The First Presbyterian Church
300 South Main Street
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost – October 24, 2021 – 10 a.m.
Simulcast Service
PRELUDE

Arise, My Soul, Arise

Dan Forrest

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
O come let us bow down and worship; let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
For the Lord is our God; we are the Lord’s people, the flock that God shepherds.
HYMN 450

Be Thou My Vision

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help
us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING

Hebrews 7:23-28

ANTHEM
Amazing Grace
Daniel Kallman
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I
see. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears, relieved; how precious did that grace appear the hour I first
believed. Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will
lead me home. When we've been there ten thousand years bright shining as the sun, we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we've first begun. The Lord has promised good to me; His word my hope secures; He will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.
SECOND READING

Mark 10:46-52

SERMON

Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum

HYMN 720

Jesus Calls Us

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

OUR JOYFUL RESPONSE - TITHES & OFFERINGS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - THE LORD'S PRAYER (unison)

HYMN

The Spirit Sends Us Forth

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

I’m Gonna Sing / Ain’t-a That Good News?

Larry Shackley

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING
The Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor / Head of Staff
Dr. John B. Salveson, Minister of Music / Organist
Mrs. Hazel Braun, Guest Organist/Pianist
Miss Gloria Christofano, Guest Conductor
Chancel Choir
Ms. Nancy Wallace, Lector
Mrs. Missy Dalansky, Video Technician
Music for this morning’s service has been made possible, in part,
by Edgar and Joanne Highberger and by gifts to the Dr. Edgar S. Highberger Music Fund.

FIRST NEWS: The News of FPC – October 24 - 31, 2021
FAMILY NIGHT – PRAYER & PIZZA – Tonight’s family night has been cancelled.
COMMITMENT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021 - Watch your mail for further information regarding this annual
and important Sunday of commitment of ourselves to the work of God.
**Please note there will be no ‘Chili-After-Church’ this year.
THRU THE BIBLE CLASS - On the last Monday of every month, Dr. Ankrum holds a progressive Bible study
working our way through the entire canon of scripture. We meet at 7 p.m. in the Dining Room and discuss

usually a whole book of the Bible each month. In October we will be reading and discussing the Old Testament
prophets: Joel & Obadiah, Monday, October 25 at 7 p.m.
LAST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB - Reading Short Fiction - Join the LTBC, a monthly literary discussion group that
has met for twenty years at FPC, this fall for something a bit new. The club will read three short stories a
month, paired by Dr. Ankrum from the Oxford Book of American Short Stories. These stories are fairly easily
obtained even without the book, but the procurement of the collection is a worthy investment. In October, we
will be reading the following three stories for discussion in the Dining Room on Tuesday, October 26 at 7 p.m.:
‘The Country Husband’ by John Cheever; ‘The Persistence of Desire’ by John Updike; ‘Defender of the Faith’
by Philip Roth
LEGACY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7 - Several years ago, the Session of First Church formed the Coulter Society in
order to promote legacy giving within our membership. The Stewardship Committee has chosen this time to reinvigorate interest in this important avenue of good Christian stewardship of our funds and holdings. On
Sunday, November 7, the Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley, of the Presbyterian Foundation, will deliver the sermon
during worship. We will also re-dedicate the Memorial Windows above the balcony in our church building.
These windows were the first stained glass to be installed in the then-new building and were donated by the
Coulter family. Please join us on that Sunday for these important events.
Legacy Forum also on November 7 … Immediately following the worship service, Rev. Johns-Kelley will
hold a forum on legacy giving, remembering the church in your will and by providing financial support on a
continuing basis beyond pledged giving.
NEW MEMBER CLASS: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14 AT 11 A.M. - We are grateful for the many visitors to our
services during the past eighteen months and before. If you would be interested in becoming a member at FPC,
please join us on Sunday, November 14 in the Chapel / PW Lounge of our church for this one time meeting.
The class will be received during worship on Sunday November 21. Please call the church office to reserve a
spot or for any questions: 724-832-0150.
HALLOWEEN LASER TAG AND GAME NIGHT: When: Friday October 22, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Where: FPC Fletcher Room; Costumes are encouraged! Snacks and beverages will be provided. Feel free to
bring a friend, but please remember to RSVP by calling the church office or Jennifer Slater at
jennifer1996slater@gmail.com.
CORNERSTONE - The November Cornerstone will be on November 13 and we will be keeping the 5:30 meeting
time. We will be trying the new restaurant in Greensburg, Sittay’s Mediterranean Kitchen at 33 Pittsburgh
Street, across from the back of the YMCA. Check out their menu on-line. They have all 5 star reviews. To be
added to the reservation list, please call Sandy Beauregard at 724-834-2247 or email sandbeau1@verizon.net
before November 10.
LUNCH BUNCH - Come and join us at 11:30 a.m. on November 9 at the Boulevard Restaurant located at Town
Square Drive off of Mt. Pleasant Road. Please email Sally Rager (sallyrager@gmail.com) by November 5, if
you are interested.

