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THE ORDER OF SERVICE  

CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL SERVICE 
NINE O’CLOCK 

DECEMBER 24, 2022  



CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL SERVICE 
DECEMBER 24, 2022 – 9 P.M. 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

 

On This Day, Earth Shall Ring Raymond Haan 

The Shepherd’s Song Cynthia Dobrinski 

La Nativité Jean Langlais 

 
“In a humble manger in a silent night, Mary and Joseph await the birth of the Lord Christ. 

The child being born, the heavenly host, in the glorious vision tell the shepherds of the happening in 

Bethlehem. The shepherds having come to the manger offer to the Jesus child in signs of adoration their 

most tender melodies. Then the holy family finds calm in the peace of the Lord.” 

-Jean Langlais (translated from the original French) 

 

SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE          Isaiah 9:2-7 The Reverend Dr. Martin R. Ankrum 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN     O Come, All Ye Faithful                          ADESTE FIDELES 
(Please stand for the singing of the hymn at the first sound of the trumpets) 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!  

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!  O come, let us adore him; O come, 

let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!  

 

True God from true God, Light from light eternal, born of a virgin, a mortal he 

comes; very God, begotten, not created!  O come, let us adore him; O come, let us 

adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!   

 

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory 

to God, all glory in the highest! O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!  

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! O come, let us adore him; O come, let 

us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

BIDDING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Ankrum 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



THE WORD 
 

THE ANGEL GABRIEL SALUTES THE VIRGIN MARY 

Luke 1:26-35, 38 Miss Cora Sherman, Reader 

 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will 

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. …  Then Mary said, “Here am I, 

the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 

her. 

 

ANTHEM             Gabriel’s Message    arr. David Willcocks 

 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, His wings as drifted snow, His eyes as flame "All hail" 

said he "thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady, " Gloria, Gloria.  "For known a 

blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, Thy Son shall be Emanuel, by 

seers foretold.  Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, "To me be as it pleaseth God, " she 

said, "My soul shall laud and magnify His holy name."  Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say. 

 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

Luke 2:1-7 (Read in the Braid Scots) Mr. Gerald Cumer, Reader 

 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 

 

HYMN                    Away in the Manger MUELLER/CRADLE SONG 
(Please remain seated and sing the hymn as indicated Congregation/Choir) 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 

head. The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus 

asleep on the hay. 



 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is 

nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee 

there. 

 

THE SHEPHERDS GO TO THE MANGER 

Luke 2:8-20 (Read in the Braid Scots) Mr. Cumer, Reader 

 
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, and Mary treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 

 

 ANTHEM  Echo Carol               Jüngst 

 
While by my sheep I watched at night, Glad tidings brought an angel bright: How great my joy, 

great my joy, Joy, joy joy,  Joy, joy joy, Praise we the Lord in heaven on high. Praise we the 

Lord in heaven on high. There shall be born, so He did say, In Bethlehem a Child today: 

(refrain) There shall He lie in manger mean, Who shall redeem the world from sin: (refrain) 

Lord, evermore to me be nigh, Then shall my heart be filled with joy! 

 

HYMN  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing        MENDELSSOHN 
(Please stand at the first sound of the trumpets for the singing of the hymn) 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. Peace on earth and 

mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  Joyful all ye nations, rise; join the 

triumph of the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”   

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  



 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, late in time behold 

him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb.  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the 

incarnate deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  Hark! The 

herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! Light and life 

to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.  Mild he lays his glory by, born that 

we no more may die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”                     

                     

THE WISEMEN ARE LED BY THE STAR 

Matthew 2:1-12 The Rev. Ms. Sylvia Carlson, Reader 

 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came 

to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 

his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 

when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When 

they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 

his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

ANTHEM Heavenly Light Kopylov 

 
Sent from heaven, thy rays were given on great and small to shine, O Light Divine!  May each 

soul in sorrow’s night see the heavenly light!  Thou blessing to all creation, lead us to our 

salvation!  All those whose feet may falter, lead unto the sacred altar!  Oh, shine from above, 

Divine Light of love!  Show us the way unto our God, we pray!  Thou our beacon and guide 

shalt be!  Light Divine, we praise Thee! 

 

 



THE RESPONSE 
 

 

THE CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                   Dr. Ankrum 
(The loose offerings received this evening will be given to Christian Layman. Offering plates are placed in the 

main aisle near the Narthex and near the ramp on the pulpit side.)  

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC               Gesu Bambino Douglas Wagner 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE         In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 

 

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I 

were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

 

THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION 

John 1:1-14 Miss Mary Claire Sherman, Reader 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

 

ANTHEM              Christmas Has a Darkness                                                              Chaz Bowers 
(Commissioned by the Congregation of First Presbyterian in Memory of Dr. John Barth Salveson) 

 
Christmas has a darkness brighter than the blazing noon, Christmas has a chillness warmer 

than the heat of June, Christmas has a beauty lovelier than the world can show: For Christmas 

bringeth Jesus, brought for us so low. Earth, strike up your music, birds that sing and bells that 

ring; heaven has answering music for all angels soon to sing: earth, put on your whitest bridal 

robe of spotless snow: for Christmas bringeth Jesus, brought for us so low. 

 



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Invitation 

The Words of Institution 

The Prayer of Blessing 

Communion 

Communion Meditation Music 

Prayer Following Communion  

 

THE CEREMONY OF LIGHTS 
 

(Please stand as the light is dispersed.  Receive the light by tipping your 

unlit candle to your neighbor’s lighted candle.) 

 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, Round yon Virgin Mother and 

Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly 

peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from heaven 

afar, heavenly hosts sing; “Alleluia; Christ, the Savior is born.  Christ, the Savior is 

born.”    

 

Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; Christ, the Savior is born; Christ, the Savior is born. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        Joy to the World                       ANTIOCH 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; let every heart 

prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and 

heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of 

his righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, 

wonders of his love. 

 

POSTLUDE                Adeste Fidelis Richard Purvis 
 Those who are able to stand comfortably may do so. 

 

 

Music for this service has been made possible, in part, 

by Edgar and Joanne Highberger and by gifts to the Dr. Edgar S. Highberger Music Fund. 

 

 



EVENING SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor / Head of Staff 

Dr. William Jeffrey Jones, Minister of Music / Organist 

Rev. Sylvia Carlson H.R., Reader  

Mr. Gerald Cumer, Reader  

Miss Cora Sherman, Reader 

Miss Mary Claire Sherman, Reader 

The Chancel Choir 

Kirk Ringers, Mrs. Karen Cole, Director 

FPC Brass Quartet & Timpani: 

 Mr. Lee Matchett 

 Mr. William Markle 

 Mr. Timothy Hines 

 Mr. Elijah Crowe 

 Mr. Jeffrey Ruff 

Mrs. Missy Dalansky, Video Technician 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY AT FPC  
10 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE – Join us for a simple service of worship on Christmas morning celebrating the 

birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the readings of scripture, the hymns and carols of the season, and the 

beautiful poetry of Ann Weems, the good news of Christ’s birth will be proclaimed and its profound meaning 

for our lives and the life of the world will unfound. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER – Tomorrow we continue our twenty year tradition of providing those in need with 

both a hearty and healthy meal and the good cheer of the holy season. Please check the church’s website to see 

how you still may be able to help. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor / Head of Staff  

Dr. William Jeffrey Jones, Minister of Music / Organist 

Jennifer Slater, Youth Director 

Wendy McCann, Sunday School Coordinator 

Lu Ann Peters, Financial Secretary 

Kimberly A. Stoner, Executive Secretary 

Keith L. Huey, Sexton 

Shannon Reid, FPC Preschool Teacher & Director 

Blythe Graft, Jeanine Solo, Allisa Zorn, FPC Preschool Teachers 

Louisa Dieck, Housekeeper  

Richard Fabery, Dierdra DiBucci , Assistant Sexton 

Edgar B. Highberger, Minister of Music, Emeritus 
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