
For Such a Time as This 
A Daily Devotional 
Friday, April 3, 2020 
 

Blessed are the poor … (A portion of the sermon 

delivered Wednesday evening at FPC) 

 

These are times when we, as God’s people, need to return 

to words that remind us exactly who we are and who we are 

being formed to be by God.  The words of the Beatitudes 

do just that for us.  These are not words of aspiration, 

calling us to become something that we are not yet, but 

rather words that speak to exactly who God has made us in 

Jesus Christ and continues to form us to be even here and 

even now. 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian executed by 

Hitler at the end of the Second World War, wrote that the 

words of the Beatitudes were meant by Christ to draw the 

disciples together with the people of God to demonstrate 

just who they were in God. He wrote: “All are called to be 

what in the reality of God they are already.” 

 

Jesus is not calling us to achieve these elements of the 

Beatitudes but to see that God this is the kind of people that is forming us to be.  These are not pathways to 

success or spiritual freedom, rather they are what our realization of God’s action in our lives look likes.  If we 

hear these words and despite the strange jux-a-positions, still these words make sense to our souls, then we 

know that we are in the midst of being the people who God seeks us to become.  

 

Christ reminds that we are people called to the humility of the poor, to the sensitivity towards others as those 

who mourn, to the hunger of those who seek for righteousness and justice amongst others, to be people who 

develop mercy as a byway and an essential to our very lives and more. These are things that God uses to mark 

our lives that times like these bade us to remember and recall so that we might continue to be formed by them 

into the people that God has called us and enabled us to be. 

 

In the current situation we face as a people and as a world, we all need to be remember the people God has 

called us to be … people who seek humility, mercy, justice, sensitivity for the needs of others and for the 

righteousness of God’s ways in this world.  We need to remember these words as surely as a couple needs to 

recall their wedding vows.  We need to remember just who God has made us to be and who God continues to 

form us to be even here and even now.  For indeed, we have been formed as the people of God for such a time 

as this.  

 

Prayer for the Day: (From A Guide to Prayer …) 

Almighty God, you have called the church into being and have gathered us into one family.  But the 

power of your Holy Spirit help us to live in unity and peace with all your children.  May our actions this 

day be fruit of our faith in your kingdom.  In the name of Christ. AMEN. 
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