For Such a Time as This
A Daily Devotional
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

From Proverbs 18:
The name of the Lord is a strong tower;
the righteous run into it and are safe.

The season of Advent calls us all to cast an anticipating

glance to the action of God in this world. When our eyes
are properly open, we perceive this divine action even now,
in our midst. But the season of Advent encourages us to

consider what is to come: the restoration and the
redemption that is in the hands of God and God alone.

Karl Barth understood this and our seeming inability to see
God’s purposes in the chaos of the current era:

Perchance the real trouble in our difficult times is that
we are so dull of hearing and that in our lives so little of
the perfect way is manifest. On this account we are
restless and like the disciples we are driven to ask Jesus:
‘Lord, teach us to pray!’ — to pray so that we shall be
heard. Both they and we have been taught how to pray;
therefore, we are not to learn something new, but to apply and practice what we have been taught. To
speak honestly, we stumble, as it were, into the Lord’s Prayer, when we offer the petition ‘hallowed by
thy name!’ and when we think we are advancing into other petitions, which we presume to understand
better than the first, we are actually standing still. Our failure to listen attentively, our uncertain and
disorderly conduct, the want of answers to our prayers, is evidence of this fact; and, if we are not to sink
like Peter into the waves of the sea, we must begin anew with the cry, ‘Lord, help us!’ yea, with the
simplest and profoundest thing — with the beginning, with the name of the Lord.

Advent bids us to order our lives around the name of God and the purposes of God. Barth makes it clear that for
most of the time we truly live ‘uncertain and disorderly’ lives. This is not to say that we don’t know our way or
that we are utterly lost in some form of immoral or ungodly pursuit. Rather, it is more the case that we live
casual lives that do not necessarily compel us to consider the purposes of God or the claims of Advent upon our
lives.

Yet the proverbial statement that opens this devotion reminds us that the name of the Lord ‘is a strong tower,’
giving refuge to us all. We fail to avail ourselves of such refuge when we prefer our own ways to the ways of
God. Such refuge is not a reward for right thinking, right acting or right judgment on our part, rather it is an
indication of a mercy that is waiting for us, even if we are seeking other ways. Still, it is waiting for us ...

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, may I stay awake to the possibilities of this Advent. Amen
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