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The Coulter Society asks that you please consider
remembering our church in your will!
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Garrett Kalinowski and Jay McCann, Assistant Sextons
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IN JESUS CHRIST WE SEE GOD ...

From Romans 11:
O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments
and how inscrutable his ways!

The witness of scripture is that God’s ways are not our ways, and they remain inscrutable to us. We
cannot assail ‘on high’ as it were and storm the ramparts of God’s security and inner thoughts. We are
wholly dependent upon the revelation that God provides for us. We stand in need of information from
God directly (or indirectly) to fuel our faith.

Gordon Kaufmann, late professor of theology at Yale University, said, rather famously: God is never
available to us as an object we can directly inspect and examine.

William C. Placher, a Presbyterian theologian of some repute, wrote: We have to try to hear God speak
to us, if we are to escape worshipping an idol. That means we cannot simply fit God in as one
component of our intellectual systems, or think only of a God who fits our categories and purposes.
But we cannot climb to heaven on a pile of negatives and paradoxes either. God has to come to us,
and, when that happens and we manage to notice, we will find all our intellectual, moral, and social
orders mightily upset. Christians have always, in one degree or another, failed to notice God’s
initiatives toward the world, sought to move to God under their own power, and thereby fallen into
idolatry.

The problem comes for us as Christians when we seek to construct our view of God from our own wishes
and desires rather than to be informed by the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. He provides for us the
surest comprehension of the incomprehensible; the clearest vision in the murky landscape of
contemporary modern (and postmodern) visions of the deity. In Jesus Christ, we see, finally, who God is
for us, with us, and near us. It is this vision that we ought to seek.

Grace and Peace,
Martin
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

PRAYER LIST: Dr. Bill Abraham, Dr. Lorraine Allen, Bill & Chris Berkebile,
Trudy Brunot, Lisa Bulger, Peg Carpenter, Sandy Cole, Dan & Ginger Collier,
William Courtney, Dick Crowe, Mark Cuneo, Michael Felice, Sara Francis, Linda
Gallick, Duffy Greba, Helen, Ed and Joanne Highberger, Gretchen Highberger,
Linda Hughes, Jacobsky Family, Lucas James, Brett Johnson, Weston Johnson,
Shannan Kellam, Arlene Kendra, Levi Keys, Emily King, Sandra Krupala, Patricia
& Jerry Lowry, Debbie Loyal, Joanne Mcllhattan, Bob Noel, John & Bonny Noel,
Nancy Pallitta, Gerry Pricer, Marnie Abraham Russell, Nico Salvio, Julia
Schaming, Jason Schuchman, Jenny Schuchman, Paige, Mitch and Colbie James
Settino, Pam Slater, Jack Slaugenhaupt, Nancy Stahl, Carolyn Taylor, Alice Ann Templeton, Sonny & Jo
Thomas, Lynda Turin, Linda & Tom Turin, Amy Weir, Doug & Lisa Wessling, Don Whipkey, Kathy
Wilson, Sue Woodward, Caroline Woodward & family, Guy Y.

BIRTHDAYS: Each month we observe the VIP and fourscore or more birthdays: If you are 80 or older
and would like to be listed in the monthly newsletter, please contact the church. August birthdays are:

Richard Morford, 759 College Ave., Gbg (1)

Don White, 404 Shogan Drive, Gbg (3)

Betty Hammer, 4949 Cline Hollow Rd., Room 045, Murrysville 15668 (12)

Sandra Finley, 911 Summit Dr., Gbg (13)

Judith Myers, 434 N. Maple Ave., Gbg (13)

Jerry Cumer, 338 Walnut Avenue, Gbg (16)

Judith Perkins, 4811 Tara View Dr., Leesburg, FL. 34748 (17)

Carolyn Falcon, 220 W. 4™ St., Gbg (21)

Linda Wright, 732 Cochran Dr., Gbg (31)

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS since June 22. 2026 — Debbie and John Grisnik, Robin Jennings, Lindsay
DuVal, Millicent Magiera, Bob and Linda Yaley, Barb and Greg Nichols, Joan and Mike Sweeney, Ron
and Judy Perkins, Mark and Kaaren Tintori, John and Darlene Caperelli, Bill Naylor, Barb Ciampini,
Vaccare’s Pharmacy, Arlene Kendra, Blanche and George Metzgar, Michael and Sandra Cassidy, Paul
and Linda Murphy, Linda Melago

Stewardship Report
Financial Report: (as of July 21, 2026)
Year to Date Receipts: $406,076.80
Year to Date Expenses: $395,743.09
Year to Date Surplus: $10,333.71

If you would rather receive an electronic version of the First News, please
let us know at fpcgreensburg@comcast.net and we’ll add you to our email list and
remove you from the paper copy list. Then you will receive the First News through
your computer rather than the mail box, but you’ll have to let us know!! A copy of
the latest First News can also be found at our website:

www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com

-
STAY

CONNECTED

Worship: Sundays at 10 a.m.

Sunday morning worship services will be both in-person and by technological means (Simulcast,
YouTube, the church’s website.) Join us for live simulcast service at:
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyteriangreensburg.

Archived service at: www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com/worship video

First Fridays: News & Updates: If you haven’t been receiving our First Fridays: News &
Updates, please call Kim at the church office (724-832-0150) to verify and/or update your
correct email address.

For Such a Time as This: A Daily Devotional — By ten o’clock in the morning each day,
Monday through Friday, Martin posts a new devotion on the website. If you would like this
devotion sent to your email inbox, subscribe by notifying the church office.

Have You Considered Sponsoring a Fellowship Hour? Provide 4 dozen baked goods or a
minimum donation of $40 to cover the costs. Use the sign-up sheet on the Dining Room bulletin
board or call the church office. Your contributions and participation are greatly appreciated.

Nursery Hours 10 a.m. — 11 a.m. Summer Hours! — Drop off care is available in the FPC
nursery each Sunday morning for children Birth through Pre/K. We are excited to welcome
FPC’s youngest members and friends for a time of play, music, fun, or a nap! For safety reasons,
caregivers are asked to provide their own drinks and snacks for their child.

Do you wish to give online?
To set up your own recurring donations, either visit the church website or
scan the QR code with your smart phone, or contact the church office for
help. The church accrues a monthly fee for those who give by credit or
debit card. The church currently also incurs a 2.84% fee plus 45 cents on
every credit or debit card donation. These fees are not incurred for the
church for donations routed through Vanco from a checking account.
Your support of Christ’s church in this place is greatly appreciated!
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Online Church Directory Ready to Launch!
Watch for it in September!

Aaron Runco and the Board of Deacons have been developing an online church directory that
will be accessible through our church’s website and also in print version. The directory will be
completely secure, password protected and easily accessible and downloadable. Members can
then upload their own photos for the directory right on the site. Also, for those less
technologically savvy, members of the Board of Deacons will offer to take photos at an
upcoming fellowship hour. Watch for further information in the September First News or the
church bulletin.

Fellowship Hour: Sundays, August 2, 16 and 30
The Deacons cordially invite the congregation to gather for Fellowship Hour! Join us in the
Dining Room immediately following worship for Coffee, Baked Goods AND Fellowship!
Coffee provided by the Millers of 19 Coffee! Provide 4 dozen baked goods or a minimum of $40
donation to cover the cost. If you would like to sponsor a Fellowship Hour, please use the sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board in the Dining Room or call the church office. The next open
fellowship is December 6.

The Pastoral Care Committee of the Board of Deacons oversees a VIP program. VIPs are
members of our congregation who are unable to attend church services on a short-term or long-
term basis. The Board of Deacons, along with the pastor, provides these members with visits,
phone calls, cards and reminders of their connection to our congregation, including the
Sacrament of Communion, as requested. Please contact the church office (724- 832-0150) for
more information and/or to request that you, or someone you know, be added to our list.

STEWARDSHIP

Managing God'’s Gifts To Us

“I hear an eastbound.” About three miles to the west an air horn warned the residents of Union
Furnace that a train was crossing Johnson Hill Road. Everyone around the campfire picked up
their drinks and walked down to the clearing to watch. The night sky was so dark that the band of
stars forming the Milky Way was clearly visible overhead. A steep slope led down to the
westbound train tracks. Beyond was a low hill, then the Little Juniata River and on its far bank
were the eastbound train tracks. Behind those tracks Short Mountain rose 1064 feet above us,
blotting out the stars. After a few minutes, the faint sound of the approaching diesel locomotives
became muffled as the train entered the Spruce Creek Tunnel. If you were standing on the
eastbound tracks the light at the end of the tunnel would literally be a train. However, from our
vantage point only a narrow beam escaped the tunnel. Train headlights are ten to twenty times
brighter than car headlights. That bright light was not hidden under a basket but was under part
of a mountain. As the leading locomotive got closer to the exit of the tunnel, that narrow beam
quickly expanded upward to become a cone which illuminated the entire flank of Short
Mountain. On that dark night the effect was stunning.

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.

As Christian disciples we are called upon to be the light of the world, to shine before others, to
show our good works, and give glory to our Father who is in heaven. Can our light also expand
outward and upward to reach others beyond those who normally see our good works?

-Steve Ross
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CORNERSTONE - We will be going back to former Greensburg favorite, Jaffre's Restaurant on
Pittsburgh St. (across from Aldi's and Primanti's). We will dine at 5:00 on August 14th (Friday).
Interested? Please contact Sandy Beauregard (sandbeaul @verizon.net or 724-331-3457/724-
834-2247) or sign-up during coffee hour.

THE M&E COMMITTEE has been busy planning future events to meet new members and
celebrate church comradery. Look for sign-up sheets during Fellowship Hour and mark your
calendar for these future events: August 11 — The Lincoln Highway Experience; August 30 —
Church Picnic; September 12 — Cornerstone at Jon Bennet Tavern; October 3 — Sugar Creek play
“Elijah” (tickets still available) and November 29 — Fall Munch-a-long.

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC — SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 11:30 A.M.

HEATHER LUND PAVILION, MT. ODIN PARK
We’ll provide the hamburgers and hot dogs, soda and table service just bring a dish to share and
be prepared to have a good time of fellowship and fun in the great outdoors!
Sign-up during Fellowship Hours.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

SPECIAL SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL — Join us for a special summer Sunday school session after
the children’s sermon on August 30, 2026.

LOOKING FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/VOLUNTEERS — Do you have a heart for children
and a desire to share God’s love? Our Sunday School program is growing and we’re looking for
passionate, caring volunteers to join our team! Whether you have experience teaching or simply
a willingness to help, there’s a place for you. Help us create a fun, faith-filled environment
where kids can grow in their relationship with Jesus. Please call or text Jennifer Slater at 724-
217-3448, or email jslater.fpc@gmail.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/VOLUNTEERS ORIENTATION — August 30, 2026, 9:00 a.m., Art
Room — First floor CE wing. Any person who volunteers in a church setting and works with
children, youth or vulnerable adults are required by the state of PA to update their clearances
every 5 years. Each year, a volunteer training session is offered to assist with that process and
train volunteers in FPC specific policies. Mark your calendar and be sure to attend!

\ A g

RALLY DAY BREAKFAST — September 13, 2026, 9:00 a.m., Fletcher Room.. You are invited to
this Chrisitian Education Committee sponsored fellowship event! Mark your calendar with
updated Sunday School times and changes. See the curriculum. Meet the teachers. Learn about
musical opportunites for children and you. Enjoy a continental breakfast. See you there!
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SECOND SUNDAY SUPPER: Join us in the FPC kitchen on Sunday, August 9, 1:30 p.m. - 3:30
p.m. to help with the distribution of the Second Sunday dinners. RSVP to Jennifer Slater
by August 8.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 1:00 - 3:00 Join us at the Slater’'s home for a pool party. Please
RSVP to Jennifer Slater.

AueUsT 30, 9:15 A.M. - Come to our volunteer meeting if you are interested in helping
with our children's (Pre-K - Grade 5) Sunday School Program which begins September 13
and meets each Sunday after the Children's Sermon. No teaching experience is necessary
- just a willing heart, a positive attitude and a love for kids! Whether you can help every
week or occasionally, we'd love to have you on the feam! Come see how you can make a
difference in a child's faith journey.
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TRI-CITY MEALS ON WHEELS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS -- Volunteering is a great way to give back
and connect with your community. Tri-City Meals on Wheels, located at 716 Foster Street in
Greensburg, is looking for volunteers. Tri-City Meals on Wheels, which receives no government
assistance, provides low cost ($4.50/day) nutritious meals to close to 200 people daily, who need
the help. Meals are provided 5 days per week, Mon-Fri, excluding holidays and snow days.
Volunteers, who prepare food, start at 7:30 a.m. and are finished around 11 a.m.. Drivers and
runners deliver the meals between 10:30 a.m. to noon. You may have a permanent job/shift per
week or act as a temporary volunteer, covering a shift when someone needs a day off. Interested?
Call Tri-City Meals on Wheels at 724 -837-6117.

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY - EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING AT 7:30 A.M.: This Bible
study has many wonderful ingredients: warm fellowship, good friendships, open discussions,
great breakfasts AND the opportunity to grow in faith together. We gather every Wednesday
morning at 7:30 a.m. at Eat n’ Park across from Westmoreland Mall. We are currently studying
the book of Exodus.

THE ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAY MORNINGS: Beginning on Sunday, September 20!!! Please
join us for lively discussions on the Christian faith and life on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in
the PW Lounge. This year we will be reading Spiritual and Religious by British theologian,
N.T. Wright. With his characteristic verve and incisiveness, Wright traces the parallels between
the worldviews of the first and twenty-first centuries, and shows how a better understanding of
God as Trinity can breathe fresh life into our understanding and preaching of the gospel today.
Please see Dr. Ankrum for a copy of the book.

RE:START: The Book of Deuteronomy, Monday,
September 28 @ 7 P.M. Deuteronomy relates the story of the
people of God and is a central book of the Old Testament.
Please join us for lively discussion on the texts under
consideration! We will meet on Monday, September 28 at 7
p.m. in the Assembly Room. The class is led by Dr. Ankrum.

START

THE LAST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB: We’ll gather on Tuesday, September 29 at 7 P.M. in the
PW Lounge on the first floor of the CE Wing. We will be reading short stories from 100 Great
Short Stories: Dover Thrift Edition, which can be obtained through Amazon. We will discuss the
following three stories:

Ivan S. Turgenev — The District Doctor
Charles Dickens — Nobody’s Story
Herman Melville — The Lightning-Rod Man



SUNDAYS IN AUGUST
PLEASE SEE BELOW

SUMMER CHOIR Have you ever thought about singing in a choir? This August is the perfect
opportunity to give it a try! First Presbyterian Church of Greensburg invites singers of all
experience levels to participate in Summer Choir. Whether you are a longtime choir member,
sang years ago, or have never sung in a choir before, you are welcome. There are no auditions
and no long-term commitment—just come and sing. Summer Choir will sing on August 9
(SATB), August 16 (Men's Choir), August 23 (Women's Choir), and August 30 (SATB). Join us
for one Sunday or all four! For more information, contact Samuel Gray, Minister of Music.
Come make a joyful noise with us this summer! ¢ "Sing to the Lord a new song." — Psalm
96:1

FILING CABINETS AVAILABLE - First Presbyterian Church has five excess filing cabinets
available to anyone who may be able to use them. These are available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Please contact the church office if you are interested or would like more
information.

Make Music with Us This Fall at FPC!

The 20262027 music season begins this September at First Presbyterian Church of Greensburg,
with opportunities for singers, instrumentalists, handbell ringers, children, and youth. Whether
you are an experienced musician, returning after time away, or joining an ensemble for the first

time, there is a place for you in FPC’s music ministry.
Fall ensemble rehearsals begin September 3, with individual start dates listed below.

FPC WIND ENSEMBLE - First rehearsal: September 10; Rehearsals: Thursdays, 5:30—6:30
p.m. The Wind Ensemble will generally hold two rehearsals before each scheduled worship
performance and will provide music on selected Sundays throughout the year. Winds will not
perform on Sundays when the Kirk Ringers are scheduled.

KIRK RINGERS - First rehearsal: September 3; Rehearsals: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

FPC’s adult handbell choir will participate in worship approximately once each month, typically
presenting two selections, and will also ring on Christmas Eve and during selected festival
services.

CHANCEL CHOIR - First rehearsal: September 3; Rehearsals: Thursdays, 7:30-8:45 p.m.;
Choir retreat: September 5. The Chancel Choir will sing weekly beginning September 6, with
a lighter schedule following Christmas. The choir leads worship through anthems, introits,
hymns, and music for special services throughout the church year.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MUSIC - Rehearsals: Sundays following worship, 11:00-11:45 a.m.
First rehearsal: September 13. Children and youth will participate in worship approximately
once each month and during selected festival services. Rehearsals may include singing, chimes,
instruments, and other creative opportunities for young musicians to share their gifts.

FPC’S MAIN STREET BRASS ENSEMBLE - The Main Street Brass Ensemble will provide music
for major festival services, including World Communion Sunday, Christ the King Sunday,
Christmas Eve, Easter, and other occasions as the music budget permits. Rehearsals will be
announced and scheduled in advance of each service.

FPC’s ensembles offer more than preparation for Sunday morning. They are places of
fellowship, musical growth, creativity, service, and shared faith. New participants are warmly
welcome.
Complete ensemble schedules can be found on the church website at
www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com/ensembles.

For additional information or to join an ensemble, please contact Samuel Gray, Minister of
Music & Organist phone: 724-832-0150; email: fpcgmusicministry@gmail.com
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