
The First Presbyterian Church 
300 South Main Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – August 2, 2026– 10 a.m. 

Simulcast Service 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE “Nun bittern wir den heiligen Geist” Dietrich Buxtehude 

    We Pray Now to the Holy Spirit BuxWV 208 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive) 

  

O sing to the Lord a new song; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Declare God’s glory among the nations; 

tell all the people of God’s marvelous works.  

Say among the nations: The Lord is sovereign! 

God will judge the peoples with equity.  

 

HYMN 401 Here In This Place GATHER US IN 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world. Although 

Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values 

of a broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas. The 

fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We 

abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them 

into bonds of oppression. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve you 

in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND THE PEACE 

 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   582 – Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  VASILE 

 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, and to 

the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be Amen.  

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 

end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      

 



FIRST READING    Matthew 14:13-21 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION Ho, All Who Thirst Alexander M. Peters 

 

SECOND READING   Genesis 32:22-31 

 

SERMON    Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum 

 

 

THE RESPONSE 
 

HYMN 498 Loves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken BEACH SPRING   

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (unison) 

  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only 

Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OUR JOYFUL RESPONSE - TITHES & OFFERINGS   

OFFERTORY  Be Still Karen Marrolli 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE     This Little Light of Mine           arr. AnnMarie Murdock 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; This 

little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Invitation 

The Words of Institution 

The Prayer of Blessing 

The Distribution of the Elements 

The Prayer following Communion  (unison) 

Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this Sacrament, united us with Christ, and 

given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom. Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN 366  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL 

   

BENEDICTION   

  

POSTLUDE         Come, Christians, Join to Sing arr. Mark Thallander 
 

 Those who are able to stand comfortably may do so 

 

 



 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING: 

The Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor / Head of Staff; Mr. Samuel Gray, Minister of Music / Organist; Mrs. 

Karen Manning, Lector; Mr. Scott Sucke, Video Technician. 

 

Music for this morning’s service has been made possible, in part, by Edgar and Joanne Highberger 

and by gifts to the Dr. Edgar S. Highberger Music Fund. Music reprinted, podcast, and streamed with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713544.  All rights reserved. 

 

The Pew Bibles have been placed in loving memory of Crystal Stone. 

 

 

FIRST NEWS: The News of FPC 
PRAYER LIST:  Dr. Bill Abraham, Dr. Lorraine Allen, Bill & Chris Berkebile, Trudy Brunot, Lisa Bulger, Peg 

Carpenter, Sandy Cole, Dan & Ginger Collier, William Courtney, Dick Crowe, Mark Cuneo, Michael Felice, 

Sara Francis, Linda Gallick, Duffy Greba, Helen, Ed and Joanne Highberger, Gretchen Highberger, Linda 

Hughes, Jacobsky Family, Lucas James, Brett Johnson, Weston Johnson, Shannan Kellam, Arlene Kendra, Levi 

Keys, Emily King, Sandra Krupala, Patricia & Jerry Lowry, Debbie Loyal, Joanne McIlhattan, Bob Noel, John 

& Bonny Noel, Nancy Pallitta, Gerry Pricer, Marnie Abraham Russell, Nico Salvio, Julia Schaming, Jason 

Schuchman, Jenny Schuchman, Paige, Pam Slater, Jack Slaugenhaupt, Nancy Stahl, Carolyn Taylor, Alice Ann 

Templeton, Sonny & Jo Thomas, Lynda Turin, Linda & Tom Turin, Amy Weir, Doug & Lisa Wessling, Don 

Whipkey, Kathy Wilson, Sue Woodward, Caroline Woodward & family, Guy Y. 
 

VISITING IN WORSHIP TODAY? If you are visiting in worship today or have been for a while, please sign the 

Visitor Card found in the pew racks and place in the offering plate or hand to an usher. We would love to be 

able to contact you and answer any questions you may have about FPC. Please take a moment to greet Dr. 

Ankrum at the end of the service; he would love to get to know you and welcome you to our faith community. 
 

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE TOTES - First Presbyterian Church also provides a comfort room and age-appropriate 

worship resource totes, in the narthex, for families with young children to use during the service.  

 

NURSERY HOURS 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Summer Hours! – Drop off care is available in the FPC nursery each 

Sunday morning for children birth through Pre/K.  We are excited to welcome FPC’s youngest members and 

friends for a time of play, music, fun, or a nap!  For safety reasons, caregivers are asked to provide their own 

drinks and snacks for their child.   

 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED SPONSORING A FELLOWSHIP HOUR?  Provide 4 dozen baked goods or a minimum of 

$40 donation to cover the cost.  Use the sign-up sheet on the Dining Room bulletin board.  Hours are held on 

the first and third Sundays of every month in the Dining Room. Coffee is provided by the Millers of 19 Coffee.   

Today’s Fellowship Hour is sponsored by Betsy Hoeldtke. 

 
FIRST FRIDAYS:  NEWS & UPDATES:  If you haven’t been receiving our First Fridays: News & Updates, please 

call Kim at the church office (724-832-0150) to verify and/or update your correct email address. 

 

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS: A DAILY DEVOTIONAL – By ten o’clock in the morning each day, Monday through 

Friday, Martin posts a new devotion for the day.  Please join in the practice of daily devotion for such a time as 

this. You can also subscribe to this daily devotional so that it will be sent to your email box by calling the 

church office or designating such at the church website. 

 

 

 

 



FINANCIAL REPORT: (as of July 30, 2026) 

Year to Date Receipts:  $420,188.66 

Year to Date Expenses: $416,404.18   

Year to Date Surplus: $ 3,784.48 

 

DO YOU WISH TO GIVE ONLINE? 

To set up your own recurring donations, either visit the church website or scan the QR 

code with your smart phone, or contact the church office for help.  The church accrues a 

monthly fee for those who give by credit or debit card.  The church currently also incurs 

a 2.84% fee plus 45 cents on every credit or debit card donation.  These fees are not 

incurred for the church for donations routed through Vanco from a checking account.  

Your support of Christ’s church in this place is greatly appreciated! 

 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC –  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 11:30 A.M. 

HEATHER LUND PAVILION, MT. ODIN PARK 
 

We’ll provide the hamburgers and hot dogs, soda and 

table service. Just bring a dish to share and be prepared 

to have a good time of fellowship and fun in the great 

outdoors!  Sign-up during Fellowship Hours.  
 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY - EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING AT 7:30 A.M.: This Bible study has many 

wonderful ingredients: warm fellowship, good friendships, open discussions, great breakfasts AND the 

opportunity to grow in faith together.  We gather every Wednesday morning at 7:30 a.m. at Eat n’ Park across 

from Westmoreland Mall.  We are currently studying the Book of Acts. 

 

THE M&E COMMITTEE has been busy planning future events to meet new members and celebrate church 

comradery.  Look for sign-up sheets during Fellowship Hour and mark your calendar for these future events:   

August 11 – The Lincoln Highway Experience; (tickets still available); August 30 – Church Picnic; September 

12 – Cornerstone at Jon Bennet Tavern; October 3 – Sugar Creek play “Elijah” (tickets still available)  and 

November 29 – Fall Munch-a-long. 

 

ENCOURAGE A PINE SPRINGS COUNSELOR! Pine Springs is the Presbytery Camp in the Laurel Highlands that 

has hosted many of our youth and adults for various camps over the years.  Every summer young adults spend 

their summers as counselors guiding over 1,000 young campers in their spiritual growth.  This summer, the 

mission committee here at FPC Greensburg is sponsoring two of these counselors:  George Porter and Riley 

Swick.  The committee will be sending a care package to each of them in the coming weeks.  We are asking the 

congregation to pray for them.  You may also send them encouraging notes and cards.  Please drop your letter at 

the church office and we will get them mailed to the camp staff!  

 

SUMMER CHOIR Have you ever thought about singing in a choir? This August is the perfect opportunity to give 

it a try!  First Presbyterian Church of Greensburg invites singers of all experience levels to participate 

in Summer Choir. Whether you are a longtime choir member, sang years ago, or have never sung in a choir 

before, you are welcome. There are no auditions and no long-term commitment—just come and sing.  Summer 

Choir will sing on August 9 (SATB), August 16 (Men's Choir), August 23 (Women's Choir), and August 30 



(SATB). Join us for one Sunday or all four! For more information, contact Samuel Gray, Minister of Music.  

Come make a joyful noise with us this summer!     "Sing to the Lord a new song." — Psalm 96:1 

 

 

CORNERSTONE - We will be going back to former Greensburg favorite, Jaffre's Restaurant on Pittsburgh St. 

(across from Aldi's and Primanti's).  We will dine at 5:00 on August 14th (Friday).  Interested? Please contact 

Sandy Beauregard (sandbeau1@verizon.net or 724-331-3457/724-834-2247) or sign-up during coffee hour. 

 

LOOKING FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/VOLUNTEERS – Do you have a heart for children and a desire to 

share God’s love?  Our Sunday School program is growing and we’re looking for passionate, caring volunteers 

to join our team!  Whether you have experience teaching or simply a willingness to help, there’s a place for you.  

Help us create a fun, faith-filled environment where kids can grow in their relationship with Jesus.  Please call 

or text Jennifer Slater at 724-217-3448, or email jslater.fpc@gmail.com.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS/VOLUNTEERS ORIENTATION – August 30, 2026, 9:00 a.m., Art Room – First 

floor CE wing.  Any person who volunteers in a church setting and works with children, youth or vulnerable 

adults is required by the state of PA to update their clearances every 5 years.  Each year, a volunteer training 

session is offered to assist with that process and train volunteers in FPC specific policies.  Mark your calendar 

and be sure to attend! 

 

RALLY DAY BREAKFAST – September 13, 2026, 9:00 a.m., Fletcher Room.. You are invited to this Christian 

Education Committee sponsored fellowship event!  Mark your calendar with updated Sunday School times and 

changes.  See the curriculum.  Meet the teachers.  Learn about musical opportunites for children and you.  

Enjoy a continental breakfast.  See you there! 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 1:00 – 3:00 – YOUTH GROUP   Join us at the Slater’s home for a pool party. Please 

RSVP to Jennifer Slater. 

 

 

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY READY TO LAUNCH!  WATCH FOR IT IN SEPTEMBER! 

Aaron Runco and the Board of Deacons have been developing an online church 

directory that will be accessible through our church’s website and also in print 

version. The directory will be completely secure, password protected and easily 

accessible and downloadable. Members can then upload their own photos for the 

directory right on the site. Also, for those less technologically savvy, members of the 

Board of Deacons will offer to take photos at an upcoming fellowship hour.  Watch 

for further information in the September First News or the church bulletin. 

 

 

 

FILING CABINETS AVAILABLE - First Presbyterian Church has five excess filing cabinets available to anyone 

who may be able to use them. These are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Please contact the church 

office if you are interested or would like more information. 
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