The First Presbyterian Church

300 South Main Street
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost — November g, 2025 — 10 a.m.
Simulcast Service

THE GATHERING
PRELUDE Sabbath Song Bill Carter
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT This is the Day Dave Brubeck
Yeah! For this is the day that the Lord has made. O let us rejoice in it and be glad and let us count our
many blessings and let us rejoice! For this is the day. And let us rejoice and let us rejoice. This is the
day, that the Lord has made.
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
Break forth into joyous song and sing praises.

Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy.
For the Lord is coming to judge the world with righteousness.

FHYMN 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY
"MCALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins.
In humility and faith, let us confess our sins to God.
(silent confession, to the music of the blues)

" LITANY OF CONFESSION

Leader: Let us confess our sins together.
People: We confess the hostility that turns nation against nation
and neighbor against neighbor.
Cantor: Almighty God, forgive us; Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us.
People: We confess our hunger for things that do not belong to us.
Cantor: Holy Spirit, forgive us;
People: We confess the greed that exploits human labor and plunders the earth;
Cantor: Forgive your flock this day; and help us walk your Way;
and make us righteous; this, O God we pray.
People: We confess our slavery to habits and compulsions that degrade
the image of God within us;
Cantor: Almighty God, forgive us; Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us.
People: We confess our indifference to all who have no place to call home.
Cantor: Holy Spirit, forgive us;
People: We confess the arrogance of presuming we are always right,

and our tendency to trust ourselves rather than God.
Cantor: Forgive your flock this day; and help us walk your Way;



and make us righteous; this, O God we pray.
"HASSURANCE OF PARDON AND THE PEACE

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

"¥MUSICAL RESPONSE Reprise of “This is the Day”

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING Revelation 5:6-14

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Children are invited to the chancel steps for the children’s sermon and then be dismissed to Sunday School.

ANTHEM All My Hope Dave Brubeck

All my hope is in you, O Lord. You are my rock and my strength. Hope in darkness my hope in light,
you are my rock and my strength, and my strength.

SECOND READING 2 Chronicles 5:5-14

SERMON Upstaging the Clergy Rev. Carter
THE RESPONSE

WHYMN 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO

"MAFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - THE LORD'S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OUR JOYFUL RESPONSE — TITHES AND OFFERINGS
MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP — MRS. LINDA DICKSON
OFFERTORY Pass the Plate Bill Carter



"“RESPONSE Doxology (hymnal p. 606)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him
above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

"¥PRAYER OF DEDICATION

"“HYMN 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA
"¥*BENEDICTION

“POSTLUDE Bach Goes to Brazil (Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring) J. S. Bach

arr. Bill Carter
¥ Those who are able to stand comfortably may do so

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING:
Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor/Head of Staff; Rev. William Carter, Guest Preacher; Ms. Sarah Esslinger,
Interim Choir Director; The Presbybop Quartet: Rev. Bill Carter, Piano; Mike Carbone, Saxophone; Tony
Marino, Bass; Ron Vincent, Drums; Chancel Choir; Dr. Jim Kellam, Lector; Mr. Gregg Brandt, Cantor; Mrs.
Chris Terrill, Video Technician.

Mousic reprinted, podcast, and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-713544. All rights reserved.

FIRST NEWS: The News of FPC

PRAYER LiST: Dr. Bill Abraham, Bob Bark, Tonna Bogac, Trudy Brunot, Lisa Bulger, Peg Carpenter, Sandy
Cole, Dan & Ginger Collier, Beverly & William Courtney, Edna Mary Cox, Mark Cuneo, Bob Dittman,
Michael Felice, Duffy Greba, Edgar and Joanne Highberger, Gretchen Highberger, Lucas James, Lee Jamison,
Brett Johnson, Weston Johnson, Shannan Kellam, Arlene Kendra, Emily King, Joanne Mcllhattan, Kirk Moss,
Melanie Murphy, Bob Noel, John & Bonny Noel, Nancy Pallitta, LuAnn Peters, Gerry Pricer, Marnie Abraham
Russell, Julia Schaming, Jason Schuchman, Jenny Schuchman, Nancy Stahl, Dorothy Steele, Carolyn Taylor,
Sonny & Jo Thomas, Lynda Turin, Linda & Tom Turin, Matt Washil, Ron Watkoski and family, Amy Weir,
Doug & Lisa Wessling, Don Whipkey, Sue Woodward.

VISITING IN WORSHIP TODAY? If you are visiting in worship today or have been for a while, please sign the
Visitor Card found in the pew racks and place in the offering plate or hand to an usher. We would love to be
able to contact you and answer any questions you may have about FPC. Please take a moment to greet Dr.
Ankrum at the end of the service; he would love to get to know you and welcome you to our faith community.

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE TOTES - First Presbyterian Church also provides a comfort room and age-appropriate
worship resource totes for families with young children to use during the service. They are in the narthex, or by
asking an usher for assistance. Children’s bulletins are available at the Third Street entrance.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED SPONSORING A FELLOWSHIP HOUR? Provide 4 dozen baked goods or a minimum of
$40 donation to cover the cost. Use the sign-up sheet on the Dining Room bulletin board. Hours are held on
the first and third Sundays of every month in the Dining Room. Coffee is provided by the Millers of 19 Coffee.

FIRST FRIDAYS: NEWS & UPDATES: If you haven’t been receiving our First Fridays: News & Updates, please
call Kim at the church office (724-832-0150) to verify and/or update your correct email address.



FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS: A DAILY DEVOTIONAL — By ten o’clock in the morning each day, Monday through
Friday, Martin posts a new devotion for the day. Please join in the practice of daily devotion for such a time as
this. You can also subscribe to this daily devotional so that it will be sent to your email box by calling the
church office or designating such at the church website.

FINANCIAL REPORT: (as of November 6)

Year to Date Receipts: $ 583,506
Year to Date Expenses: $ 620,582
Year to Date Deficit: ($ 37,076)

Do You WisH ToO GIVE ONLINE?
To set up your own recurring donations, either visit the church website or scan the QR
code with your smart phone, or contact the church office for help. The church accrues a
monthly fee for those who give by credit or debit card. The church currently also incurs a
2.84% fee plus 45 cents on every credit or debit card donation. These fees are not
incurred for the church for donations routed through Vanco from a checking account.
Y our support of Christ’s church in this place is greatly appreciated!

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY - EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING AT 7:30 A.M.: This Bible study has many
wonderful ingredients: warm fellowship, good friendships, open discussions, great breakfasts AND the
opportunity to grow in faith together. We gather every Wednesday morning at 7:30 a.m. at Eat n’ Park across
from Westmoreland Mall. We are currently studying the Book of Acts.

THE ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAY MORNINGS: Please join us for lively discussions on the Christian faith and life
on Sunday mornings at 9 AM in the PW Lounge. This year we will be reading The Sin of Certainty by Dr.
Peter Enns. With compelling and often humorous stories from his own life, Bible scholar Peter Enns offers a
fresh look at how Christian life truly works, answering questions that cannot be addressed by the idealized
traditional doctrine of “once for all delivered to the saints.” Please see Dr. Ankrum for a copy of the book.

RE:START: Genesis 25:19 —36:43 - Monday, November 24 — 7 PM. Thru the Bible class has been renamed
‘Re:Start’ in recognition of starting again to work our way through the Bible. This Fall, we are concentrating on
the Book of Genesis and will cover the Jacob Narrative during the November meeting. Please join us for lively
discussion on the texts under consideration! We will meet on Monday, November 24 at 7 p.m. in the Assembly
Room. The class lasts just an hour and is led by Dr. Ankrum.

THE LAST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB RETURNS FOR THE FALL: We’ll gather on Tuesday, November 25 at 7 p.m.
in the PW Lounge on the first floor of the CE Wing. We will be reading short stories from 100 Great Short
Stories: Dover Thrift Edition, which can be obtained through Amazon. We will discuss the following three
stories:
Anton Chekhov — A Malefactor
Fyodor Dostoyevsky — A Christmas Tree and a Wedding
Ring Lardner — The Golden Honeymoon

JOIN US FOR THE GATHERING — TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 @ 11:30 A.M.; THE BOULEVARD RESTAURANT
GUEST SPEAKER AGAIN!: THE REV. DR. MARTIN R. ANKRUM We gather for a good meal, good fellowship and
hopefully, an interesting and engaging speaker! This month, Dr. Ankrum will continue his discussion of the
importance of the Book of Psalms from our October Gathering. Please reserve your place by calling the church
office by Monday, November 10 — 12 noon.



MUNCH-A-LONG — NOVEMBER 16 - join us after church with a start to the Christmas Holiday at our second
munch-a-long. This year we will be singing your favorite holiday songs accompanied by Robin Jennings on the
keyboard. Bring your favorite finger food to share with others and prepare to have a fantastic time. Sign-up
after church during the Fellowship Hour or contact Sandy Beauregard (724-331-4457 or 734-834-2247).

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS - We have two church members that will be observing milestone birthdays! Margaret
Jamison will celebrate her 100th birthday on November 9th. Dorothy Steele will celebrate her 100th birthday on
November 11th. The Deacon Pastoral Care Committee suggests that our members remember their special days
by sending them cards in their honor.

Margaret Jamison, 6 Garden Center Room 217, Greensburg, Pa 15601

Dorothy Steele, 541 Austin St., Greensburg, Pa 15601

JAZZ COMES TO CHURCH TODAY! - First Presbyterian Church is hosting Bill Carter and the Presbybop
Quartet for a jazz concert at 4:30 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 9 in our sanctuary. Tickets are $15 at the door and a
reception will follow. Our guests are the best-known musicians playing "sacred jazz" in the United States.
Formed in 1993 by pianist Bill Carter, a Presbyterian minister, this consort of New York-based professionals
has toured the country extensively in presenting concerts and jazz worship services. A graduate of Binghamton
University and Princeton Theological Seminary, Bill has maintained a dual career as a jazz pianist and a
Presbyterian minister. He serves as the pastor and head of staff at the First Presbyterian Church of Clarks
Summit, PA.

LAST CALL FOR PHOTOS AND MEMORIES! If you have not submitted photos of your wedding or child’s baptism
or a written memory to be included in our 25th Anniversary scrapbook for Dr. Ankrum, please email memories
and/or photos or text them to Karen Manning. Photos and memories can also be dropped off at the church.
Deadline is December 15 as the scrapbook is being completed for a February 1, 2026 presentation. Karen's
email is kewwmanning@gmail.com and her cell phone is 724-787-6868. If you took photos at our September
28 celebration event, please pass those along also! We are gathering as many photos of our church life with
Martin Ankrum as our pastor as you help to provide.

Thank you, The 25th Anniversary Celebration Committee.

BEAR-Y CHRISTMAS 2025 - The Deacons of FPC are sponsoring a Bear-y Christmas to provide gifts for
Westmoreland Community Action’s Christmas for Kids Program. We have committed to supporting 50 names
again this year. You will have an opportunity to visit the Bear-y tree that will be set up in the Dining Room
starting Sunday, November 16. This year, to make things a little easier, the Deacons have added a few options
to the process. Introducing Share-a-Bear: If you’d prefer to pair up to fulfill a wish, that’s wonderful. If you
don’t have a designated share partner, we will have a list to sign-up to do that. We are also expecting to be able
to have a list of family groupings available for those who wish to provide gifts for a family. If you’d like to help
instead of purchasing a Bear-y gift, you can sign-up to donate 10+ rolls of wrapping paper. Finally, we are
asking for volunteers on Wednesday, December 3 from 1-2 p.m. to help load, transport, and unload the bags of
gifts to the warehouse facility at 5103 Center Drive, Latrobe. We will have a sign-up sheet for that at the table
as well. Please return the gifts UNWRAPPED and in a gift bag by Sunday, November 30. If you have any
questions, please call or email Monica Tietsworth (412-877-0908 or mltietsworth@yahoo.com) or Wendy
Matchett (724-454-2462 or wmatchett6@gmail.com). Thank you for your support!

GREENSBURG HOLIDAY PARADE —Like last year, FPC will present a Live Nativity and serve free cookies and
hot chocolate to our community. This year’s parade takes place on Saturday, November 22. We are seeking
donations of cookies to share with parade-goers. Please drop off your unwrapped cookies in the church kitchen
by Monday, November 17. We also welcome donations of gallons or half-gallons of chocolate milk to help us
prepare plenty of hot cocoa. Thank you for sharing your gifts with our church family and the wider community.
If you have any questions, please contact Jen Slater, 724-217-3448.


mailto:kewwmanning@gmail.com
mailto:mltietsworth@yahoo.com

WESTMORELAND CHORAL SOCIETY continues its Music For Life concert series with "Messiah and Holiday
Classics," 3 p.m. Sunday, December 7 in our sanctuary. Included among the sounds of the season are Christmas
portions of Handel's oratorio, as well as a mix of sacred and secular songs that will leave you humming all week long
or reconsidering the mystery of the child in the manger as familiar scripture texts are presented in song. The
program also features fresh carol arrangements by Molly Ijames (God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen) and Josie Merlino
(Silent Night). Joining WCS on this concert are Voices of Westmoreland, students in grades 4 — 7 from across the
county, under the direction of Kelsey Kotun. Tickets are $15 available at the door. End the week with the
SCOTTDALE CONCERT BAND, 7 p.m., Friday, December 12 in our sanctuary where this 60-member ensemble under
the direction of Dr. Rod Booker will delight the audience with some of the most beloved music of the holiday
season. The band includes several members of the FPC family including assistant conductor and arranger Lee
Matchett. While the concert is not a ticketed event, a freewill offering will be accepted.

CHURCH CALENDAR
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9
10:00 a.m. Worship & Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Children & Youth Choir Practice — 3" Floor Choir Room
12:00 p.m. Second Sunday Supper — Kitchen, Dining Room, Fletcher Room
1:00 p.m. Youth Group Meeting — Youth Room
4:30 p.m. Presbybop - Sanctuary
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10
9:00 a.m. Sewing — Fletcher Room
6:00 p.m. Membership & Evangelism Meeting — Assembly Room
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11
11:30 a.m. The Gathering — The Boulevard
6:30 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting — Dining Room
7:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — Fletcher Room
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12
7:30 am. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study — Eat n” Park
10:00 a.m. Abigail Circle - Refectory
12:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — Fletcher Room
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting — Assembly Room
5:00 p.m. Property & Finance Meeting - Refectory
6:30 p.m. Mission Committee Meeting — Assembly Room
6:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting — PW Lounge
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13
5:30 p.m. Wind Ensemble Practice - Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Kirk Ringers Practice — Bell Room
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice — Choir Room
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
9:00 a.m. Adult Forum & Youth Sunday School
9:15 a.m. Children & Youth Choir Practice — 3™ Floor Choir Room
10:00 a.m. Worship & Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fall Munch-a-long — Fletcher Room



ADORATION

611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

(N RS U N N N E T T P

1 I | | ] | I A

%iﬁj‘ﬂ*ﬁ | I :’::i l
o o 1

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful, we a - dorethee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!

2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee; earth and heaven re-flect thy rays;
3 Mor-tals, join the hap-py cho-rus which the morn-ing stars be-gan,
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Hearts un -fold like flowers be - fore thee, o-pening to the sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un-bro - ken praise.

Love di-vine is reign-ing o’er us, join-ing all in heav-en’s plan.
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way.

Field and for-est, vale and moun-tain, flower-y mead-ow, flash - ing sea,
Ev - er sing-ing, marchwe on-ward, vic - tors in the midst of strife.
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.
Joy - ful mu-sic leads us sun-ward in the tri-umph song of life.
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This well-known melody was created to provide a choral setting for J. C. F. von Schiller’s poem, “An die
Freade” (To Joy), as the final movement of the composer’s Ninth Symphony. The authot, a prominent
Presbyterian pastor and author, wrote the words with this tune in mind.

TEXT: Henry van Dyke, 1907, alt. . HYMN TO jOY
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CREATION

AND PROVIDENCE

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 12
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1 Im - mor -tal, in - vis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou  giv - est, to both great and small
4 Thou reign -est in glo - ry; thou dwell-est in  light
.
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our  eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, thou ral - est in might:
In all life thou liv - est, the true life  of all.
Thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight.
0 & ﬁ
oo &f ]
S =
r i | F | | I | i I =
£ & | | I | I . I | |
T e ——
|
D3 s - 9 =
most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient  of Days,
thy jus - tice, like moun-tains high soar-ing a - bove;
We Dblos-som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
All praise we would ren - der; O help us to see
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al - might - y, vic - to - rious, thy great name we praise.
thy clouds, which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.
then with - er and per - ish; but naught chang - eth thee.
‘is on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth theel
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The opening line of this hymn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in 1 Timothy 1:17 (King
James Version), and it continues by considering how God's life exceeds our own finite existence. The text is
well get to 2 Welsh melody shaped by many three-note units.

TEXT: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; arr. Caniaday y Cyssegr, 1839

ST. DENIO
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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1 Guide me, O  thou great Je - ho - vah, pil- grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys-tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but thou art might-y. Hold me

stream doth flow. Let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
fears sub -side. Death of death, and hell's de - struc-tion, land me
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. with thy power-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en,

all  my jour - ney through.Strong de-liv - erer, strong de-liv - erer
safe on  Ca-naan’s side. Songs of prais-es, songs of prais-es
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feedme till T want no more; feed me till 1 want no more.
be thou still my strength and shield; be thoustill my strength and shield.
I will ev-er give to thee; I willev - er give to thee
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Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune
until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirring hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans, Peter Williams, 1777; stanzas 2-3, trans. William williams, 1772 CWM RHONDDA
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 B8.7.8.7.8.7.7




