
The First Presbyterian Church 
300 South Main Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost – October 2, 2022 – 10 a.m. 

World Communion Sunday 
Simulcast Service 

 

PRELUDE         Priére á Notre Dame Leon Boellmann 

 Sinfonia from Cantata 156  Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)             

What shall we return to the Lord for all the good things God has done for us? 

We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

 

HYMN 409 God Is Here! 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)    

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 

strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help 

us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON            

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               

  

FIRST READING   2 Timothy 1:8-14     

 

ANTHEM Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether Harold W. Friedell 

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in thy name, two or three are met together, thou art in the 

midst of them:  Alleluya!  Alleluya!  Touch we now thy garment’s hem. As the brethren used to gather In the 

name of Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the Father break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluya! Alleluya!  

So knit thou our friendship up.  All our meals and all our living make us sacraments of thee, that by caring, 

helping, giving, we may true disciples be.  Alleluya!  Alleluya!  We will serve thee faithfully.   

 

SACRAMENT OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM  
Lila Jane, daughter of Jeffery and Candice Hite 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

APOSTLES’ CREED  (unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

RESPONSE—“Baptized in Water”  (hymnal p. 482 1
st
 stanza) 



Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King; Heirs of salvation, 

trusting the promise, faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 

 

SECOND READING   Luke 17:5-10 

 

SERMON   Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum 

 

HYMN 738 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 

 

OUR JOYFUL RESPONSE - TITHES & OFFERINGS   

RESPONSE    Doxology (hymnal   p. 606) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; Praise him above, ye 

heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                         
The Invitation, The Words of Institution, and The Prayer of Blessing 

The Distribution of the Elements 

The Prayer following Communion  (unison) 

We thank you, O God, that through Word and Sacrament you have given us your Son who is the true 

bread from heaven and food of eternal life. So strengthen us in your service that our daily living may 

show our thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN 826  Lift High the Cross 

 

BENEDICTION                   

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   Lord, Make Us More Holy (hymn 313) 

Lord, make us more holy; Lord, make us more holy; Lord, make us more holy, until we meet again:  

Holy, holy, holy, until we meet again. 

 

POSTLUDE         Recessional on “St. Anne” Gordon Young  

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING: 

Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor / Head of Staff 

Ms. Gloria Christofano, Interim Choir Director 

Chancel Choir 

Mr. Edgar Highberger, Minister of Music Emeritus 

Ms. Hazel Braun, Interim Accompanist 

Mr. Elijah Crowe, Mr. Tim Hines, Mr. Bill Markle, Mr. Lee Matchett, Brass Ensemble 

Miss Maddy Henry, Lector 

Mr. Mark Golden, Video Technician 

 
Music for this morning’s service has been made possible, in part, 

by Edgar and Joanne Highberger and by gifts to the Dr. Edgar S. Highberger Music Fund. 

 

 

In memoriam:  Frank Hodges, September 25, 2022 



FIRST NEWS: The News of FPC – October 2 - 9, 2022 
 

Introducing William Jeffrey Jones: 

Our Next Minister of Music / Organist 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

SESSION APPROVAL: 
On Tuesday, September 6, 2022, the Session of First Presbyterian 

Church of Greensburg, Pennsylvania, voted unanimously to 

engage William Jeffrey Jones as our next Minister of Music / 

Organist starting in late October. (Search Committee: Robin 

Jennings, chair; Dr. Jerry Lowry, Jeff Ruff, Jaci Runco, Scott 

Sucke, and Rev. Dr. Martin Ankrum, ex-officio) 

 

WHAT MEMBERS OF THE SEARCH 

COMMITTEE ARE SAYING:  
Jeff Jones is a deeply spiritual Christian leader, and a highly-talented musician. His musical direction is 

engaging and filled with creative and knowledgeable approaches to teaching and shaping choral performances.  

His training and experience enables him to bring a wealth of versatility to a wide range of musical literature and 

styles. Worshippers should expect organ performances and choral anthems from a variety of musical periods 

and spiritual traditions.                           -Jeff Ruff 

 

During [our] process, one candidate in-particular, Jeff Jones, stood out as having not only the proper experience, 

talent, and skills, but also the character and disposition that would fit in well at FPC Greensburg.  More 

recently, we were given the opportunity to meet with him in person.  During that experience, it became clear to 

me that he was not only called to us, but also us to him.  I believe that he could easily step in and not only 

manage the program as-is, but also be up to the task of developing and growing the program going forward.  

FPC has a long history of serving not only our congregation but also our local community by providing a high-

quality music program.  I believe Jeff Jones would continue, and also upgrade and refresh those traditions. 

                                                   -Jaci Runco 

 

The search process for our new Minister of Music has been a rewarding experience for me. I wondered as we 

moved through this process, “How were we going to be able to choose the right person, from a group of such 

capable and gifted candidates?” After meeting Jeffrey Jones and spending the better part of a day in his 

presence, it became clear to me (through the Spirit’s guidance) that God had led Jeff to us.  Our first impression 

of Jeff via a phone interview was very positive. His education, Music Minister experience and references are all 

exemplary, as well as online recitals and performances the search committee reviewed. However, when I had 

the pleasure of meeting our candidate in person and to see him in action, my enthusiasm was multiplied! I 

enjoyed his artistic, interpretive capability at the organ and his exuberant piano playing. More importantly to 

me, as a choir member, his ability to teach and encourage singers and ringers and to lead the congregation in 

purposeful, musical praise to God is nothing short of inspirational.                       -Dr. Jerry Lowry 

 

As a part of the committee to call a new Minister of Music, it quickly became apparent that one must consider 

all aspects of the individual applicants, not just their musical ability or proficiency.  Jeff immediately stood out 

to me in his first interview not by something which was rooted in his musical proficiency but instead, was 

rooted in his character.  Jeff brings to the congregation a deep humility and a mature understanding of the faith.  

He also exhibits a sincere compassion and an appreciation for mission.  All of these attributes lend themselves 

to the definition of ‘minister’.  For these reasons, and in addition to many others, I feel hiring Jeff as our new 

Minister of Music will be beneficial to the entire ministry of our church.                   -Scott Sucke  



SANCTUARY TOUR, TODAY: The FPC sanctuary tours that are held each October have been a resounding 

success. Today, architectural historian David McMunn will lead a tour of our church’s stained glass windows, 

explaining the significance and meaning behind their installation and overall style. Built between 1916-1918 

from designs of the well-known Boston architectural firm Cram & Ferguson, our church stands as a testament to 

our faith heritage and to sound construction. The windows were installed between 1921 and 1968. Join us at the 

chancel steps after morning worship today.   

 

MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES  - A children’s choir will be forming this fall for all interested singers.  Save the 

dates and look for more information to come!  Rehearsals will be held after church October 2 and 9 in 

preparation for singing in worship October 16.   

 

A SPECIAL THANKS to Missy Dalansky for preparing the shortbread for this morning’s communion based on a 

traditional recipe from our congregation’s history. 

 

CORNERSTONE - In honor of Oktoberfest we will be celebrating at a real authentic German restaurant!  On 

October 8 at 5:30 p.m. we will be going to Max's Allegheny Tavern at 539 Suismon St. in Pittsburgh on the 

North Side.  We will be taking the church van, which can accommodate 14 people on a first come first serve 

basis.  For those who wish to drive themselves, please let Sandy Beauregard know by October 4 that you will be 

coming.   Max's is an old time tavern...nothing fancy just good food and a fun time.  Please contact Sandy 

Beauregard ASAP, if you want included on the van or if you intend to meet us there.  

 

ABIGAIL CIRCLE MEETS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12  @ 10:00 A.M. …  We will be studying “Celebrating 

Sabbath:  Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight” by Carol Bechtel. We meet in the Refectory of the church. 

We welcome all women of the church.  You can contact Gretchen Lowry or Karol Elmore with any questions. 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR @ FPC – OCTOBER 16  During the recent pandemic, we curtailed the traditional coffee 

time that follows worship for obvious reasons.  This past fall, the Deacons returned this old favorite form of 

church gathering and provided a new name for it: The Fellowship Hour.  For the foreseeable future we will 

continue with this new tradition on the third Sunday of each month following worship. Our next Fellowship 

Hour will be Sunday, October 16.  Come and join us! 

 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEAN UP sponsored by First Presbyterian Church will be on Saturday, October 22. 

 The rain date is Saturday, October 29. We meet in the parking lot at Lynch Field across from the Dairy Queen 

on 119N at 8:30 a.m. Volunteers should be at least 14 years of age (volunteers under age 16 are asked to be 

accompanied by their parent/guardian). The more help we get the quicker we will be done.  Please contact 

Carol Henry (724-689-6276) to volunteer. 

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY - Sunday, October 30, 2022 - The Stewardship Committee AND the Minister of 

Music Search Committee invite all members of the church to a Reception following worship on Sunday, 

October 30 marking both our Commitment Sunday AND the arrival of our New Minister of Music, Dr. William 

Jeffrey Jones. No need to RSVP, just come Sunday morning for worship and stay for all the good food, 

fellowship and the chance to meet Dr. Jones! 

 

HELP WANTED: NIGHT CUSTODIAN Part time, evenings and Sunday mornings - To provide cleaning services 

for church building and grounds.  Approximately 12 hours per week and willing to fill in for additional hours 

when needed.  Send resume with previous employment data and references to: P. O. Box 1038, Greensburg, PA 

15601-5038 or call the church office. 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY: Every Wednesday Morning at 7:30 - This Bible study has many wonderful 

ingredients: warm fellowship, good friendships, open discussions, great breakfasts AND the opportunity to 

grow in faith together.  We gather every Wednesday morning at 7:30 a.m. at Eat n’ Park across from 

Westmoreland Mall.  We are currently studying the Gospel of Matthew. 



 

ADULT SUNDAY FORUM: KARL BARTH IN PLAIN ENGLISH - Sunday Mornings – 9:00 a.m.: PW Lounge 

The Adult Sunday Forum returns after a lengthy hiatus to discuss the influence of particular theologians upon 

our faith and growth as Christians. This year we will be reading and discussing a book about the great Swiss 

theologian, Karl Barth. Books are provided for the class.  This class is led by Dr. Ankrum. 

 

FALL MUSIC PROGRAM - Any youth who may play a band instrument(s) and are interested in participating in 

the FPC fall music program, please contact Karen Cole at bandikac@yahoo.com or 724-244-1672. 

 

YOUTH NEWS 
What:  Escape Room  When: Saturday, October 8, 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Where:  60 Minute Missions Escape 

Room, 116 E. Pittsburgh  Street, Greensburg.   Cost: $25.00 per person.   
 

What:  Cattfeinated Cat Café  When:  Saturday, October 15, 11:00 a.m. – noon  Where: 159 E Otterman St., 

Greensburg.  The youth group will cover the cost by making an $8 donation per participant and will supply 

beverages. 
 

GAMES WITH RICK: DATE CHANGE! Sunday, October 30, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The kids play characters 

and interact with the Eberon game world, guided by Rick Crowe.  They work together to solve problems and 

overcome obstacles in a fantasy world setting that blends magic and machine.  They’ve defeated pirates, saved a 

town by rescuing a dragon and become movie stars.  If cooperative storytelling sounds like fun to you, then this 

may be your scene! 

 
PRAYER LIST:  Jane B., Ann Bagley, Becky, George Chambers, Sandy Cole, Edna Mary Cox, Dan, Kaitlyn 

Daniels, Diane Demorest, Lou DeRose, Chris Dieck, Bob Dittman, Joanne & Dennis Doyle, Karen Dubosky, 

Michael Felice, Janis Garofalo, Richard Gracik, Edgar and Joanne Highberger, Gretchen Highberger, Jake 

Hinson, Lucas James, Lee Jamison, Kathy McIlhattan Kostrick, Ray Kuyat, Paige Lucas, Rupert Martinko, 

George Maser, Carol Mateer, Jeff Mateer, Peg & Doug Newman, Nancy Pallitta, Pat Panza, Kathleen Piekut, 

Colton Reid, Aksel Rockhold,  Bill Rumshock, Ron Russell, Nico & Stacey Salvio, Joan Scales, Gene Sember, 

Dana Shafer, Barbara Sill and family, Isabelle Taylor, Ray Tietsworth, Lynda Turin, Linda & Tom Turin, Lois 

Ann Watson, Jay and Sue Woodward, Tom Yacko, and Marsha Zoruba. 
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