
 The First Presbyterian Church 
300 South Main Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday – January 11, 2026 – 10 a.m. 

Simulcast Service 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE         My Faith Has Found a Resting Place arr. David Hamilton 

 I Hear Thy Welcome Voice arr. John Purifly 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INTROIT Psalm 150 John Harper 

 

Alleluia. Praise God in his holy place, Praise him in his mighty heav'ns, Praise him for his powerful 

deeds, Praise his surpassing greatness. O praise him with sound of trumpet, Praise him with lute and 

harp, Praise him with timbrel and dance, Praise him with strings and pipe. O praise him with 

resounding cymbals, Praise him with clashing of cymbals, Let ev'rything that lives and that breathes 

give praise to the Lord. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive) 

  

Sing, and bless God's name; 

tell the glad news of salvation from day to day. 

Proclaim God's glory to the nations, 

God's marvelous deeds to all peoples. 

 

HYMN 317 In Christ There Is No East or West MC KEE  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

 

Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us part of the body of 

Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, separated from sisters and 

brothers in Christ. We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome 

one another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving kindness, have mercy on us, and 

free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you make in baptism so that we may rise to new life, 

and live together in grace. Amen.   

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND THE PEACE 

 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE    Glory Be to the Father – Hymn 581 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

  

 



THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-4 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    

Children are invited to the chancel steps for the children’s sermon and then be dismissed to Sunday School. 

 

ANTHEM Down in the River to Pray  arr. David L. Mennicke 

 

As I went down in the river to pray, Studyin' about that good ol' way And who shall wear the robe and 

crown (starry crown); Good Lord, show me the way! Oh, sisters (brothers, fathers, mothers, sinners, 

children), let's go down, Let's go down, come on down. Oh, sisters, let's go down, Down in the river to 

pray.  

 

SECOND READING Matthew 3:13-17 

 

SERMON    Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum 

 

THE RESPONSE 
 

HYMN 688  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart MORECAMBE 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (unison)   

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only 

Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - THE LORD'S PRAYER  (unison) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

OUR JOYFUL RESPONSE - TITHES & OFFERINGS  

OFFERTORY  Wade in the Water arr. Mark Hayes 
RESPONSE       Doxology    (hymnal   p. 606) 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

HYMN 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us ARGENTINA  



 

BENEDICTION   

  

POSTLUDE  Noël Bourguignon Claude-Benigne Balbastre 

 Those who are able to stand comfortably may do so 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP THIS MORNING: 

Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor/Head of Staff; Ms. Sarah Esslinger, Interim Choir Director; Mrs. Hazel 

Braun, Interim Organist; Chancel Choir; Children & Youth Choir; Mr. Ray Tietsworth, Lector; Mr. Mike 

Pascarella, Video Technician. 

 

Music for this morning’s service has been made possible, in part, by Edgar and Joanne Highberger 

and by gifts to the Dr. Edgar S. Highberger Music Fund.  

Music reprinted, podcast, and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713544.  All rights reserved. 

 

IN MEMORIAM:  Calvin Pollins, January 4, 2026 

 

FIRST NEWS: The News of FPC 
PRAYER LIST:  Dr. Bill Abraham, Bob Bark, Tonna Bogac, Trudy Brunot, Lisa Bulger, Thomas Griggs 

Carnahan, Peg Carpenter, Sandy Cole, Dan & Ginger Collier,  Beverly & William Courtney, Edna Mary Cox, 

Mark Cuneo, Bob Dittman, Michael Felice, Linda Gallick, Duffy Greba, Helen, Edgar and Joanne Highberger, 

Gretchen Highberger, Linda Hughes, Lucas James, Lee Jamison, Brett Johnson, Weston Johnson, Shannan 

Kellam, Arlene Kendra, Emily King, Joanne McIlhattan, Kirk Moss, Melanie Murphy, Bob Noel, John & 

Bonny Noel, Nancy Pallitta, LuAnn Peters, Gerry Pricer, Mark Radley, Marnie Abraham Russell, Julia 

Schaming, Jason Schuchman, Jenny Schuchman, Pam Slater, Nancy Stahl, Dorothy Steele, Carolyn Taylor, 

Sonny & Jo Thomas, Lynda Turin, Linda & Tom Turin, Matt Washil, Ron Watkoski and family, Amy Weir, 

Doug & Lisa Wessling, Don Whipkey, Sue Woodward. 
 

VISITING IN WORSHIP TODAY? If you are visiting in worship today or have been for a while, please sign the 

Visitor Card found in the pew racks and place in the offering plate or hand to an usher. We would love to be 

able to contact you and answer any questions you may have about FPC. Please take a moment to greet Dr. 

Ankrum at the end of the service; he would love to get to know you and welcome you to our faith community. 
 

CHILDREN’S RESOURCE TOTES - First Presbyterian Church also provides a comfort room and age-appropriate 

worship resource totes for families with young children to use during the service. They are in the narthex, or by 

asking an usher for assistance.  Children’s bulletins are available at the Third Street entrance. 

 

NURSERY HOURS 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. – Drop off care is available in the FPC nursery each Sunday morning for 

children Birth through Pre/K.  Gali Clark is excited to welcome FPC’s youngest members and friends for a time 

of play, music, fun, or a nap!  For safety reasons, caregivers are asked to provide their own drinks and snacks 

for their child.   

 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED SPONSORING A FELLOWSHIP HOUR?  Provide 4 dozen baked goods or a minimum of 

$40 donation to cover the cost.  Use the sign-up sheet on the Dining Room bulletin board.  Hours are held on 

the first and third Sundays of every month in the Dining Room. Coffee is provided by the Millers of 19 Coffee.  

 
FIRST FRIDAYS:  NEWS & UPDATES:  If you haven’t been receiving our First Fridays: News & Updates, please 

call Kim at the church office (724-832-0150) to verify and/or update your correct email address. 

 

 

 



FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS: A DAILY DEVOTIONAL – By ten o’clock in the morning each day, Monday through 

Friday, Martin posts a new devotion for the day.  Please join in the practice of daily devotion for such a time as 

this. You can also subscribe to this daily devotional so that it will be sent to your email box by calling the 

church office or designating such at the church website. 
 

 

2025 FINAL FINANCIAL REPORT: (after closure of the books for 2025) 

TOTAL Receipts:  $727,655 

TOTAL Expenses: $723,004   

BUDGET SURPLUS: $4,651 
     

DO YOU WISH TO GIVE ONLINE? 

To set up your own recurring donations, either visit the church website or scan the QR code 

with your smart phone, or contact the church office for help.  The church accrues a monthly 

fee for those who give by credit or debit card.  The church currently also incurs a 2.84% fee 

plus 45 cents on every credit or debit card donation.  These fees are not incurred for the 

church for donations routed through Vanco from a checking account.  Your support of 

Christ’s church in this place is greatly appreciated!  

 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026 

9 A.M. – NOON: 
The annual joint meeting of our Session and the Board of Deacons will be held on Saturday, January 17, 2026, 

9 a.m. - Noon.  If you are a member of either board, please mark your calendars and plan to be present for this 

all-important gathering to plan for the coming year. 

 

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION SERVICE  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 – 10 A.M.: 

On Sunday, January 18 at 10:00 a.m., in worship, our new ruling elders & deacons will be ordained and 

installed for the term of service.  Please join us to celebrate this holy moment both in the lives of the officers 

and our congregation. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026 – 11 A.M. 

The Session has called for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to be convened immediately following the 

conclusion of the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 25, 2026.  The Annual Report will be shared with 

the congregation, election of at-large members of the CONC and the membership will be presented the pastoral 

Terms of Call for approval.   

 

THE MINISTER OF MUSIC SEARCH COMMITTEE has concluded its work with Session endorsing the 

committee's recommendation at its December meeting.  The committee's selection - Samuel Gray - will join the 

staff at First Presbyterian Church June 1 at the conclusion of his PhD program.  Until that time, our interim 

music staff will remain in place with Hazel Braun as organist/accompanist, Karen Cole directing the Kirk 

Ringers and FPC Winds, Lee Matchett, our resident instrumental arranger in charge of the brass and Sarah 

Esslinger leading the adult and youth choirs. All have graciously agreed to continue in their roles and assist in 

the transition.  You will learn more about Sam in the soon to be published annual report and at the January 

congregational meeting.   The committee looks forward to hosting a reception in the coming months to 

introduce Sam to the congregation and various ensembles in anticipation of his ministry among us. With 

gratitude for the opportunity to undertake this important endeavor, the Search Committee: Hilary Gilmore, Ed 

Highberger, Sarah Hines, Megan James, Jeff Ruff, Doug Stone and Robin Jennings, chair. 

 



JOIN US FOR THE GATHERING – TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026; THE BOULEVARD RESTAURANT; SPEAKER 

SANDY BEAUREGARD - TOPIC – DEALING WITH BULLYING - We gather for a good meal, good fellowship and 

hopefully, an interesting and engaging speaker!  We have heard from many different folks from within our 

congregation as speakers and enjoyed them all. Join us to hear from our own Sandy Beauregard regarding what 

you might do to help someone else cope with bullying. Please reserve your place by calling the church office by 

Monday, January 12 at 12 Noon. 

 

RE:START:  Genesis 37-50 - Monday, January 26 – 7 PM. Thru the Bible class has been renamed ‘Re:Start’ 

in recognition of starting again to work our way through the Bible. This Fall, we are concentrating on the Book 

of Genesis and will cover the Jacob Narrative during the November meeting. Please join us for lively discussion 

on the texts under consideration!  We will meet on Monday, January 26 at 7 p.m. in the Assembly Room.  The 

class lasts just an hour and is led by Dr. Ankrum.  

 

THE LAST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB: We’ll gather on Tuesday, January 27 at 7 p.m. in the PW Lounge on the 

first floor of the CE Wing. We will be reading short stories from 100 Great Short Stories: Dover Thrift Edition, 

which can be obtained through Amazon. We will discuss the following three stories:  Ivan S. Turgenev – The 

District Doctor; Charles Dickens – Nobody’s Story and Herman Melville – The Lightning-Rod Man. 

 

THE CELEBRATION CONTINUES……Join us February 1, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. as we mark the official 25th 

anniversary of the Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum as Pastor/Head of Staff at First Presbyterian Church.  It 

was on February 1, 2001, that Martin preached his first sermon as our newly called and installed Minister 

of Word and Sacrament.  On this anniversary Sunday, we will share in the Lord's Supper during worship, 

and mark this milestone with a celebratory reception during Fellowship Hour.  Plan to join us for this 

special occasion hosted by the 25th Anniversary Planning Committee. 

 
CHAPEL ORGAN DEDICATION RECITAL AND RECEPTION 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026 – 4 PM; MEMORIAL CHAPEL – FPC 

Join us on Sunday, January 25 at 4:00 p.m. for the dedicatory recital of the new chapel organ, given by Edgar & 

Joanne Highberger in honor of the 25 years of pastoral leadership provided by the Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum. 

Our organist for the event is Chaz Bowers III. Below is a bit of biographical sketch of Mr. Bowers from the St. 

Michael the Archangel Parish website where he serves as Director of Music and Principal Organist: 

 

Classical organist and improvisational artist Albert Charles (Chaz) Bowers III has delighted audiences from his 

native Western Pennsylvania to the shores of Bermuda with masterful performances of pieces from the canon of 

great organ literature. Drawing on his own experience as church organist and the rich traditions of church music, 

Mr. Bowers presents programs that are designed to inspire. 

 
In addition to his many recitals, including St. Paul Cathedral in Pittsburgh and Wesley United Methodist Church 

in Hamilton, Bermuda, Mr. Bowers has dedicated numerous organs in the region, such as those at Elm Grove 

United Methodist Church in Elm Grove, WV and Christ United Methodist Church in Scottdale, PA. 

 

YOUTH GROUP MEETING – January 11, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00.  We will meet in the youth room and lunch will be 

provided. 

 

YOUTH COOKING CLASS WITH A PROFESSIONAL CHEF! – Join Scott Sucke in the FPC kitchen on Sunday, 

January 25, 11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  Lunch will be provided. 

 

YOUTH LOCK-IN – Friday, January 30, 7:00 p.m. drop-off; pick-up Saturday, January 31, 9:00 a.m.  Join us for 

dinner, snacks and breakfast. 

 



 



 



 


