The First Presbyterian Church

300 South Main Street
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
The First Sunday of Advent — November 30, 2025 — 10 a.m.
Simulcast Service

THE GATHERING
PRELUDE The Holly and the Ivy Arr. Gwyneth Walker
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT Come Now, O Prince of Peace Geonyong Lee
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (responsive) Don, Megan, and Lucas James
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
Advent means coming.
We are preparing ourselves for the days
when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
“HYMN 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We confess that
we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment.
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In
your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure
when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.

"HASSURANCE OF PARDON AND THE PEACE

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

"“CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Glory Be to the Father — Hymn 581

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk

in the light of the LORD!

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Children are invited to the chancel steps for the children’s sermon and then be dismissed to Sunday School.

ANTHEM Patiently, Patiently Have I Waited for the Lord Camille Saint-Saéns

Patiently, patiently have I waited for the Lord. And lo! He heard my cry.

SECOND READING Matthew 24:36-44
SERMON Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum
THE RESPONSE
FHYMN 352 My Lord! What a Morning MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING

"HAFFIRMATION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - THE LORD'S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OUR JOYFUL RESPONSE - TITHES & OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Maria Walks Amid the Thorn and Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Arr. Josie Merlino
"¥RESPONSE Doxology (hymnal p. 606)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him
above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

"¥PRAYER OF DEDICATION

FHYMN 384 Soon and Very Sonn SOON AND VERY SOON
"¥BENEDICTION

¥ POSTLUDE Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven LAUDA ANIMA Arr. Matt Hyzer

¥ Those who are able to stand comfortably may do so

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING:
Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor/Head of Staff; Ms. Sarah Esslinger, Interim Choir Director; Mrs. Hazel
Braun, Interim Organist; Mr. Marquis Smith III, Lector; Mrs. Missy Dalansky, Video Technician.

Music for this morning’s service has been made possible, in part, by Edgar and Joanne Highberger
and by gifts to the Dr. Edgar S. Highberger Music Fund.
Music reprinted, podcast, and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-713544. All rights reserved.

FIRST NEWS: The News of FPC

PRAYER L1ST: Dr. Bill Abraham, Bob Bark, Tonna Bogac, Trudy Brunot, Lisa Bulger, Peg Carpenter, Sandy
Cole, Dan & Ginger Collier, Beverly & William Courtney, Edna Mary Cox, Mark Cuneo, Bob Dittman,
Michael Felice, Duffy Greba, Edgar and Joanne Highberger, Gretchen Highberger, Lucas James, Lee Jamison,
Brett Johnson, Weston Johnson, Shannan Kellam, Arlene Kendra, Emily King, Joanne Mcllhattan, Kirk Moss,
Melanie Murphy, Bob Noel, John & Bonny Noel, Nancy Pallitta, LuAnn Peters, Gerry Pricer, Marnie Abraham
Russell, Julia Schaming, Jason Schuchman, Jenny Schuchman, Nancy Stahl, Dorothy Steele, Carolyn Taylor,
Sonny & Jo Thomas, Lynda Turin, Linda & Tom Turin, Matt Washil, Ron Watkoski and family, Amy Weir,
Doug & Lisa Wessling, Don Whipkey, Sue Woodward.

VISITING IN WORSHIP TODAY? If you are visiting in worship today or have been for a while, please sign the
Visitor Card found in the pew racks and place in the offering plate or hand to an usher. We would love to be
able to contact you and answer any questions you may have about FPC. Please take a moment to greet Dr.
Ankrum at the end of the service; he would love to get to know you and welcome you to our faith community.

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE TOTES - First Presbyterian Church also provides a comfort room and age-appropriate
worship resource totes for families with young children to use during the service. They are in the narthex, or by
asking an usher for assistance. Children’s bulletins are available at the Third Street entrance.



NURSERY HOURS 9 a.m. — 11 a.m. — Drop off care is available in the FPC nursery each Sunday morning for
children Birth through Pre/K. Gali Clark is excited to welcome FPC’s youngest members and friends for a time

of play, music, fun, or a nap! For safety reasons, caregivers are asked to provide their own drinks and snacks
for their child.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED SPONSORING A FELLOWSHIP HOUR? Provide 4 dozen baked goods or a minimum of
$40 donation to cover the cost. Use the sign-up sheet on the Dining Room bulletin board. Hours are held on
the first and third Sundays of every month in the Dining Room. Coffee is provided by the Millers of 19 Coffee.
This week’s Fellowship Hour is sponsored by Scott Brown.

FIRST FRIDAYS: NEWS & UPDATES: If you haven’t been receiving our First Fridays: News & Updates, please
call Kim at the church office (724-832-0150) to verify and/or update your correct email address.

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS: A DAILY DEVOTIONAL — By ten o’clock in the morning each day, Monday through
Friday, Martin posts a new devotion for the day. Please join in the practice of daily devotion for such a time as
this. You can also subscribe to this daily devotional so that it will be sent to your email box by calling the
church office or designating such at the church website.

FINANCIAL REPORT: (as of November 19)

Year to Date Receipts: $ 610,671
Year to Date Expenses: $ 638,722
Year to Date Deficit: ($ 28,051)

Do You WisH To GIVE ONLINE?
To set up your own recurring donations, either visit the church website or scan the QR code
with your smart phone, or contact the church office for help. The church accrues a
monthly fee for those who give by credit or debit card. The church currently also incurs a
2.84% fee plus 45 cents on every credit or debit card donation. These fees are not incurred
for the church for donations routed through Vanco from a checking account. Y our support
of Christ’s church in this place is greatly appreciated!

FAMILY ADVENT EVENT: JESSE TREE — Sunday, December 7, 6:00 p.m.. Prepare your hearts for Christmas
with a meaningful hands-on experience. This tradition helps us journey through the stories of the Bible leading
to the birth of Jesus. Create handmade ornaments for each Bible story. Enjoy light refreshments and
fellowship. Please RSVP by December 1 to Jen Slater — jslater.fpc@gmail.com or 724-217-3448.

THE ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAY MORNINGS: Please join us for lively discussions on the Christian faith and life
on Sunday mornings at 9 AM in the PW Lounge. This year we will be reading The Sin of Certainty by Dr.
Peter Enns. With compelling and often humorous stories from his own life, Bible scholar Peter Enns offers a
fresh look at how Christian life truly works, answering questions that cannot be addressed by the idealized
traditional doctrine of “once for all delivered to the saints.” Please see Dr. Ankrum for a copy of the book.

SECOND SUNDAY CAKE DONATIONS — We are collecting cake donations as the dessert option for December’s
Second Sunday Supper. If you would like to donate a cake (or cakes) please sign-up via the church website or
contact the church office. Cake donations must be at the church by 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 13.
Cake sizes, flavors and toppings are up to you but we prefer rectangle cakes. Please do not cut cakes.

THE CORNERSTONE GROUP INVITES YOU TO JOIN THEM DECEMBER 13 AT 5:00 .M. Celebrate the holidays
with the Cornerstone group! Everyone is invited to join us for a fantastic meal and joyous conversation at Grille
66, 991 Old State Route 66, Greensburg. Sign up at Fellowship Hour or by contacting Sandy Beauregard, 724-
834-2247, 724-331-3457 or email sandbeaul @verizon.net.



mailto:jslater.fpc@gmail.com
mailto:sandbeau1@verizon.net

WESTMORELAND CHORAL SOCIETY continues its Music For Life concert series with "Messiah and Holiday
Classics," 3 p.m. Sunday, December 7 in our sanctuary. Included among the sounds of the season are
Christmas portions of Handel's oratorio, as well as a mix of sacred and secular songs that will leave you
humming all week long or reconsidering the mystery of the child in the manger as familiar scripture texts are
presented in song. The program also features fresh carol arrangements by Molly [james (God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen) and Josie Merlino (Silent Night). Joining WCS on this concert are Voices of Westmoreland,
students in grades 4 — 7 from across the county, under the direction of Kelsey Kotun. Tickets are $15 available
at the door.

JOIN US FOR THE SCOTTDALE CONCERT BAND, 7 p.m., Friday, December 12 in our sanctuary where this 60-
member ensemble under the direction of Dr. Rod Booker will delight the audience with some of the most
beloved music of the holiday season. The band includes several members of the FPC family including assistant
conductor and arranger Lee Matchett. While the concert is not a ticketed event, a freewill offering will be
accepted.

Advent at FPC

Wednesdays in Advent — 7:00 p.m. — The Chapel and on Facebook - Three Wednesday evenings in Advent
will feature our mid-week service in celebration of the season. Advent is a time of both expectant anticipation
and faithful meditation upon the great news of God’s coming to us in Jesus Christ. The services on Wednesday
evenings will be comprised of scripture, prayer, a brief homily and music that acentuates the season and God’s
call to us during this time. Join us Wednesdays December 3, 10 and 17 at 7 p.m in our beautfiul chapel in the
CE Wing of the church building or on Facebook simulcast.

Christmas Eve Services — Wednesday, December 24
Celebrate Christ’s Birth!

BOTH SERVICES WILL INCLUDE IN-PERSON PARTICIPATION & THE 9 P.M. SERVICE WILL BE
SIMULCAST ON FACEBOOK AND YOU-TUBE.

5 p.m. — The Light Has Come! Christmas Eve Worship & Pageant: Join us on Christmas Eve for a joyful
celebration of the Nativity. Come celebrate as we tell the story of Christ’s birth through scripture, song and
story. Watch the story unfold — or, if you’re feeling inspired, jump right in and become part of the pageant! No
rehearsals needed, just bring your Christmas spirit. Bring your family, your friends, and your holiday joy as we
celebrate together the good news: The Light Has Come!

9 p.m. — A Service of Lessons and Carol: Traditional lessons and carols service, emphasizing the glorious
good news of Christ’s entry into the world as a babe born in a manger. The service is filled with this good news
and the beautiful music of the Holy Season. The service closes with the congregation singing ‘Silent Night’ by
candlelight.

A SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS ... The early returns of the Commitment Sunday program denote that the
congregation has responded with great generosity to the Session challenge of increasing their pledge for 2026!
Thanks so much .... The final totals will be reported to the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January. If
you have not returned your pledge card, there is still time before the end of year final results. Thanks again.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS ...
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1:00 P.M. — Youth group meeting after music rehearsal until 1:30 p.m. We will meet
in the Youth Room. Lunch will be provided.



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18 — 6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. Toys for Tots — Please help us sort and package toys to
help make Christmas morning bright for less fortunate children. 1572 Roseytown Road, Greensburg.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS - For the Sanctuary! Prepaid Orders Due: Sunday, December 14, 2025

If you wish to place one or more plants in the Sanctuary for Christmas week services, including the Christmas
Eve Festival of Lessons & Carols, please return this form to the church office with $11.00 for each plant
desired. You may, if you wish, place your poinsettias "In Memory Of" and/or "In Honor Of" loved ones.
Deadline for orders is Sunday, December 14 , 2025. Poinsettias may be picked up following the last service
on Christmas Eve. Otherwise, the poinsettias will be distributed to those partaking in the Christmas Day
Dinner.

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Name

Enclosed is $ for poinsettias.

"In Memory of"

"In Honor of”

CHURCH CALENDAR
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
9:00 a.m. Adult Forum & Youth Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship & Sunday School
11:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour — Dining Room
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
9:00 a.m. Sewing — Fletcher Room
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
6:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting — Refectory
6:30 p.m. Westmoreland Choral Society Practice - Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — Fletcher Room
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
7:30 a.am. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study — Eat n’ Park
12:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — Fletcher Room
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting — Assembly Room
6:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting — Assembly Room
7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Service - Chapel
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
6:30 p.m. Kirk Ringers Practice — Bell Room
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice — Choir Room
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
9:30 a.m. Worship Committee Meeting — Assembly Room
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Adult Forum & Youth Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship & Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour — Dining Room
3:00 p.m. Westmoreland Choral Society Concert — Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. Jesse Tree — Dining Room



JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Em - man - u - el shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el.

5 O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

6 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

One stanza of this paraphrase of the great O Antiphons may be sung on each of the last days of Advent as follows:

Dec. 17: O Wisdom (2)
Dec. 18: O Lord of might (3)
Dec. 19: O Root of Jesse (4)

Dec. 20: Q Key of David (5)
Dec. 21: O Dayspring (6)
Dec. 22: O Desire of Nations (7)

Dec. 23: O Emmanuel (1)

These titles of the coming Christ appeared in daily Vesper antiphons sung during the week before Christmas;
their roots date at least to the reign of Charlemagne. Both text and tune are the fruit of 19th-century efforts to
reclaim Christian treasures from pre-Reformation sources.

TEXT: Latin prase, pre-9th cent.; trans. composite
MUSIC: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmare, 1852; arr. John Weaver, 1988
Music Arr. ©@ 1990 John Weaver

VENI EMMANUEL
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CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

352 My Lord! What a Morning
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This spiritual reflects on Jesus’ saying about the endtimes as recorded in Matthew 24:29-30/Mark 13:24-26.
It belongs to the slower, less common style of spirituals with long, sustained phrases and was among those
popularized in concerts by the Fisk Jubilee Singers.

TEXT: African American spiritual

MUSIC: African American spiritual; ar. Melva Wilson Costen, 1989

Music Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen

MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING
trregular




A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

384

Soon and Very Soon
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1 Soon and ver -y soon we are going to see the King.
2 No more cry-ing there: we are going to see the King.
3 No more dy-ing there:  we are going to see the King.
4 Soon and ver -y soon we are going to see the King.
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Soon and ver - y soon we are going to see the King.
No more cry - ing there: we are going to see the King.
No more dy - ing there: we are going fo see the King.
Soon and ver -y soon we are going to see the King.
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No more cry - ing there: we are going to see the King.
No more dy - ing there: we are going to see the King.
Soon and ver - y soon we are going to see the King.
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Hal-le - Iu - jah, hal-le - lu - jah, we're going to see the King!
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This spirited African American gospel hymn draws on John's vision of the new heaven and the new earth in
Revelation 21:3-4, with its wonderful promise that God will wipe away the tears from all eyes, that death will
be no longer, and that there will be no more mourning or pain.

TEXT and MUSIC: Andraé Crouch, 1976

Text and Music © 1976 Crouch Music and Bud John Songs (admin. EMICMGPublishing.com}

SOON AND VERY SOON
12.12.12 with refrain




