The First Presbyterian Church

300 South Main Street
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost — August 30, 2026— 10 am.
Simulcast Service

THE GATHERING
PRELUDE Prelude on TRENTHAM David Lasky
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
It is good to praise the Lord
and make music to your name, O Most High,
to proclaim your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night.
*HYMN 305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! DARWALL’S 148™
"“PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess that we have strayed
from you and turned aside from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure
when we are stained, and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and
ignored your truth. Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

"M ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND THE PEACE

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

"MCONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 582 — Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me VASILE
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, and to
the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Children are invited to the chancel steps for the children’s sermon and then excused to Sunday school.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Spirit of the Living God — Hymn 288

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Melt me;
mold me; fill me; use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21
SERMON Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum
THE RESPONSE
YHYMN 727 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant THE SERVANT SONG

"MAFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - THE LORD'S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OUR JOYFUL RESPONSE - TITHES & OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY God You Call Us to This Place Austin Lovelace
FPC Summer Choir
*MOFFERTORY RESPONSE This Little Light of Mine arr. AnnMarie Murdock

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; This
little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

"“PRAYER OF DEDICATION

HHYMN 372 O for a World AZMON
""BENEDICTION

""POSTLUDE Rondo Benveuto John S. Dixon

¥ Those who are able to stand comfortably may do so



WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING:
The Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor / Head of Staff; Mr. Samuel Gray, Minister of Music / Organist;
Mrs. Wendy Matchett, Lector; FPC Summer Choir; Mr. Mark Golden, Video Technician.

The rosebud in the chancel is in honor and thanksgiving for the birth of Luca Jacob Restanio, born August 22,
2026, son of Jake & Mandi Restanio. Luca’s grandparents are Mike & Rebecca Pascarella.

Music for this morning’s service has been made possible, in part, by Edgar and Joanne Highberger
and by gifts to the Dr. Edgar S. Highberger Music Fund. Music reprinted, podcast, and streamed with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-713544. All rights reserved.

The Pew Bibles have been placed in loving memory of Crystal Stone.

FIRST NEWS: The News of FPC

PRAYER LIST: Dr. Bill Abraham, Dr. Lorraine Allen, Bill & Chris Berkebile, Trudy Brunot, Lisa Bulger, Peg
Carpenter, Sandy Cole, Dan & Ginger Collier, William Courtney, Dick Crowe, Mark Cuneo, Michael Felice,
Sara Francis, Linda Gallick, Duffy Greba, Helen, Ed and Joanne Highberger, Gretchen Highberger, Linda
Hughes, Jacobsky Family, Lucas James, Brett Johnson, Weston Johnson, Shannan Kellam, Arlene Kendra, Levi
Keys, Emily King, Sandra Krupala, Patricia & Jerry Lowry, Debbie Loyal, Joanne Mcllhattan, Bob Noel, John
& Bonny Noel, Nancy Pallitta, Gerry Pricer, Bill Rumshock, Marnie Abraham Russell, Nico Salvio, Julia
Schaming, Jason Schuchman, Jenny Schuchman, Paige, Pam Slater, Jack Slaugenhaupt, Nancy Stahl, Carolyn
Taylor, Alice Ann Templeton, Sonny & Jo Thomas, Lynda Turin, Linda & Tom Turin, Amy Weir, Doug &
Lisa Wessling, Don Whipkey, Kathy Wilson, Sue Woodward, Caroline Woodward & family, Guy Y.

VISITING IN WORSHIP TODAY? If you are visiting in worship today or have been for a while, please sign the
Visitor Card found in the pew racks and place in the offering plate or hand to an usher. We would love to be
able to contact you and answer any questions you may have about FPC. Please take a moment to greet Dr.
Ankrum at the end of the service; he would love to get to know you and welcome you to our faith community.

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE TOTES - First Presbyterian Church also provides a comfort room and age-appropriate
worship resource totes, in the narthex, for families with young children to use during the service.

NURSERY HOURS 10 a.m. — 11 a.m. Summer Hours! — Drop off care is available in the FPC nursery each
Sunday morning for children birth through Pre/K. We are excited to welcome FPC’s youngest members and
friends for a time of play, music, fun, or a nap! For safety reasons, caregivers are asked to provide their own
drinks and snacks for their child.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED SPONSORING A FELLOWSHIP HOUR? Provide 4 dozen baked goods or a minimum of
$40 donation to cover the cost. Use the sign-up sheet on the Dining Room bulletin board. Hours are held on
the first and third Sundays of every month in the Dining Room. Coffee is provided by the Millers of 19 Coffee.

FIRST FRIDAYS: NEWS & UPDATES: If you haven’t been receiving our First Fridays: News & Updates, please
call Kim at the church office (724-832-0150) to verify and/or update your correct email address.

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS: A DAILY DEVOTIONAL — By ten o’clock in the morning each day, Monday through
Friday, Martin posts a new devotion for the day. Please join in the practice of daily devotion for such a time as
this. You can also subscribe to this daily devotional so that it will be sent to your email box by calling the
church office or designating such at the church website.



FINANCIAL REPORT: (as of August 27, 2026)

Year to Date Receipts: $485,463.91
Year to Date Expenses: $468,583.06
Year to Date Surplus: $ 16,880.85

Do YOU WIisH ToO GIVE ONLINE?
To set up your own recurring donations, either visit the church website or scan the QR
code with your smart phone, or contact the church office for help. The church accrues a
monthly fee for those who give by credit or debit card. The church currently also incurs
a 2.84% fee plus 45 cents on every credit or debit card donation. These fees are not
incurred for the church for donations routed through Vanco from a checking account.
Your support of Christ’s church in this place is greatly appreciated!

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC — TODAY, AUGUST 30, 11:30 A.M. - HEATHER LUND PAVILION, MT. ODIN PARK
We’ll provide the hamburgers and hot dogs, soda and table service. Just bring a dish to share and be prepared to
have a good time of fellowship and fun in the great outdoors!

THE M&E COMMITTEE has been busy planning future events to meet new members and celebrate church
comradery. Look for sign-up sheets during Fellowship Hour and mark your calendar for these future events:
September 12 — Cornerstone at Jon Bennet Tavern; October 3 — Sugar Creek play “Elijah” (tickets still
available) and November 29 — Fall Munch-a-long.

THE GATHERING RETURNS ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 AT 11:30 A.M. We meet at the Boulevard Restaurant
in Greensburg. Together, we enjoy a meal, table fellowship and we hear from a speaker. This month’s guest
speaker is our own Sam Gray, Minister of Music / Organist who will discuss the role of music in faith formation
for all ages. The Gathering concludes by 1 P.M. Please call the church office to reserve your spot by Monday,
September 7 (We know it’s Labor Day, but we’ll get the message first thing Tuesday morning!)

SUNDAY, SEPT. 20 - HOMECOMING 2026: During the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday, September 20, we
will honor the members of our church who first joined our church fifty or more years ago! Please join us that
Sunday morning for the celebration!!

MAKE MusiC WITH US THIS FALL AT FPC! The 2026-2027 music season begins this September at First
Presbyterian Church of Greensburg, with opportunities for singers, instrumentalists, handbell ringers, children,
and youth. Whether you are an experienced musician, returning after time away, or joining an ensemble for the
first time, there is a place for you in FPC’s music ministry. Fall ensemble rehearsals begin September 3.
Complete ensemble schedules can be found on the church website at
www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com/ensembles. For additional information or to join an ensemble, please
contact Samuel Gray, Minister of Music & Organist phone: 724-832-0150; email:
fpcgmusicministry(@gmail.com

ABIGAIL CIRCLE MEETS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 @ 10:00 A.M. ... in the Refectory off the church dining
room. We will be studying the 2026-2027 Horizon's Bible Study, United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other:
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians by Rhonda Mawhood Lee. To order, go to the Presbyterian Women's
website: https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/ or call 800-533-4371. The annual Bible study is
included with an annual subscription to the PW Horizons Magazine. We meet at 10:00 on the second
Wednesday of each month.



https://www.firstpresbyteriangreensburg.com/ensembles
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AN OPEN INVITATION to members and friends of First Presbyterian Church to join the Monday Morning
Sewing Circle that meets at 9:00 a.m. Monday mornings in the Fletcher Room. We will start meeting again on
September 21. You don’t have to be an expert tailor to hem the cotton flannelette baby receiving blankets or to
sew the “little dresses for Africa”. If you are interested, please contact Sylvia Carlson at 724-755-2288 for
information. Membership at this church is not a requirement. Anyone is welcome.

FILING CABINETS AVAILABLE - First Presbyterian Church has five excess filing cabinets available to anyone
who may be able to use them. These are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Please contact the church
office if you are interested or would like more information.

LOOKING FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/VOLUNTEERS — Do you have a heart for children and a desire to
share God’s love? Our Sunday School program is growing and we’re looking for passionate, caring volunteers
to join our team! Whether you have experience teaching or simply a willingness to help, there’s a place for you.
Help us create a fun, faith-filled environment where kids can grow in their relationship with Jesus. Please call
or text Jennifer Slater at 724-217-3448, or email jslater.fpc@gmail.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/VOLUNTEERS ORIENTATION — August 30, 2026, 9:15 a.m., Art Room — First
floor CE wing. Any person who volunteers in a church setting and works with children, youth or vulnerable
adults is required by the state of PA to update their clearances every 5 years. Each year, a volunteer training
session is offered to assist with that process and train volunteers in FPC specific policies. Mark your calendar
and be sure to attend!

RALLY DAY BREAKFAST — September 13, 2026, 9:00 a.m., Fletcher Room.. You are invited to this Christian
Education Committee sponsored fellowship event! Mark your calendar with updated Sunday School times and
changes. See the curriculum. Meet the teachers. Learn about musical opportunites for children and you.
Enjoy a continental breakfast. See you there!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 1:00 —3:00 — YOUTH GROUP Join us at the Slater’s home for a pool party. Please
RSVP to Jennifer Slater.

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY READY TO LAUNCH! WATCH FORIT IN SEPTEMBER! - Aaron Runco and the
Board of Deacons have been developing an online church directory that will be accessible through our church’s
website and also in print version. The directory will be completely secure, password protected and easily
accessible and downloadable. Members can then upload their own photos for the directory right on the site.
Also, for those less technologically savvy, members of the Board of Deacons will offer to take photos at an
upcoming fellowship hour. Watch for further information in the September First News or the church bulletin.

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY - EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING AT 7:30 A.M.: This Bible study has many
wonderful ingredients: warm fellowship, good friendships, open discussions, great breakfasts AND the
opportunity to grow in faith together. We gather every Wednesday morning at 7:30 a.m. at Eat n’ Park across
from Westmoreland Mall. We are currently studying the book of Exodus.

THE ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAY MORNINGS: Beginning on Sunday, September 20!!! Please join us for lively
discussions on the Christian faith and life on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the PW Lounge. This year we
will be reading Spiritual and Religious by British theologian, N.T. Wright. With his characteristic verve and
incisiveness, Wright traces the parallels between the worldviews of the first and twenty-first centuries, and
shows how a better understanding of God as Trinity can breathe fresh life into our understanding and preaching
of the gospel today. Please see Dr. Ankrum for a copy of the book.


mailto:jslater.fpc@gmail.com

RE:START: The Book of Deuteronomy, Monday, September 28 @ 7 P.M. Deuteronomy relates the story of
the people of God and is a central book of the Old Testament. Please join us for lively discussion on the texts

under consideration! We will meet on Monday, September 28 at 7 p.m. in the Assembly Room. The class is
led by Dr. Ankrum.

THE LAST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB: We’ll gather on Tuesday, September 29 at 7 P.M. in the PW Lounge on
the first floor of the CE Wing. We will be reading short stories from 100 Great Short Stories: Dover Thrift
Edition, which can be obtained through Amazon. We will discuss the following three stories:
Ivan S. Turgenev — The District Doctor
Charles Dickens — Nobody’s Story
Herman Melville — The Lightning-Rod Man

CHURCH CALENDAR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
9:00 a.m. Summer Choir Practice — Choir Room
9:15 a.m. Sunday School Volunteer Orientation — First floor Art Room
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary
11:15 a.m. Church Picnic — Mt. Odin Park, Lund Pavilion

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts - Basement
6:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting - Refectory
7:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — Fletcher Room

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study — Eat ‘n Park, Greensburg
12:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous — Fletcher Room
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting — Assembly Room
6:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting — Refectory

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
6:30 p.m. Kirk Ringers Practice — Bell Room
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice -

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
9:00 a.m. Worship Committee Meeting - Assembly Room

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 COMMUNION SUNDAY
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour — Dining Room



THE CHURCH

305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!
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1 Come sing, O church, in  joy! Come join, O church, in song!
2 Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns su - preme,
3 Let cour - age be our friend; let wis-dom be our guide,
4 Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song!
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For Christ the Lord has led us through the a - ges long!
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em - power-ing us to  catch the vi - sion, dream the dream!
as we in mis-sion mag - ni - fy the Cru - c - fied!
For Christ the Lord has tri-umphed o’er the a - ges long!
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In bold ac- cord, come cel-e-brate the jour-ney now and praise the Lord!
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This text was the winner in a hymn competition sponsored by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Bicentennial
Committee for the 1988-1989 observance, which had the theme “Celebrate the Journey.” The late 18th-century
tune (first used with Psalm 148) is appropriately celebratory.

TEXT: Brian Dill, 1988 DARWALL'S 148TH
MUSIC: John Darwall, 1770 6.6.6.6.8.8
Text © 1989 Brian Dill



DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant /27

The Servant Song
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1,6 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me
2 We are pil - grims on a jour - ney; we're to -
31 will  hold the  Christ-light for you in the
41 will weep when  you are weep - ing; when you
5 When we  sing to God in heav - en, we shall
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be as Christ to you? Pray that 1 may have the
geth - er on the road. We are here to help each
night - time  of your fear. I will hold my hand out
laugh TI'lll laugh with vyou. I will share your joy and
find such har - mo - ny, born  of all we've known to -
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grace to let you be my ser - vant too.
oth - er walk the mile and bear the load.
to you, speak the peace you long to  hear.
sor - row tll we've seen this jour - ney through.
geth - er of Christ’s love and ag - o - ny.
. | (repeat stanza 1)
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The opening and closing stanza expresses the essence of this folk-style song about the mutuality of servant

ministry: those who serve must also be willing to be served. This is what Christ intended when he

commanded the disciples to “wash one another’s feet” (John 13:14).

TEXT: Richard Gillard, 1977, alt. THE SERVANT SONG
MUSIC: Richard Gillard, 1977; arr. Betty Pulkingham 8.7.8.7

Text and Music © 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing



O for a World 372
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O for a world where re-spects each oth-er’s ways,

O for

1

2 a world where goods are shared and mis - er - y re-lieved,
3 We wel-come one world fam -i - ly and strug-gle with each choice
4

5

ev - ery - one

The poor are rich; the weak are strong; the fool -ish ones are wise.

O for a world pre - par-ing for God’s glo-rious reign of peace,
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where love is
where truth is

lived and all is done with jus-tice and with praise.
spo - ken, chil-dren spared, e - qual -i - ty a-chieved.
that o-pens us to u-ni - ty and gives our vi-sion voice.
Tell all who mourn: out-casts be - long, who per-ish-es will rise.
where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.
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Everything longed for in this text is a reminder of how far our present world is from what God wants. Yet
this is not just wishful thinking; it is a call to action, a summons to participate in the fulfillment of God’s
desire for all earth’s people to live in radical shalom.

TEXT: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987

MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Glaser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839

Text © 1990 Medical Mission Sisters
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