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THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

Sunday, November 30, 2025
From Psalm 24:
The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein,
for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.

In Jesus Christ, God has spoken a word to us that centers our lives upon
his promises and his promises alone. The season of Advent calls us to
consider not just this present moment of existence, but a promise that has
yet to be realized; a promise that centers all of created life upon the
purposes and love of God ... a good word from God.

This ‘good word’ that is extended to us in the Advent season is an assurance of ultimate redemption and
restoration. What God has made in creation is good, yet in the present moment, it has been corrupted by our
willingness as a human race to ignore this word of redemption and restoration. We prefer to speak our own
words and hear our own message. From our progenitors in the creation saga, to our own very lives, we
demonstrate a willingness to ignore the very word that saves us from ourselves.

In one of his early sermons, Karl Barth put it this way:

We are all seeking for such a word, one that is not simply another word. How often each one of us has
longed for just this right word in sorrow or in some other situation! If we but hear a little of the burden
and the hope of these times upon our hearts, we shall become humans who longingly look for the
redeeming word. For the anxiety and the hope of today is due to the want of this word, and we cannot
rest in our quest for it.

We live knee-deep of the realities of this day. The promised redemption and restoration that is at the heart of
our Advent proclamation seem so removed from us, so much a surrealistic dream or an exercise in wish-
fulfillment. It is neither. In the words of the ancient psalm our contemporary situation is reset to recall that we
belong to something that is not ours by right or making but is granted by gracious mercy. We belong to life
because God has granted it so for us. This life, however, does not have the final or unequivocal say. This
remains to the God who is coming in Jesus Christ; the God who will set all things (including our lives) aright.
This is the ‘good word’ we hear today ... and every day.

Prayer for the Day: (From The Valley of Vision)
Heavenly Father, my faith is in thee, my expectation is from thee, and my love goes out toward thee. Amen.

Monday, December 1, 2025

From Proverbs 16:

All one’s ways may be pure in one’s own eyes,
but the Lord weighs the spirit.

Karl Barth opens his sermon on this passage with the following:

‘But’ says the wisdom of the Bible. For one who has once heard and understood this wisdom nothing
surpasses this panoramic, significant, heavily-contended, biblical ‘but’. We can never be done hearing

and comprehending it. One can divide the readers of the Bible into those who note it and those who note
nothing of it. ...

Both the psalmist and the twentieth-century theologian provide insight in the workings of God in our lives. We,
when we are at our most clear-sighted, might see the wisdom that the psalmist offers here. We may claim our
ways are pure as the driven snow, but when we are at our best, we know that is just not true. We are stopped by
the great divine ‘nevertheless’ or ‘but’.

And we can derive some mature consideration of this reality from the good pastor turned professor when he
says that we can never be ‘done hearing and comprehending it.” There is never a point where we can escape this
weighty ‘but’ that confronts us whenever we read or hear scripture. We learn that though we may think
ourselves pure, the truth is that the Lord weighs our spirit and knows our ways ... and loves us still. This
realization creates in us the desire or willingness to ‘turn’ — to convert — to take a ‘sharp corner’.

Again, Barth is helpful:

‘But’ means that there is still something that is overlooked and forgotten, still something to be taken into
consideration, there is still another possibility at hand. ‘But’ signifies that in all our thinking and
speaking and perceiving and doing we must turn a sharp corner.

Advent is the season of this ‘sharp corner.” We are confronted by the truth of our faithlessness, and the ultimate
resolution of God is revealed to us: redemption and restoration. God will not leave us to our sin, but has
addressed it in Jesus Christ AND will address it ultimately and completely and mercifully in the final advent of
Christ ...

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, may I stay awake to the possibilities of this Advent. Amen.

Tuesday, December 2, 2025

From Proverbs 18:

The name of the Lord is a strong tower;
the righteous run into it and are safe.

The season of Advent calls us all to cast an anticipating glance to the action of God in this world. When our
eyes are properly open, we perceive this divine action even now, in our midst. But the season of Advent
encourages us to consider what is to come: the restoration and the redemption that is in the hands of God and
God alone.

Karl Barth understood this and our seeming inability to see God’s purposes in the chaos of the current era:

Perchance the real trouble in our difficult times is that we are so dull of hearing and that in our lives so
little of the perfect way is manifest. On this account we are restless and like the disciples we are driven to
ask Jesus: ‘Lord, teach us to pray!’ — to pray so that we shall be heard. Both they and we have been
taught how to pray; therefore, we are not to learn something new, but to apply and practice what we
have been taught. To speak honestly, we stumble, as it were, into the Lord’s Prayer, when we offer the
petition ‘hallowed by thy name!” and when we think we are advancing into other petitions, which we
presume to understand better than the first, we are actually standing still. Our failure to listen
attentively, our uncertain and disorderly conduct, the want of answers to our prayers, is evidence of this
fact; and, if we are not to sink like Peter into the waves of the sea, we must begin anew with the cry,
‘Lord, help us!’ yea, with the simplest and profoundest thing — with the beginning, with the name of the
Lord.



Advent bids us to order our lives around the name of God and the purposes of God. Barth makes it clear that for
most of the time we truly live ‘uncertain and disorderly’ lives. This is not to say that we don’t know our way or
that we are utterly lost in some form of immoral or ungodly pursuit. Rather, it is more the case that we live
casual lives that do not necessarily compel us to consider the purposes of God or the claims of Advent upon our
lives.

Yet the proverbial statement that opens this devotion reminds us that the name of the Lord ‘is a strong tower,’
giving refuge to us all. We fail to avail ourselves of such refuge when we prefer our own ways to the ways of
God. Such refuge is not a reward for right thinking, right acting or right judgment on our part, rather it is an
indication of a mercy that is waiting for us, even if we are seeking other ways. Still, it is waiting for us ...

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, may I stay awake to the possibilities of this Advent. Amen.

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

From Isaiah 54:

For a brief moment I abandoned you,
but with great compassion I will gather you.

In overflowing wrath for a moment
I hid my face from you,

but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,
says the Lord, your Redeemer.

Think of all the ‘small moments’ of our life — those brief moments that for some time-period, our thoughts and
our very being is preoccupied with some gripping reality that is either looming before us or has caught us out
and has caught up to us.

Moments when we hear a diagnosis that seemingly rips open a pit that looms before us. Moments when the
news of a death reaches us — when we have come to understand why it is called ‘loss’ -- for we now know what
we have lost. Brief and small moments that shatter us completely, but perhaps not irretrievably.

The wrath of God could be compared to such moments, not in saying that a diagnosis or news of the death of a
friend is somehow a representation of God’s displeasure. Rather, in terms of the feelings of bewildering
isolation that we experience in such moments.

The prophet Isaiah felt this wrath and its accompanying disorientation plainly and profoundly. One can relate
even now. Life is not what we think it should be. We have enough innate and informed imagination to construct
a much rosy picture of what life should be and when we do, it is often dashed on the savage rocks of reality.
When such is the case for us — when life feels like some dark expression of God’s wrath, the prophet provides
us a way forward.

In overflowing wrath for a moment
I hid my face from you,

but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,
says the Lord, your Redeemer.

Advent calls us to look in hope to the redemption and restoration that God is actively working towards even
now, even in this moment of life. The small moments will someday be brought to an even larger greater
moment ... and that grand and gracious, restoring and redeeming moment, is what Advent is all about.

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, may I stay awake to the possibilities of this Advent. Amen.

Thursday, December 4, 2025

From Matthew 11:

Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

With the following assertions, Barth began a sermon on this very text nearly one hundred years ago:

The place where Jesus stands is nearer to us than any other place. It is perhaps for that very reason the
farthest away and the least known to us. It may be that we do not see the woods for the trees. Jesus stands
in the center of our lives, in the center of this world of reality, in the center indeed. What benefit to us are
all the experiences of life and the knowledge of the world if we never know and enter into the center of
them? ... And so, the place where Jesus stands, is everywhere and nowhere. We see Him always and yet
never. Everyone knows about Him and yet no one knows Him.

There are many Christians who bear witness to a life of faith in which they see Jesus all around them — leading
them, directing their lives, offering prudent guidance and illumination of their paths. With great confidence
bordering on overt arrogance, some claim that Jesus is so very close to them that they sense his presence more
surely than the sight of their next-door neighbor.

This is not the assertion of either Barth in his sermon or Jesus in his words calling to those who are weary and
over-burdened. The presence of God in Jesus Christ in this life is a bit more hidden than some would care to
admit.

Barth has it right here: Jesus is indeed the center of all life and all living, but we don’t perceive it. Jesus is
nearer than the next words out of our mouth, but we fail to acknowledge it. Jesus stands at the center of all
reality, but we spend most of our waking hours creating our own realities and seeking to live into our dreams
for life, the future, or whatever it is that we keep working towards.

The season of Advent bids us to recover an expectation of the nearness of God, not in the over-weaning and
presumptuous assumption that God is ‘just dying’ to be our best friend and bosom pal, but rather in a way that
admits we don’t quite always see what God would have us see about the center of life. Yet still at least a
willingness to acknowledge the possibility of sight. Could it be that this is why light figures so much in Advent?

Friday, December 5, 2025
Matthew 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.

‘Seeing God’ is not like visiting our great-aunt or staying with Granddad. Seeing God is not so much about
vision, but rather about our perception. And, it is, as with all things divine, a gift from God, not an achievement
of ours.

N.T. Wright, British theologian, makes a great point in a commentary on the Book of Acts:

[The] New Testament isn’t about our going to be with God; it’s about God coming to be with us.



The season of Advent emphasizes that we are in the process of waiting in the midst of activity. We are actively
living the life that we have been given by God, yet we long and yearn for the restoration and redemption that
only God can bring to the human dilemma.

In a sermon on this passage, Barth gets to the heart of ‘seeing God’:

God helps — this is the only true help. ... We are still too spiritually rich, too wise, too gifted, not to desire
any other knowledge than that God helps. We are still not poor enough, not humble enough to permit
this assurance to enrich and exalt us. ... God helps — this commands silence, ends all attempts to help
ourselves rather than to permit God to help us.

Despite the frank and honest teaching of Jesus that has been captured in the Gospel of Matthew, most of us
want to ‘spiritualize’ our lives in an attempt to prove ourselves worthy of God’s love and care. If we make a
close read of the Sermon on the Mount, we know that it is not about our spiritualizing life but rather
authentically opening our lives to God’s activity in this world.

Barth again is helpful here:

But we must be on our guard lest the uprightness of the pure in heart be turned into man’s doing, a way
of salvation, a remedy, an advantage, an ability. It is really only distress, only dilemma, only a need for
help into which one sinks deeper and deeper, when one becomes thoroughly pure of heart.

Purity of heart is then not something that we achieve like a virtue, but rather a growing dependence upon the
work of God in our lives. Those who depend upon God (trust God) will see God.

Saturday, December 6, 2025

From Matthew 6:

Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body,
what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air:
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? ... For it is the gentiles who seek all these things, and indeed your heavenly Father knows that
you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.

More from the Sermon on the Mount ... this passage is equally well known as most any from the sermon. Here
Jesus encourages his followers to give up on anxiety; to leave off the all-too-prevalent worries that accompany
human life and place their trust fully in the provision of God’s good creation.

I have always found it an odd statement in many ways. Telling us not to worry seems to be a warrant for great
anxiety on our part as we try desperately to obey the Lord and not worry about it. We begin to worry that we are
worrying too much ... You get the picture.

But the bottom line in this admonition for a non-anxious acceptance of life is found in a realistic grappling with
the way the world is and how God is in the worlds as well. Karl Barth understood this aspect of things when he
related in his sermon on this passage:

We are to leave off [our anxieties] because we can never escape that which troubles us, as long as we are
men such as we are, men of the time, men of sin, men that sometime must die. As long as we worry, we
shut our eyes to the stern facts of life and our helplessness over against them.

Worry is a way to cover up the truth of our life and the human realities we face. To be anxious and to worry
overly is to attempt to avoid the truth about life. Such ‘bad faith’ as Jean-Paul Sartre would say, causes us to
miss the life that we have; to live as if some former time was greater or some brighter horizon is about to unfold
just out of our grasp tomorrow or the next day ... No, Jesus would insist that we live our lives now, in the only
time we really ‘have.’

Well, maybe Bobby McFerrin had it right: ‘Don’ worry; Be happy!’

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, may I stay awake to the possibilities of this Advent. Amen.

THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT

Sunday, December 7, 2025
From Isaiah 60:
The sun shall no longer be
your light by day,
nor for brightness shall the moon
give light to you by night,
but the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your God will be your glory.
Y our sun shall no more go down
or your moon withdraw itself,
for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your days of mourning shall be ended.

Allow me to start this devotion with a long quote from Barth’s sermon

on the text:

‘The Lord will be thy everlasting light!” This is, like the content of the whole Bible, an announcement, a
promise. Nothing more, but nothing less.

‘Behold I stand at the door and knock!’ A strong large hand reaches out after us. What does it want of
us? What will become of us in its grip? That is none of our business. We need only know that we are in
this hand. He, who knows this, understands the Bible, the heart of the Bible — Jesus Christ. One may live
without knowing this, for Jesus Christ does not thrust himself upon anyone. We must again and again
remind ourselves that we have forgotten this fact.

What bewildering words greet us not only in the passage from Isaiah, but equally so in the homiletic
interpretation of them offered by the young minister from Switzerland. Bewildering in the sense that we don’t
know where exactly to look; the brilliancy of God’s light in our life is muted by its ubiquity ... it is everywhere
so it appears to be nowhere.

Like the encouragement we receive from Barth offers, we must revisit the truth of the proclamation of the
scriptures that we are ‘in the grip of God’s hand.” We are not alone in this bewildering life, but rather we are
pointed toward the God who is the light that shines whether dimly or brilliantly on our horizons.



The season of Advent echoes such sentiment, calling us to lift our heads and look for the dawning of our
salvation not in the moments of this day nor in any strong abilities of our own, but wholly and completely in the
God who, as Isaiah says, ‘will be your everlasting light.’

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, may I stay awake to the possibilities of this Advent. Amen.

Monday, December 8, 2025

From John 3

Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said
to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of'it, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

We, like Nicodemus, have our questions about God and life with God. The portion cited above is part of Jesus’
response to the questions that Nicodemus posed. But Nicodemus is not alone; we all have our questions.

Typically, our questions for God and for life with God are rooted in an element of self-concern. Either we want
to do ‘the right thing’ or believe in ‘right things.” It may not be a matter of virtue for us, but rather expediency:
we, like Nicodemus, want to be on the ‘right side’ of God and the things of God. Most of the time, our questions
are more about us than they are about God and life with God.

Karl Barth wrote eloquently about all of this:

Nicodemus was dreaming. He did not see at all what was involved when the conversation was to be about
God. He thought only of Ais questions, &is needs, his concerns. He wished, even though in a refined and
deep sense, to confirm his own opinion on the authority of Jesus.

What Barth said about Nicodemus is also true about those who search the scriptures for answers to their
questions. Most of the time, we too casually approach the scriptures like we would an encyclopedia or almanac,
searching for confirmation of our answers rather than hearing the proclamation of God for us and for the world.

Again, Barth is helpful:

But Jesus would not permit Himself to be used this way. As long as one stands under the roof, one only
dreams of God. But Jesus came to drag men out of all their dreaming of religious ideas, their feelings,
and conversations and to put them before the supreme reality — God.

In Jesus Christ, we are confronted with God for us and with us. In Jesus Christ, we see the very face of God and
learn of the real concerns of God. It is not as easy as consulting an almanac or encyclopedia, but then no real
and authentic relationship is ...

Tuesday, December 9, 2025

From Luke 12:

I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! I have a baptism with which to
be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace
to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!

At the heart of the gospel is the realization that God has acted in Jesus Christ and is continuing to act upon us
and this world. What began with incarnation in the life of Jesus of Nazareth continues to this day and stretches
out into the future that God alone holds. The season of Advent bids us to look up and ahead to see the coming of
Christ even here and now -- in the moments we live.

What God has been ‘up to’ is the redemption of the world. The scriptures make it clear that God is about the
business of reconciling the world to himself and to his ways in Jesus Christ. Sometimes we catch a glimpse of
such redemption in our life or in our neighbor’s life and sometimes in the world as well. But we know that these
are but flickers of a flame and not the bonfire. To this Jesus refers in setting the world ablaze.

Karl Barth’s sermon on this text is instructive. Here’s some of what he wrote:

God with us! That is not only a better man, but a new man; not only a beautiful world, but an other
world; not only a higher life, but an efernal life. God with us! That is redemption, but real, all-
embracing, serious, and therefore, radical redemption. That is the fire of which Jesus spoke, the fire that
wants to come forth out of the glow that He started. ... Redemption is not a work that you can do, not a
way that you can travel, not a power that you can use. Redemption comes, and comes from an altogether
different side, it comes really and in truth from God Himself.

Indeed, this is the fire that Christ has started upon the earth; the fire of realization within human beings that they
are not only confronted by God in life but accompanied by God throughout all of life. This is the blaze that
ought to engulf the world and eventually, will engulf all of creation. This is the movement from the old to the
new in Jesus Christ: the newness of knowing by faith that God is merciful and kind and willing to join us in our
human life. Even here and even now.

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, I pray that my faith is strengthened to meet the challenge of this world. Amen.

Wednesday, December 10, 2025

From Matthew 26:

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give
me if [ betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began to look for an
opportunity to betray him.

The Matthean passage may seem out of place for Advent consideration, yet what it proclaims is squarely in the
center of our understanding of the season. Judas sought to make Jesus ‘useful’ to him. He sought to profit from
his association with Christ rather than be humbled by it. Judas is not so far different than we ourselves when it
comes to bargaining with God. We think that we might make ourselves somehow an equal to God by
determinedly living in our space, living for our own advancement and comfort. We resist the Advent
proclamation that there is One coming who is greater than we and before whom we will stand in judgment.

Karl Barth offered this in a sermon on the text:

To be saved? Man can be saved only by God through man’s complete ruin. That is why the Cross stands
in the center of the life of Jesus. At the cross is where God was revealed and where we were saved, for
there man and all that is human was conquered, sacrificed, given unto death.

And elsewhere, Barth says:

We will not let ourselves be conquered. On the contrary, we assert ourselves! We defend ourselves. We
appear to be strong. Whatever WE think, do and say should be attended to. Only one misfortune could



happen to us in our estimation, and that would be that we, the human, the man, should weaken, become
afraid or fall. With tooth and nail we defend ourselves against such a pass. That is the central thought
which rules us.

Judas meets his match in the Christ. What he sought to use for himself, God made use for all humankind in
Christ’s death, resurrection, ascension and his return .... This too is Advent.

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Thank you, God, for journeying with us. Help us in community to live faithfully as vibrant co-believers and
imaginative innovators. Amen.

Thursday, December 11, 2025

From Revelation 1:

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid,
I am the First and the Last and the Living One. | was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever, and I have the
keys of Death and of Hades. Now write what you have seen, what is, and what is to take place after this.

Taking this truly ‘Advent-leaning’ passage and associating it squarely with the cross and the crucifixion, Karl
Barth preached a sermon in which he said:

There [at the cross] the strong foundation will become perceptible, the foundation which dispels all
ground for fear. There, the words, ‘I am the first and the last’ are proclaimed. Christ dares to express in
the name of God something which only God dares to speak. He obeys God therefore, he reveals God. He
is the first and last thought. He is God’s love which encompassed heaven and earth. He is the meaning of
man’s existence, the meaning of the world.

When we look to Jesus of Nazareth, we see both God and humanity. In Jesus Christ the very heart of God is
revealed to us; we come to understand the character and nature of the divine. As well, in Jesus Christ, we
perceive what it means to be human and a part of God’s creation. In Christ, we see an obedience to the ways of
God that not only proclaim the goodness of God but also demonstrates this goodness even in human action.

The passage that is cited above is often read at funeral services. The words are meant to be both a comfort and
challenge. They are a comfort to us to know that God in Jesus Christ provides an assurance that can overcome
our fear, even our fear of death and the termination of human life. But the words are also a challenge so that we
might be reminded to live in such a way that replicates that assurance not so much in courageous thinking or
brave words, but instead a true conviction that life ought to reflect this ultimate goodness that holds all things,
first and last things, together.

Again, Barth is helpful:

[Christ] does not bring to an end; He brings a new beginning. He does not bring judgment; but
overflowing grace. He does not cast out; He takes to Himself. He dares not trample us deeper down; He
leads us out.

Thanks be to God I think that Karl Barth was right!

Friday, December 12, 2025

From John 14:

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you
will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me,

and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.

The words belong to Christ, and they were originally directed to his disciples. We hear them from afar in the
sense of temporality, yet the import of their meaning grips us (if we are really listening) as if the words were
whispered in our ears by the one who is nearest to us.

There is both an intimacy, in these words and a certain universality. We live — no matter who that ‘we’ is —
because he lives. Because he lives — you (the most intimate pronoun) also will live. All this to say, it is because
Christ, God in our midst, lives that we are ourselves shall have life and life in the manner that God has intended
it for us and for the world. At the heart of our life, whether we know it or not, acknowledge it or not, is Jesus
Christ.

Barth professed that it is by Christ’s gift of grace that we can live this life as God intends the life that God really
gives us: But there is no need really for us to seize anything. We may simply receive what is already laid
out for us. Everything is prepared for us all. Whatever had been in disorder has been put to order. We
only need to accept the already established order. We only need to see what is spread before our eyes and
to hear what is said with unmistakable clarity. We only need to open and stretch out our hands instead of
ever again hiding them in our pockets and clenching our fists. We only need to open our mouth and eat
and drink, instead of setting our teeth, as we used to do when we were children. We only need to walk
forward instead of going backwards in the manner of fools.

We should not miss Barth’s point: the life that we live is the life that Christ inhabits and enables for us. There is
no special ‘Christian’ life that is dispensed to us when we hear and believe the good news; we begin to really
see this life for what it is, this great gift from God of his very self to us. God chooses and elects to come to us in
Jesus Christ, just as God chooses and elects to grant us life; the two are tied together. It is only we who fail to
see that. And when we do fail to see that it is because that Christ lives and lives in our midst, then we fail to
really see our life as God intends for us. In this Advent season, may we see life for it really is!

Prayer for the Day: (From a prayer by Karl Barth)
O Lord, our God! We know well our plight and you know it even better. Amen.

Saturday, December 13, 2025

From 1 Corinthians 15:

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the
dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised, and if Christ has not been raised,
then our proclamation is in vain and your faith is in vain.

The central happening of the Christ event itself is the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. If the resurrection of
this first century Palestinian Jew is true, there is nothing can ever really be the same — if God can be credited
with the summoning to life again from a tomb, then nothing is impossible.

For some, this is the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ — that the human experience contains an unlimited
potentiality, that nothing is truly beyond human potential.
However, this is not the biblical conception or presentation of Christ’s resurrection.

If there is any potentiality in the act of resurrection, it is the singular potential of God to steal from the mouth of
death a victory for life that is well beyond human ability. The resurrection of Jesus Christ demonstrates that
God is not satisfied with the general course of humankind. Though God may have created human life, God has
allowed humanity to chart its own course, one might say, in seeking their own rather than God’s purposes. Yet,



God will not and has not allowed the creation to have the final word on creation — God, in resurrection, reserves
such final words for himself.

Paul perceived this truth about the Christ event and concludes that ultimately salvation is found not in human
potentiality, but rather in the purposes of the Almighty. This shifting to divine intervention from human
responsibility gave Paul the courage to live with grace, realizing that if God has intervened in this event, then
what remains is purely grace. No longer is the human being ultimately responsible for creation, but rather God
has assumed God’s rightful place in providing a mercy that is completely beyond human final comprehension.
In the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Paul saw a grace that defies the common manner of human life and instilled
in humankind the possibility of graciousness instead of mere record-keeping.

Barth summed this up more simply in his sermon on the text:
Do we not realize what a shock our world outlook receives if it is true that Jesus lives?

Prayer for the Day: (From a prayer by Karl Barth)
O Lord, our God! We know well our plight and you know it even better. Amen.

THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT

Sunday, December 14, 2025

From Ecclesiastes 3:

I have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be busy
with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has
put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out
what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is
nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long
as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and
take pleasure in all their toil.

Like this famous passage from the Old Testament wisdom of
Ecclesiastes, the question of the meaning of life in the light of divinity
looms large in human thinking.

What is our purpose in the seemingly endless cycle of season and year
and decade and century and even eon? If all of time seems to continue on and we are but a drop in the bucket of
the face of its immensity, what are we really?

The writer of Ecclesiastes was convinced that for everything there is a season and a time. The wisdom writer
was convinced that though the reasons and purposes of human life might remain a bit mysterious and
ephemeral, still one could count upon a God who finds purpose in the sheer exertion of living ... the very
simple but profound expression of actually living. The author of our passage finds nothing better for life than to
live and enjoy that divine gift that has been given.

There is much wisdom in such thinking. This is not Hedonism that suggests that we do all that we can to wrench
the very juice out of life. Rather this is a wisdom that finds living with a confidence that life itself is a gift from
God and that such gifts do not end with the cessation of breath. Here is a wisdom that grants us the simple
pleasure of realizing that God has deemed it appropriate and right to grant us life. It would be wrong for us to
somehow deny God the pleasure he might take in our enjoyment of that gift.

In a similar way, the season of Advent in the Christian calendar calls us to live our life with a certain
understanding of the gifted nature of life. We are called to recognize that God has granted the universe its
existence. It is God who will bring all this to a close and envelope all created life with a meaning and purpose
that we could not achieve in and of ourselves. Rather meaning and purpose is granted to us by the very nature of
our origins in God’s good graciousness in creation.

The writer of Ecclesiastes knew this about life and conveyed such thinking that could reach our hearts and
minds. For this, as for life itself, we ought always to be thankful indeed!

Monday, December 15, 2025

From Acts 2:

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability. Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of

each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we
hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.”

Both the season of Advent and this passage often associated with the Pentecostal celebration of the birth of the
church, demonstrate something particularly important to the good news of the Gospel: Jesus Christ is present
here and now and not just in this locale or that location, but is present with all humankind in whatever place
they might be found.

The presence of Jesus Christ in the work of the Holy Spirit in the crowds in Jerusalem on that day raise to our
attention the truth that though Jesus may be with us in whatever century or locality we may be, still he is found
in concrete and real lives, lives that are bound by language and space. Luke, the author of Acts, catalogs the
various ethnicities that are touched by the present of the Spirit on that Pentecostal day. These people come from
specific places and specific times, yet they are bound together as recipients of the good news of Jesus’
resurrection and presence in their lives.

This is how Barth phrased it in his sermon on the text:

This is what the story of Pentecost tells us. Now if we pleased we might look upon this story as a beautiful
tale born out of literary emotion. But if we have ears to hear we shall hear more than a pretty tale. Here
is real knowledge, deep ultimate insights into that existence which Jesus is. What is told us here is that
Jesus not only was, but that He is, and will be. He does not exist here or there in a certain place; for Him
there is not only a ‘once’ and a ‘then,’ but he is yesterday, today, and the same in all eternity; in a word,
Jesus is ‘standing in the midst.’

Here too then is the commonality for all humankind, whether we perceive it clearly or not, that Jesus Christ, the
risen One, is indeed ‘standing’ in our midst. Thanks be to God.



Tuesday, December 16, 2025
From 2 Corinthians 12:
My grace is enough.

The opening lines of Barth’s sermon on this text are as follows:

My dear friends, that is a very short text — only four words — I think it is the shortest text on which I have
ever preached. The advantage of this is that you can remember it all the better.

This is exactly my hope for you ... that you will remember this text maybe above all else: My grace is enough.
And that you would remember its meaning and its promise.

When is enough ever really enough? The abject consumerism of our current society trains us to never be
satisfied with what we have already obtained or possess but taunts and tempts us into greater and greater
dissatisfaction. In short, we want more ... we think that we NEED more.

This is not limited to our existence as consumers of manufactured products. This bleeds over into our
relationships with others and with our own inner selves and our desires to expand our reach and our grasp in all
areas of life and living. And, of course, this seeps over into our relationship with God. We believe that
somehow, we have been shorted or that we need more from God in order to really live the abundant life that we
have been promised by both the scriptures and the ‘mad men’ of Madison Avenue.

This creeps into our prayers and our meditations ... we ask God for more. We want more peace, more love,
more assurance of God’s care and demonstrations of his grace. We want more ... we just want more.

Then, graciously we are confronted with this simple affirmation: My grace is enough. This short but powerful
assertion ought to bring us all up short. We ought to stop what we are doing and really spend some time
considering this promise.

Essentially it is this: what God has done in Jesus Christ is really enough. The lives that we have been given are
surrounded by, imbued with, and covered by this grace that God works out in our lives all because of Jesus
Christ. We are tempted to believe that somehow we are missing something in our lives; that they are not
glorious enough, fantastic enough or comfortable enough. No matter what we face in this life, living or dying,
God’s grace is really enough. It is enough to see us through and bring us around to him fully and completely.

Then if you remember anything this day, remember this: My grace is enough.

Wednesday, December 17, 2025

From Philippians 4:

Rejoice in the Lord always; again [ will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in
me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

The season of Advent and what it proclaims as the eventual resolution of all creation, should give us all ‘peace
that passes all understanding.” The resolution that is pronounced within scripture and within the church calendar
event of Advent offers us the space to understand that all human striving and all human achieving will come to
an end in what God has striven for and achieved in Jesus of Nazareth and his present and coming rule. This rule
of which we speak is currently with us, but it goes hidden and unseen by most. Therefore, peace is scarce
amongst those who do not see that God in Jesus Christ ultimately rules creation. Peace is hard to come by
without such sight ...

Karl Barth put it this way:

He humbles us that He may exalt us; condemns us that we may live only of His grace. God — it is He into
whose hands we can only surrender ourselves — surrender without a condition. But in this surrender lies
our peace. Peace exists where all differences and contrasts cease. And where do they disappear more
completely than at the border line where the unrighteous and the righteous, the high and the lowly, the
gifted and the ungifted, men with religious experiences and men without them, where we all, even all, are
standing before God as the poor and little men we are? Where only one valid word is heard, God’s own
word; where we are left with one last possibility, the possibility that He will lift us up and not forsake us,
because His incomprehensibly large power of life encloses us and engulfs us. Peace is found where we are
made to rest.

And that ought to be enough ...

Thursday, December 18, 2025

From 2 Corinthians 2:

But if anyone has caused grief, he has caused it not to me but to some extent—not to exaggerate it—to all of
you. This punishment by the majority is enough for such a person; so now instead you should forgive and
console him, so that he may not be overwhelmed by even worse grief. So I urge you to reaffirm your love for
him. I wrote for this reason: to test you and to know whether you are obedient in everything. Anyone whom you
forgive, I also forgive. In fact, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the
presence of Christ. And we do this so that we may not be outwitted by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his
designs.

The older I grow, the more I value the sage advice I find in the Pauline epistles. Paul, usually writing to
congregations facing some kind of difficulty, peppered his letters with pithy and wise encouragement to
continue in their faithful following of God’s ways in the world. It was not always easy for those congregations
and Paul realized that and empathized with their difficulties.

Here, in the second chapter of Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, Paul speaks of some deep grief or
sorrow that one of the of the congregants is feeling. Obviously, he has done something that has caused a
disturbance in the congregation, but Paul recommends a measured response. Paul was learning what it meant to
live in faithful community as the reconciled children of God, and he knew that it required some real effort on
everyone’s part.

Karl Barth described such work within the Christian life thusly:

God’s way of grace is like a mountain trail between two abysses, high up above the lowlands. It is for us
to find it and walk on it. It does not lend itself to leisurely strolls.

Living out the grace that has not only rescued us from sin, bolstered us in life, but also that has been set before
us as a goal, is not always an easy task by any means. Barth’s use of the metaphor of the mountain trail is apt
indeed. There are easier, smoother, and even more expedient paths that we might be tempted to take, but the



path of grace is always the best choice. It is the choice that we are called continually to make in this Advent life
that we have been given.

Prayer for the Day: (From a prayer by Karl Barth)
O Lord, our God! You see and hear us. You know each one of us far better than we know ourselves. You love
us without our deserving it. Amen.

Friday, December 19, 2025

From 2 Corinthians 2:

But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession and through us spreads in every
place the fragrance that comes from knowing him. For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are
being saved and among those who are perishing: to the one group a fragrance from death to death, to the other a
fragrance from life to life. Who is qualified for these things? For we are not peddlers of God’s word like so
many, but as persons of sincerity, as persons sent from God, we are speaking in Christ before God.

Paul continues to offer sage advice, just as he did in the previous passage from this chapter that we considered
yesterday. This time, part of the gracious way in which we are called to live is the high virtue of authenticity. If
we are to truly live the grace that God has granted us, we must be honest about it and authentic about what it all
means.

We cannot sugar-coat the good news of God’s love for us and what it means to live both in pursuit of grace and
fueled by that same grace. We must present ourselves to the world in full authenticity; to some we will smell of
death, while to others our fragrance will recall them to life. Regardless, we are not altering our ‘smell’ for the
sake of our neighbors, we are merely called to life in its most authentic and truthful form. Therefore, this
Christian life of grace must just be lived; it cannot be commodified.

Barth remarked tellingly about such things in his sermon on the text:

The word of God is not for sale; and therefore, it has no need of shrewd salesmen. The word of God is not

seeking patrons; therefore, it refuses price cutting and bargaining; therefore, it has no need of
middlemen. The word of God does not compete with other commodities which are being offered to man
on the bargain counter of life. It does not take care to be sold at any price. It only desires to be its own
genuine self, without being compelled to suffer alterations and modifications. It would shine in its own
glory to be snapped up by those who would not buy it, but who will accept it as grace, as a gift of grace,
just as it is.

Enough said?

Prayer for the Day: (From a prayer by Karl Barth)
O Lord, our God! You see and hear us. You know each one of us far better than we know ourselves. You love
us without our deserving it. Amen.

Saturday, December 20, 2025

From 2 Corinthians 3:

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with complete frankness, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face
to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were
hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, the same veil is still there; it
is not unveiled since in Christ it is set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over

their minds, but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

This fall, one late evening, my doorbell rang, and it was one of my neighbors. He was all put out about the
‘course of our society.” He ranted and raved a bit about how if only the schools would teach the Ten
Commandments, all would be right with the world. What he wanted was a law giver, a moral-code king ... in
short, Moses.

This is no defaming of Moses ... Moses has his place indeed, but Paul makes it quite clear in his letter to
congregants who had difficulty understanding the difference between rigidity of moral codes and graciousness
of life in the Spirit, that indeed, what has the greatest hold upon our lives is the Spirit of the living God and not
just righteous adherence to a moral code.

However, when times are difficult, when those all around you seem to be heedless to the call for justice and
righteousness in the midst of the human condition, seeking out the ‘strong man,’ the abider and arbiter of the
moral code seems to be the expedient and the best way. We, who claim to follow the One who gave himself for
us and for all, ought to know better.

Once again, I find solace and encouragement Barth’s words:

Do you not also think that the fearful condition of our time is fairly shouting for such ears and eyes? Yes,
it is waiting for men who have faith, but not faith in themselves nor in their faith. No, it wants men who
have faith in God who can make all things new. It is waiting for men who have learned again what
forgiveness is. Forgiveness saves. Forgiveness reconciles. Forgiveness must permeate our politics again;
forgiveness and not moral codes; forgiveness and not Moses-zeal! For forgiveness alone makes it possible
for us to live together. Forgiveness alone heals wounds. Forgiveness does not make void the laws of God;
no indeed, it teaches us to keep them. It is the Spirit who must give life to their dead letter.

May we all learn these lessons during Advent and beyond ... and may we always forgive one another.

THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT

Sunday, December 21, 2025
From 2 Corinthians 6:
As we work together with him, we entreat you also not to accept the
grace of God in vain. For he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
Look, now is the acceptable time; look, now is the day of salvation!

In my study hangs a poster that features a photo of the twentieth-
century theologian, medical doctor and philanthropist, Dr. Albert
Schweitzer. Below the photo of deeply weary-looking physician

appears these words:

Truth has no special time of its own.
Its hour is now — always.




Paul’s words from his message to the Corithian congregation remind me of Schweitzer’s famous saying. The
importance of the current moment cannot be underestimated. In fact, the contemporary of Dr. Schweitzer, Karl
Barth, said as much in his sermon on the text:

‘Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation!” What does it mean? Evidently it
means that the present time is precious time. It has come to us like a ship with a valuable cargo in its
hold. It is standing before us like a tree laden with luscious fruit. Fleeting moments, passing moments,
hours, and days are not empty vessels; they are full of grace, of life, and help, and salvation.

The season of Advent reminds us that we live and breath and have our being in an ‘in-between’ time: the time
between the advent of God incarnate, walking and living amongst us in Jesus of Nazareth and the time that all
the promises and all the work of Christ will be ultimately fulfilled. It is not necessarily the ‘end of days’ that

Advent represents, but rather the value of all days that are graced by the reality of God’s work in Jesus Christ.

Our days and moments are filled then with a grace that is yet hidden. It is a grace that not all flesh see together
yet, but Advent dares to proclaim that that day is coming when all flesh will see and realize what God has done
in Jesus Christ. This grace strengthens and relieves us: we are strengthened in our living and relieved of our
guilt and sin. This grace that lives with us in this ‘in-between’ time enables us to really live out the promise of
God’s love and purposes within our own lives. This grace then gives life its depth, its meaning, its very purpose.
All of this is Advent as well.

Prayer for the Day: (From Daily Feast: Year B)
Lord God, may I stay awake to the possibilities of this Advent. Amen.

Monday, December 22, 2025
From Psalm 68:
Blessed be the Lord, day by day! He who bears us up is the God of our salvation.

Take a moment and re-read that passage quoted above. Maybe, if you have the time, read it two or three more
times. Sit with it a while; let it penetrate your soul. In other words, don’t pass it by quickly or gloss over what is
said there. This is important.

Too often, we think of God’s intervention into our lives as just that, an ‘intervention’; something that happens
rarely and is immediately comprehended. The Psalmist doesn’t see it that way ... the God who is the author of
our ultimate salvation does not just happen upon us some dreary Tuesday afternoon. The God of our salvation is
the same God who has been with us day in and day out, the one who ‘bears us up’ and carries along in this life.

There is not a moment that the God of our salvation is not at work in our lives. Theologians call this
‘providence’, the way in which God preserves us in and out of the calms and the troubles of our lives. God does
not intervene this moment and then leaves us to scramble for ourselves the next. God, the God of our salvation,
goes with us.

Karl Barth put it this way in a sermon:

Because day by day he is the origin from which we come, day by day also the destiny to which we move.
Because day by day he is the one great, good and free Lord who grants us freedom. In short, because day
by day he is the Lord. He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep, as another Psalm puts it. He
keeps watch over us. He is at work, day-in and day-out until the end of time and beyond, unto eternity.
Of this we have a small token in our daily blessing of the Lord until we, too, reach our goal.

The Psalmist assures us that God does not dip into our lives and then out again, but rather is the constant
presence, the constant companion along our journey of this gift of life. We may not always have a strong sense
of his presence, but he is there all the same. The God of our salvation is the God who ‘bears us up’ on a daily
basis.

As we lift our heads with Advent hope, let us remember that we do not go about our waiting, our expectation
and our hope alone ... the One who is the reason for this hope is with us even here, even now.

Prayer for the Day: (From a prayer by Karl Barth)
Dear heavenly Father! Bear with us and bear us up, each and everyone of us, as in the past so in the future. We
stand in need of you, each in his own way. Amen.

Tuesday, December 23, 2025
From Psalm 90:
So teach us to number our days

that we may get a heart of wisdom.

The sermon Barth preached on this text is one of my favorites, so forgive me if I turn over this devotion
completely to the insights he provides.

Dealing with this text with integrity and forthrightly, Barth told his congregation:

Our days are numbered, we must die. This is quite obviously true. One dies earlier, the other a little later,
one perhaps after a long illness, another quite suddenly, one almost imperceptibly, another in agony. No
one can escape his death. ... But what is the use of telling us that our days are numbered and we must
die? We already know it all too well already!

Barth answers this question of why by focusing upon the word ‘teach.” The key to this passage is what we
might actually learn from the obvious truth that we are mortal and will one day die. Something important is to
be learned from this universal truth.

Barth finds that we learn the value of life from the life and death of Jesus Christ. He told his congregation:

To remember, and to remember aright, that we must die is to remember that Jesus has died for us. ...
And now our own death occurs in the power of Jesus’ death in our place. Certainly, only in his power!
For no other man will ever die again this death, the death of the One judged in the place of all others.
Our death happens in the power of his death, as the consequence, reflection, and sign of the divine ‘no’,
of the judgment carried out in Jesus’ condemnation.

The death of Jesus Christ hallows all human death and dying. In God’s suffering in Christ, God knows ‘from
the inside out’ what death really is, for God cannot die. death is the final outcome of the ‘no’ that we, as
humanity, have offered to God in our own vain attempts to be God, i.e. original sin. Yet there is ultimately hope
in Christ’s death as Barth ends his sermon with:

As surely as Jesus himself when he suffered and was crucified, died and was buried for us, brought forth
our new and eternal life, as surely may we look and walk toward our own death with confidence. This is
what we must remember! If God teaches us to number our days, we may approach our death, through
the power of Jesus’ death, as our life, our eternal life.

Prayer for the Day: (From a prayer by Karl Barth)
O Lord, our God! Without you we can do nothing; with you and in your service we can do all things. Amen.



Christmas Eve 2025
From the Gospel of Luke:

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the

first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own

town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his

betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with
great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for
all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will
be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the
saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Prayer for the Day: (From a prayer by Karl Barth)

O Lord, our God! When we are afraid, abandon us not to despair! When we are disappointed, let us not grow
bitter! When we fall, leave us not lying there! When we are at our wit’s end and run out of strength, let us not
perish! Grant us then the sense of your nearness and your love which you have promised to those with a humble
and contrite hear who fear your word. Your dear Son has come to all men in despair. To overcome our plight he
was born in a stable and died on the cross. Awaken us all, O Lord, and keep us awake to acknowledge and
confess him! Amen.

Christmas Eve Services — Wednesday, December 24
Celebrate Christ’s Birth!

BOTH SERVICES WILL INCLUDE IN-PERSON PARTICIPATION & THE 9 P.M. SERVICE WILL BE
SIMULCAST ON FACEBOOK AND YOU-TUBE.

5 p.m. — Children’s and Family Service Join us for a half-hour early Christmas Eve service in
our main sanctuary. This service is designed with children and young families in mind, but is open to
all ages to participate!

9 p.m. — A Service of Lessons and Carols: Traditional lessons and carols service, emphasizing
the glorious good news of Christ’s entry into the world as a babe born in a manger. The service is filled
with this good news and the beautiful music of the Holy Season. The service closes with the
congregation singing ‘Silent Night’ by candlelight.

Christmas Day 2025
From the Gospel of John:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him
was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the
light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’””) For from his fullness we have all

received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.

Prayer for the Day: (Karl Barth)

Dear heavenly Father! As we are gathered here to rejoice in your dear Son who became man and a brother for
our sake, we ask you heartily — show us how great is the mercy, lovingkindness and help that you have prepared
in him for us all!

Open our hearts and our understanding and we will grasp that in him is forgiveness of all our sins, is seed and
growth for a new life, is comfort and counsel in life and death, is hope for the whole world!

Create in us a true spirit of freedom to go out humbly and courageously and meet your Son who comes to us!

Grant today to the whole Christian Church and to the world as well that many may break through the glitter and
vanity of the holiday season and truly celebrate Christmas with us. Amen.

Christmas Day Dinner at FPC

Christmas Day Dinner at First Presbyterian Church of Greensburg has been a long-standing tradition
and this year, we carry on in the spirit of sharing our blessing with others. As we prepare for the
Christmas season, please don’t forget to support this outreach program to our community. We typically
distribute over 700 meals. This effort requires a large amount of volunteer assistance and a few days of
preparation. Please check the church website for information regarding volunteering for this important
ministry of our congregation.



