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From Exodus 3:

And the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a flame of
fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. ... When

the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I
am.” Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals
off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is
holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.”

A well-known story from the life of Moses and his call to be
the liberator of the Israelites in their slavery to the powers of
Egypt. Yet, this little story, as spectacular as it appears tells us
something significant about the character of God.

For most people, God is either completely outside the realm of
creation and human life or is so involved with the natural
processes of creation that one cannot separate God from the
natural world. Typically, the theological thinking of most
folks fall into either of these camps.

However, the witness of the scriptures depicts a God who is at once the sovereign lord over all creation and yet
actively involved in the universe that he has created. In this passage from Exodus, God appears to Moses in a
burning bush that is not consumed in its scorching heat. God approaches Moses from within human history and
experience, no matter how weird the bush may be, and not remotely. Whether or not this is an historically accurate
depiction is not the point; rather the story, like a parable, teaches that the sovereign God does not stand aloof from
us, but acts in the midst of the history of creation. This nearness and proximity do not contravene God’s sovereignty.

N.T. Wright, in the book that will be subject discussion at the Adult Forum this fall, has this to say about the topic:

He is a God who is present and active within the natural order, and at the same time franscendent and beyond
the world he has made. ... This revelation of the true God results in action. It is a feature of the pantheistic
sort of paganism that it leaves the world as it is, and plays down the possibility of human intervention within
the world. But when the living God, the creator addresses his people, he announces that he is going to do
something, to change the way things are, within the world. What is more, he calls human agents through
whom to work. Moses is one of many. There is work to be done which stretch human responsibility as far as it
will go.

God’s willingness to be apart of his own redemptive work includes calling his people and all humanity to be his
partners in such transformative work. How we believe God is at work in this world can make all the difference to our
faith and to our lives.
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