Wednesdays 1n Lent

First Presbyterian Church
Greensburg, Pennsylvanma
Order of Worship
‘Wednesday, March 13, 2024 - 7:00 p.m.

The Gathering of God’s People

PRELUDE Come Down Oh Love Divine Michael Burkhardt
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

Jesus said:

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;

For I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

HHYMN 816 If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT
®EVENING PRAYER (Unison)

God of the covenant, as the forty days of deluge swept away the world’s corruption and watered
new beginnings of righteousness and life, so in the saving flood of Baptism we are washed clean
and born again. Throughout these forty days, unseal within us the wellspring of your grace,
cleanse our hearts of all that is not holy, and cause your gift of new life to flourish once again.
Grant this through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

God’s People Hear The Word

FIRST READING Psalm 27

The LorD is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The LoRD is the stronghold of my life; of
whom shall | be afraid? When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—my adversaries and foes—they
shall stumble and fall. Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up
against me, yet I will be confident. One thing I asked of the LORD; this I seek: to live in the house of

the LoRrD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. For he
will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will
set me high on a rock. Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his
tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LoRD. Hear, O LORD, when | cry
aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do |
seek. Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my
help. Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! If my father and mother forsake
me, the LORD will take me up. Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my
enemies. Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and
they are breathing out violence. I believe that | shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the
living. Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!

Music FOR MEDITATION  Kingsfold Linda R. Lamb



SECOND READING Philippians 4:2-9

| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together
with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. As for the things that you have learned and received and
heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

EVENING HOMILY Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum

The Response of God’s People

PASTORAL PRAYER — The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

EHYMN 821 My Life Flows On How CAN | KEEP FROM SINGING
*“BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Priére Jean Langlais
Please feel free to exit the sanctuary during the playing of the postlude, letting the melody
carry you out into the world to love and serve the Lord.
" Those who are able to stand comfortably may do so
TONIGHT’S PARTICIPANTS
Rev. Dr. Martin R. Ankrum, Pastor / Head of Staff; Dr. William Jeffrey Jones, Minister of Music / Organist;

Ms. Robin Jennings, Lector; Ms. Robin Jennings and Mr. Caleb Crowe, Meditation Music; Mr. Rick Terrill,
Video Technician



LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee 816
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1 If thou but trust in God to  guide thee, with hope - ful
2 0n -1y be still, and wait God's lei- sure in cheer - ful

3 Sing, pray, and swerve not from God’s ways, but do thine
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God’s un-chang-ing love builds on the rock that nought can move.

in - most wants are clear to One who holds us  al - ways dear.
yet  for - sook at need the soul se- cured by trust in - deed.
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This hymn is a testimony of experience. The original seven-stanza German text (based on Psalm 55:22) and
its tune were created by the author/composer at the age of twenty in thanksgiving for finding employment
many weeks after being left almost penniless following a robbery.

TEXT: Georg Neumark, 1641; trans, Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863, alt.l . WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT
MUSIC: Georg Neumark, 1641 9898838




LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

My Life Flows On
How Can | Keep from Singing?
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1 My life flows on in end-less song, a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion.
2 Through all the tu-multand the sirife, I hear that mu - sic ring - ing.
3 What though my joys and com-forts die? I know my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The

peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I hear the clear, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It

in my soul. How can I keep from sing-ing?

What though the dark-ness gath-er round? Songs in the night he giv-eth.
All  things are mine since I am his! How can [ keep from sing-ing?
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.

ey

; F-lay-}

. e
S i
I

—Hstte

e L

F_W1

r ~

e

=

l

r “ ey g

In the New York Observer of August 7, 1868, this text was titled “Always Rejoicing,” and was attributed to

“Pauline T.” This may well be where the Baptist pastor and musician to whom it is usually credited
encountered the words that he later published with his tune,

TEXT and MUSIC: Robert Lowry, 1869

HOW CAN | KEEP FROM SINGING

8.7.8.7 with refrain




