN OPEN INVITATION to members and friends of First Presbyterian Church to join the Monday
Morning Sewing Circle that meets at 9:00 a.m. Monday mornings in the Fletcher Room. You
don’t have to be an expert tailor to hem the cotton flannelette baby receiving blankets or to sew
the “little dresses for Africa”. If you are interested, please contact Sylvia Carlson at 724-7552288 for information. Membership at this church is not a requirement. Anyone is welcome.
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE: The Presbyterian Women’s annual rummage sale will be held Friday
and Saturday, April 12 and 13, 2019. The donation period will begin Friday, March 1 and
continue through Monday, April 8, again using the stage in the Fletcher Room.
REMEMBER: we do not accept wire hangers, infant car seats, cribs, computers, televisions
or large exercise equipment such as bikes or treadmills. If you have any questions, please
contact Barbara Burchill (724-838-1546) or Lynne Rain (724-672-6738), Co-Chairs.

A Report on the Capital Campaign
Pledges totaling $729,913!
Donations received $622,726!

ON SUNDAY, MARCH 10…
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SET YOUR
CLOCKS FORWARD ONE HOUR FOR
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME!

Easter Lilies 2019
March 3 @ 12 p.m. - Y-Fi is continuing its weird journey in our series “THAT’S IN THE
BIBLE?!” You thought you knew all of the stories in the Bible from Sunday School? Think
again! If there was one food you got to have every day for every meal, what would it be? Do
you think you could really eat the same thing all the time? Come hear about the time the
Israelites got stuck eating nothing but manna and quail, and the time after that, and the time
after that…
March 10 @ 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.…Young Adult Dinner @ the Atkinson home! Join us for a homecooked meal and a wonderful time of catching up with each other and looking forward to what’s
in store for the spring! This dinner is a great opportunity to join us if you’re home for a break!

Prepaid Orders Due by Sunday, April 7
The Worship Committee is making lilies available for $10.00 each. If you wish to place
one or more flowers in the sanctuary for Easter,
please return this form to the church office with $10.00 for
each plant desired. You may, if you wish, place your lilies
"In Memory Of" and/or "In Honor Of" loved ones.
The deadline for orders is Sunday, April 7.
Lilies may be picked up following the Easter Sunday Service.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------My Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Place my flower(s) "In Memory Of":
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Place my flower(s) "In Honor Of":
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is $_____________ for ____________ (quantity) flowers

March 17 @ 11:30 a.m. – Y-Fi Field Trip!
Join us to see some real live birds and sloths
at the National Aviary with our Y-Fi
volunteer and resident bird expert, Dr. Jim
Kellam! Cost is $17 for admission (bring
extra for snacks, souvenirs, or feeding the
birds!) Parents & siblings are welcome to join
us! RSVP to Niki by 3/10!
March 24 @ 12 p.m. – Games w/Geoff…are you interested
in learning how to play role playing games?
Come and join with this group to make up a
character and solve problems with a group of
your friends! Bring your own snacks, your
imagination, and a sense of adventure!
Coming in April…More gaming, more weird Bible
stories, and sharing ideas for our summer activities! Stay
Tuned for next month’s growing and fun-ning!

Y-FI
Y-Fi is now on the First &
Third Sundays from 12pm2pm (unless otherwise
noted.)
Stay Tuned for Our Winter
Topics!
-Tonight’s Special: Quail
Tomorrow’s Special: Still
Quail
The Next Day’s Special:
Just Get Used to Quail
-The Young & the Restless
(aka “The Life of Samson”)
-Ananias & Sapphira (also,
“Why You Shouldn’t Lie in
Church.”)

Are you a third grader or older who would like to serve as an acolyte? Or maybe
even read the Call to Worship? Would you also like to know what an acolyte is and
what acolytes do? Join us on Sunday, March 24 right after worship for training and
learning more about this great way you can be a part of leading worship!

Behold, the Lamb of God!
Lent 2019
Ash Wednesday 2019
Wednesday, March 6 – 7:00 PM
Main Sanctuary
We begin our Lenten journey together as Christ’s Church in worship. Join with us Ash
Wednesday evening for this simple service of repentance and recommitment. We begin our
series “Behold, the Lamb of God!” which will continue throughout Lent with the Mid-Week
Chapel Services.

Sundays in Lent …
Lent 1 – March 10 – 10:00 a.m.
“A Grateful Identity”
Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 10
Lent 2 – March 17 – 10:00 a.m.
“A People”
Lent 3 – March 24 – 10:00 a.m.
“What Money Can’t Buy”
Lent 4 – March 31 – 10:00 a.m.
“A Self-Assessment”
Lent 5 – April 7 – 10:00 a.m.
“A Path in the Mighty Waters”
Communion is celebrated on Sunday, April 7
April 14 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday
“Coming Into His Own”

Mid-Week Lenten Services: Behold, the Lamb of God!
Wednesdays in Lent – 7 p.m. , The Memorial Chapel
During the Wednesdays in Lent, we will gather in our beautiful Memorial Chapel for a thirty
minute service of prayer, meditation, music and a homily delivered on the various use of lamb
imagery throughout the New Testament in describing our Lord and Savior. Wednesdays, March
13, 20, 27 and April 3 & 10
THE SEASON OF LENT begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6 this year.
This year, you will be able to enrich your Lenten disciplines by using a
devotional “box” entitled “Lent+@HomeKit.” In this box, you will find a
card with a prayer, scripture reading, and devotional activity (with
needed materials) to do on your own or with your family. There is a
devotion for every week of Lent, as well as Ash Wednesday and Easter
Sunday. Boxes will be available during coffee hour starting Sunday, February 24. There will be a
limited number, so get yours while they’re available! Have a blessed Lent! -Your Christian
Education Committee

Wednesdays in Len
The Worship Committee is inviting all members and friends to attend FPC’s mid-week Lenten
Service. This year’s theme is Behold the Lamb.
Place: First Presbyterian Memorial Chapel
Time: 7 PM
Dates: March 13, 20, 27, April 3, and 10
This is a time to reflect, prayer and let our hearts be stirred by the Spirit of God.

BLOSSOMS IN THE DESERT – ORGAN AND ARTWORK IN THE LENTEN SEASON
You are invited to come to our beautiful sanctuary for a recital each Friday during Lent. The
noon recitals will be presented by current students and recent graduates of Seton Hill University.
Following each recital, join us in the assembly room for an art show by Stacey Pydynkowski. A
box lunch will be available for $10.00. Hearing requests from our Advent series, a gluten free
option will be available. The first recital will be Friday, March 8 at noon.

CHURCH STARTS RECYCLING PAPER AND CARDBOARD!
“For there is hope for a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its shoots will
not cease” (Job 14:7).
God has blessed us with trees that feed us and shelter us. Even God’s word is written on pages
made from trees! Thankfully, trees harvested for these purposes can sprout up again. But what
of the paper and cardboard we use? Technology allows us to recycle it and put it to use again,
even though its fibers are no longer living. Recycling paper and cardboard is a modern way to
preserve the “hope of a tree” that comforted the writer of Job.
The church Stewardship Committee has placed blue
recycling containers at strategic locations throughout the
church building. These will be emptied on a weekly basis
and deposited in the green and yellow dumpster that was
recently placed on church grounds near our parking lot
along Third Street. The dumpster is maintained by Royal
Oak Recycling Company, which collects the paper and pays
the church a small amount of money for each ton. The
company encourages use by the community, so anyone can
put their recyclable paper and cardboard in the dumpster at any time.
Items you may place in the dumpster outside (or blue recycling containers inside) include:
Church bulletins, inserts, newsletters, newspaper, magazines, catalogs, office and school papers,
books, junk mail, envelopes, folders, copy machine paper, colored paper, phone books, shredded
paper (bagged), corrugated cardboard, chipboard (e.g., cereal boxes).
Please do NOT recycle plastic, metal, or glass. Also, paper products contaminated with dirt or
food should not be recycled; and tissue paper, tissues, and paper towels are not accepted.
Questions? Contact Jim Kellam, Chair of the Stewardship Committee.

SECOND SUNDAY SUPPER . . . .
"In everything I showed you that by working
hard in this manner you must help the weak and
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He
Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to
receive.'" Acts 20:35
“It is more blessed to give than to receive”
When I hear this verse I immediately think of our
brothers and sisters in Christ who volunteer each
month at our Second Sunday Suppers. They
share so freely of their time, efforts and gifts
each month. We have various members who
give of their time each second Sunday of the month by doing things like setting the dining room,
assisting in the kitchen, washing dishes, scrubbing pots as well as serving and interacting with
our guests. For these efforts, we say thank you.
In February, the day of Second Sunday Supper was brisk
and cool with snow later in the evening but forty guests
were able to join us on Sunday, February 10, 2019 at 3:00
p.m. in the church dining room. Gretchen Lowry
prepared a lovely meal which started with a fresh salad of
greens and vegetables. The first course was followed by
a hearty helping of Shepherd's Pie (a result of the fall
2018 survey request for favorite food items from our
guests) and finished with delicious brownies and ice
cream for dessert. There were some left overs, not too
many because the guests all had the opportunity for a
second helping, so we boxed what was remaining and
offered them to the
guests to take with
them. Next month,
Holly Hallman will be
leading our kitchen team and we can’t wait to see what she
and her team will be serving in March.
Are you interested in helping? Why not consider coming in
March to spend some time volunteering? Next month
doesn’t work? That’s okay too . . . Join us on any second Sunday of the month! Contact Scott
Sucke (sesucke@yahoo.com) for more details!

STIRRED HEARTS ….
PRAISE GOD – THE MASTER OF MUSIC AND LOVELINESS
Well-developed music programs in schools, colleges,
universities and churches are amongst the most costly items in
the budget. At First Presbyterian Church, we not only have the
cost of music, but the upkeep of a large pipe organ, a chapel
organ, five pianos, ninety-nine hand-bells, choir chimes, bell
tables, foam covers, special bell gloves, folders, choir robe
cleaning to preserve very expensive garments, music library
materials and the list is unending.
In 1979, the Reverend John Purnell and the Reverend Dr.
Robert Emrich began a fund in memory of my father, Dr. Edgar
S. Highberger. Shortly after that, Joann and I decided to give
funds on a regular basis to support and to extend the various needs of music at our church. In 1987, after
the retirement of most of our faithful soloists, we began what is commonly called a Choral Scholar
Program to provide stipends for soloists and section leaders for the Chancel Choir, which became a model
for five other churches in our area. Choral Scholars are a very common commodity in churches with
developed music programs throughout the United States. In 2015, gifts from my fiftieth anniversary were
put into a fund entitled “Ed’s 50th” .
Just a few years ago, Joanne and I decided to create an endowment for the music program which would
continue in our will as members of the Coulter Society. It is now used to support the stipends for soloists,
section leaders and instrumentalists, and hopefully for support of our concert series, which began in 1975.
Jack and Carol henry have provided a choral scholarship for a Seton Hill University student for many
years and the Attorney Thomas P. Cole Music Memorial Fund was initiated and is supported by Sandra
Cole.
We are so very fortunate to have Dr. John Salveson as our Minister of Music and Organist. He is
certainly an extremely talented musician who strives for excellence. I am also impressed with his kind
and creative spirit.
With the continued budget restraints, it is of utmost importance to preserve the vital programs that we
now have. You are invited to contribute to any of the funds mentioned or to support another phase of our
church life in addition to your regular giving.
As Johann Sebastian Bach used to write on his sacred and secular masterpieces – Soli Deo Gloria, which
translates from the Latin to read “To God Alone Be Glory”
Sincerely,
Edgar (Ed) B. Highberger
Minister of Music and Organist Emeritus and Elder

