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From Psalm 115:
Their idols are silver and gold,
the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but do not speak;
eyes, but do not see.
They have ears, but do not hear;
noses, but do not smell.
They have hands, but do not feel;
feet, but do not walk;
and they do not make a sound in their throat.
Those who make them become like them;
so do all who trust in them.

As I am preparing for the fall schedule at the church, I’'m re-
reading the book that is the focus of the Adult Forum this fall.
Spiritual AND Religious is N.T. Wrights attempt to explain the
difference between faithful following of Jesus Christ and just
claiming either spirituality or religiosity. Many folks who say
they are spiritual but not religious are reverting to self-
understanding and worldviews that have more in common with
the first-century plethora of paganism that countered the spread
of the Christian faith. Wright is convinced that most folks
spirituality in the twenty-first century is rooted in the same concepts of first century paganism that leads ultimately to
dehumanization.

Here’s how Wright sees the claims of the psalmist about idolatry and in regard to his basic thesis:

Why does idolatry mean [dehumanization]? Because of one of the great truths about being human: you become like
what you worship. We humans were made in the image of the creator. If we worship him — if, that is, we worship
the God revealed in Jesus Christ and by the Spirit — we will begin to resemble him (we may not notice, but others
will). Worshipping this God is, in one sense, the ‘natural thing’ for humans to do; it is what we were made for.
And, as he is the author and giver of all life, to worship him is to find our humanness truly enhanced (as opposed to
being inflated); to worship him is to discover life, more life, fuller life.

There is something dehumanizing about choosing idolatry over honest faith in the God who has made us. I agree with
Wright, seeking to faithfully revere the God of Jesus Christ enhances our humanness rather than creates within us a
monstrosity of self-concern, self-deceit and selfish behavior. Worship of idols, that is, false gods of our own creation,
produce such things.

Again, Wright is helpful here:

[With idolatry] you are choosing decay and death. That is what idolatry produces: that state of being ex-human, a
creature that was made to share the glory of the creator but has consistently chosen to worship something else and
share its illusory and transient splendor. That is, perhaps, the meaning of hell.

I couldn’t agree more ...
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